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ToroxnTo, April 14th 1859,
TO THE HONORABLE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY.

Sir,—I have the honor to present to yov my fourth annual report
on the state of public instruction in Lower Canada.

In my two last reports I offered the sugwgestions which appeared
to me most likely 1o contribute to the great end of perfecting the
system of public_instsuction, in order that our children may stand
on equal terms in this respect with their contemporaries in other
countries. I insisted as strenuously as belitted me, on the urgent
importance of the measures which 1 thought it my duty to recom-
mend ; and as it would be needless to repeat the factsand argu-
ments which [ then adduced in support of my suggestions, I shall
content myseif on the present occasion with stating that the expe-
rience of the year which has just terminated, hasonly strengthened
my opinions and impelled me to renew my recommendations of the
previous year.

As the scholastic year does not terminate before July, I cannot
annex to this report those of the directors of the normal schools for
the year commencing September 15th 185S. “The reports on those
institutions foc the year 1857-58 were published with the report
for the year 1857. 1 have only to state that their success, during
the present year, has been perfectly unmterupted.

The Jacques-Cartior normal school had, on the retum of the
classes, 50 pupils, all pupil-teachers. The department of female
pupil-teachers was not yet organized. According to the statement
of the accounts of that institution up to 318t December last, a bal-
ance of $2240 remaincd on hand. "That sum added to the savings
of the present year, aud its share of the increased grant recon-
mended by me, will enablo me I trust, shortly to secure to the
district of Montreal advantages similar to those already enjoyed by
the district of Quebec.

The McGill normal school had on the return of the classes 71
female pupil-teachers and 6 male pupil-teachers. Tho number of
pupils in the model schools annexed to them is 300; and an infant
school lately added on the plan of the salles d’astle has already
120. A building has been erected for this latter out of the mcome
of the model schools. The McGii! normal school had on the 31st
December last a balance on hand of $546 46.

The Laval normal schoo! had on the return of t e classes 31
pupil-teachers, and 52 female pupil-teachers. This school was on
31st December last in debt to the amount of $3213 17, an unior-
tunate confirmation of my prediction of the preceding year, and
suffictently explanatory of cur delay in establishing a department
of female pupil-teachers at the Jacques-Cartier normal school.

An examination of the tabular statistics of the three schools will
show that the business of instruction has made all desirable prog-
ress in them. We owe it to the kindness and talents of Mr, Ossaye,
that the pupils of the Jacques-Cartier normal school have been
enabled to tollow an excellent coutse of lectutes on rural economy
delivered by that zealous agrioulturist. Public lectures on genetal
history by Mr. Desmazures of the Seminary of St. Sulpice and on
French grammar and philelogy by M. Devismes, an ordinary pro-
fessor attached to the school, have been atiended by many persons
who do not belong to the institution.

The stati-tics of the department shew in the present year rather
greater progress than that of the lasy, and nearly equal 10 that of
the year 1856, 2 part of which was as 1 before obsesved, more
apparent than real, being due chiefly to the unusual exactness
with which the statistics had been kept. The following small table

will shew the truth of this.
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Thus we perceive, that the inerease in number of pupils, while
only 6357 in 1857, has been 7185 in 1838. The entire increase in
the contributions since 1856 has been $352,632, a2 considerable
difference, shewing unvarying progiess.

Ushould add that the arrears remaining anpaid of the assess-
ments shew a gradual decrease every year 5 and that the Inspectors
(well supportea by the depariment) constantly strive to secure the
payment of them, and with much success. .

The following table of the number of pupils studying the several
most importunt branches of primary instruction shews results still
more striking than those of former vears. The increase of 5271 in
book-keeping, bewg nearly 100 per cent, of 16169 in history, and
of 6669 in grammatical parsiug claims particular notice.

The consus of children between five and sixteen years of age
shews the number 1o be 247,204 ; this being consideted with vef-
erencs 1o other wnformation in my hands, appears_as in former
vears, to fall short of the reahty. A better approximation, I am
justified in believing would bo 520,000. The number of children

who attend the schools within thair respective municipalitios (ex-

cluding therefore 2 large number of those who attend saperior
mnstitutions, and all children under five years of age, whom partic-
ular wnformation shews io be more numerous than I furmerly
believed) is shown to be 134,579,

The number of children bhetween seven and fourteen (tho limits
fired by law as thosc within which atiendance at the comman
schools 1s compulsory) is set down as 157,819, of whom 102,963
attend the schools, being nearly two-thirds, and far exceeding the
proporiion of former years.

Table B in the appendix, containing a statement of the contribu-
tions voluniary or mvoluntary for the year shews, as I before said,
a very rematkable increase. This I shall examine in its details,
and 1t is proper to remark that the table does not_comprchend the
;}aymcx.ls made to the superior institations for boara or tuition.

he assessments levied over and above the compolsory contribu-
tions, and the spacial assessments, exclosive of those made for the
erection or repairs of school-houses, amount to $88,372, an increass
of $9,584 over the amoant of the preceding year. The sums levied
for tne erection and repairs of school-houses, which in 1857




