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Translaledfron te Frendst Ly te transiators tc the Legislative
Assenibly.

ToRONTO, April 14t1111859.

TO TUtIrOxoitOABLE PRlOVNCIAL SF.CItETARY.

Sir,-! have the honor te present ta you my fourhi annual report
on the saiae ai public instruction ina Lover Canada.

In mny îwo last reports 1 offereti tîte suggestions Nrhiclî appearod
to me most likely ta contribute te tlle great endi ai perfectîng the
system of publie instruction, iii order tuait ar chldren xnay stand
on equat ternas iii this resp±ct will tîjeir contemporaries in other
countries. 1 insisted as sirenuous1y as belittcd me, oit tlie urgent

imotance ai thte rcasures whicli 1 thouglit il my duty te recoim-
met;andi as it iwould bc neeilless ta repeat the facts andi argu-

munis Nvhich t ieut atiduced, iii support of nîy suggestions, 1 shall
content myse If on the presetît occasion with siating that tIre expu!-
rience of lte year whiclt lias just eorminated, lias onfly streng-ttened
my opinions amui impelleti me ta renic% my recoin mondatits ai the
previous year.

As the scholastic; year dees net termnate before .July, 1 cannot
annox ta tItis report those ai the directors ci the normal schools for
the ycar commencing September it 1858. T'he reports on tîrose
institutions for the Sear 1857-58 ivere published %vith tîte report
for thre )-ear 1857. 1 have only te stab Iliat thecir success, duriiîg
the present year, ha.q been perfcctly unîtiterupteti.
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î hus Nre parceive, thrit the itrerease in atraber of puýpils, whiic cluding therefore a large number ai these who attend superior
only 655-1 in 18-57, li.as beeni 7188 in 1858. Tite catire increase it institutions, andi ait chilâron under five )-cars ai age, whorn partic-
tise contributions smnce 1856 has brosi 5-2,632. a consiclerable ular nornation shows Wa bc more numerous than 1 furmerly
clifference, ieiing unvarying progiest.. irîatia believeil) is sicown in bc 131,579.

1 shoulti ad that the arrearsç remaininy iiig f h ses The nuniber ai chldren hetween sevon and fourteen (lte limits
munts shew a gradluai decrease evcry y-ear;eanti Urat thre Inspec:ors fi.ted by law as thase within ithicir atndance at ile common
(%Vol]supparleâ by te depatment) coiistantly strive te secura the schoals is compulsory) is set douit as 157,819, of whom. 10&,963
payment ai tium, and %iîti mucit succe.ss. attendi thre schools, being rtearly two-thlirds, andi far excceding the

The !oflawiing table of tho numnber ai pupils sîudying the several proportion af former ycars.
inosti mportant branches ai primary instruction slicivs results still Table B in the appendit, containing a slatement ai thre contiribu-
more striking titan iiose ai former yearq. Thre increas-e ai 5271 ini lions voluntary or involtintary for the year shows, as 1 beloe saîd,
bnok-keping, betit- nienrlv 100 per cent. of 16169 in history, andi a very ri'markable inerease. This I shall examine in ils detailq,
ai 6669 in grainmi1sal par'sing claims pticular notice. and i iis proper Io remark that the table doas not comprchend the

The constîs ai chiîdren bctrccn five andi sisteen yenrs ar age payrnez.ls madie ta iho superior institutions for board or tuition.
she%çs thre number to be 247,204 ; tItis being considereti vnih tel- Thre assessmcnts leviert ai-r and abovc thre camprrlsary contribu-
ecrntte Ie other riormation -ri my liini.c, appears as ia former tions, and thre special assesments, exclusiveof ithose mnade for the
vears, te faîl short ai thc reaity. A botter approximation, 1 amn crectian or repairs of school-houses, amounit ta $8W,3 7% an increaso
justified in bclieving would bo S20,000. Thea number ai children ai $9,584 cirer lthe amoont of thre preccding year. Thre sums levicd
%rho attend thea schools witlrin tiroir respective mnunicipalitiosi (ex- for thre eretion andi repairs af school-hoties , which in 1857

Tho Jacques-Cartior normal achool had, ont the ratuin of tho
classes, 60t pupils, ail pupil-tcachers. 'l'ho depnrtment of femmle
pupfil-tcacheri %vas flot yut organizcd. According te tho atatement
or Itle accounîis of rtal: institution up to 31et Decemnber last, a bal-
ance of $2240 remained ont hand. That sura added to the savitigs
oftthe present )-car, aîîd ils sîtaro of filo increased. grant recoin-
mended by me, %vili enablo me 1 trust, sltortly ta secure te the
district of Mlontreai advantag-e8s imilar to thioso already enjoyed by
the district of Quebec.

The MeGill normal seltool liad on Ille retura of Ille classes 71
icmptpil-teaclter and 6 maie p)upil-teachoers. Tho number of

ppmils in the model schools annexed, to thora is 300; andi an infant
sclol lately added on Ille plan of the salles d'asile lias atready
120. A buildinc- lias been erected for titis latter eut of te income
oftItle modekl r7ools. 'rite McQî l normal school had oit the 31st
iDecemnbor Iast a balance ont hatîid of $546 46.

Titîe Laval normal scîtool haul on the return of t a classes 34
pupil-teachers, and 5-2 femnale pupil-teachers. This school was on
31st December last in debt te the amounit ci $3113 17, an unlor-
tunate confirmation of my prediction. of the preceding year, and
suffieîently e\planalory of ur clelay ini establishing a departrnent
of fcmnale pupit-tcacliers nt lthe Jacques-Cartier normal school.

An exataination of tîme tabular statistias of the three sahools will
shoiv that rte business of instruction lias made ail desirable prog-
rcss iniiumn. IVe ovo it te lte kindness and talents of Mr. 0ssa)ye,

thttepupils of te Jacques-Cartier normal school !lave been
enobedt ow% an excellent course of lectures on rural economy

delivereil by that 7ealous agrioulturist. Publie lectures on genetal
history by Mr. Desmazures of the Seminary of St. Sulpico and on
French grammar andi phiîology by M. Devisînes, an ordinary pro-
fesser ;îttaclhed te Ille school, have been attendeti by rnany persons
%Yho do not belon- te the institution.

The stati-ties, ai the departmcnt shewv in tho present year rathier
greater progresqs than that af the last, andt nearly equat te that et
lthe year 1856, a part of nvhicli was as 1 berore observed, more
apparent than rmal, being due chiefly te the unusual exactness
ivill wlîici the statirticsL~d been kcpt. Tho folloiving small table
%vill shew the irutith ai tItis.


