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july 2 6.-The II I-Iellgraniniite lily "--Goi;yda/is coriutufis.
Auguist 3.-Dicera ZrdaS' tentis of an inch long.

Septemiber r-Gws;d clrs
September i r.-" Black-flies " made thieir second appearance : an un-

usual occurence. Several children were radier severely bitten by theni.
It nay flot prove uninteresting to your readers if 1 superadd the fol-

lowing brief atnîosphieric notes :
Noveiber io.-First fali of snow. i 6.-Sleighing. 28.-1he river

Otonabee, a rapid streain, frozen across frorn side to side. 3o.-Ther-
niometer 13' beloiv zero-a sonîewvhat extraordinary record for the mionth
of Noven-ber.-V. CIXMENTI, Bi.A.

" POLYIS'rOR ?"-I cannot pass Mr. Couper's reniarks on pp. 178-9,
Vol. iii., unnoticed, thouigh I have no quarrel with that gentleman. First,
lie takes too niuch unction to jiis soul in supposing that by qualifying too
swreeping an assertion (sec p. 158), 1 have in any way weakened the asser-
tion that lie niistook the above Lepidopterous larva for tlîat of a Cole-
opter. I know positively tlîat the BaZaniniis larva spins no wveb, wvhile
the Jifolcoccr-a larva does. Th'le first leaves the acorn to burrow in the
ground, îvith rare exceptions, in the faili of the year; and any one wlîo col-
leets infested acoîns on the ast of 'March, as did Mr. Couper, will be
inorally certain to find 999 of theni containing, the .Joicoccr-a whiere one
contains the IJalaiits. Mr. Cooper's description on p. 65 also, slhows
plainly tlîat lus larvae were nioth-larvae, for in those of Balaninus- the
thorax is not Ilclîestnut colour," and there are flot numerous dots on tlîe
body. Feeling pretty sure tlîat Mr. Couper had nmade a mistake, I dre'v
attention to, it for truth's sake, and if Mr. Couper uvrites for truth rather
than -'ictory, lie iil plainly tell thîe readers Of the ENTo'MoLoGIST, as lie
prornised to do> wlîetlier or flot lie bred rnoths from, those larvae -Ahich he
obtained in March. Too niuch error creeps into entomnological literature
by careless description, and the settlement 0f the point in dispute between
us is quite important. I ]lave already stated that I know of no curculio-
nidous larva in tlic United States tlîat spins a cocoon. If Mr. Couper's
larvae uvere really curculionidous,we shall have at least one exception; but
I snbinit in ail earnestness that no proof lias yet been given.

XVitlî regard to the other strictures iii his article on p. 178, 1 have littie
to say. I still dlaim. that Mr. Couper should not use the terni IlFamily "
in the sense of IlOrder)-' as lie did on p. 35 ; and whether Mr. Pettit, of


