
A RETROSIECT 0F THE WORLD'S tJONFERENCE. [UE

they wanted it embraced witliin, the proceedings of the conference, they
strr-t,ýhed the conference beyor±d it ; and it feul to, the writer, on that
occasion, to reviewv the lssons of those ten days at the close of that

add itional meeting " for the pass;age of the resol utions 1
WVould ià not have been better to avoid this paradox by flot adopt.

in" in advance rules so stringent? To have determined thftt only
sucli resolutions shiould be subniitted. to the body as liad been pre-
vîously approved by the committee would have shut the door again6t
ail intru-Ieis ivithiout locking it so effectually against the committe
themselves as to comipel thiem to climb up some ot.her way.

V. It was, ive tlink, a mistakie that no attention was given by
the conference to thie great uprising of yoitng men ilZ OU,?,o Cge7jS
andS1UU'L~ The last five years have witnessed a sort of crusade
of missions in which tihe main movers, the leaders, have been students.
As we write, word cornes to us that over 3,000 in our own country alono
have signified a. willingnes;s to ent -the foreign fild when their course
of preparatory study is completed. Making ail proper deductions for
mere evanesceiit sentiment or transsent enthusiasm; discounting iib.
erally for ail hastv action under the influence of strong and pressing
appeals; flot ininLfiil o! 1he fact that time is a great sifter of even
hionest purposes, and thiat lwndrews of such pledges will be blown
av-ay like chaif before the wind whlen the crisis; of final decisior. cornes;
Nvith ail reasonable reduetion, we have stili lef t one of the most signifi.
cant movernents of nmodern times. Wlien such men as Stanley Smitlh,
and C. T. Studd, and A.rthur Poliili-Tarner in Eng'.and, and Joli.- N.
Forman . and Rubert P. Wilder, and Mr. Goforth, and J. H. 31cVicar ini
Arnerica, lead ou1 a great iiprising of students, and thousands respond,
--Hure arn I !senu iie, . 1ere is sorne force at work that is more than
human. Our sons and our daughters are hcgiinning to prophesy. It
looks very like the coming of a last great Pentecos. of missions. Somne
-sotice shouli have been taken of so stupendous a developmeni. -'f
suchi a mighity current iled nothîng more, it needs proper restï4:1 It;
it needs to be banked up aud turned into, a truc channel, and kept
from spreading into a mere shallow, superficial freshet, where breadthi
of surface is mistaken for depth of strearn, ard energy of action is ulti.
mately displaced by mer c stagnation. A new spirit, o. rissioniary con-
sideration and consecration is abroad in the universit-es of Engl"and
anid Arneriua. Age must counsel youth; , xperience Must temper en-
thusi asmi. Ardor and fervor must not be dampened and quenched,
nor left to burn flercely aud burn out, but must be nioderated and cou-
t-rollfed. We hoped te the last that the conference would have given
a careful and *pray erf ui .osideration to what we cannot but regard as
onu of t.he sgsof thuo tirres which it behooves sagacious, disciples to
discern, and thereby read tho prescnit and forecast the futu.

Vl. It !see..od to many dele-pitvs a very serjous mistake that no
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