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they wanted 1t embraced within the proceedings of the conference, they
stretched the conference beyond it ; and it fell to the writer, on that
occasion, to review the lessons of those ten days at the close of that
<+ additional meeting " for the passage of the resolutions !

Would iv not have been better to avoid this paradox by not adopt-
ing in advance rules so stringent? To have determined that only
such resolutions should be submitted to the body as had been pre.
viously approved by the commitiee would have shut the door against
all intruders without locking it so effectually against the committes
themselves as to compel them to climb up some other way.

V. It was, we think, a mistake that no attention was given by
the conference to the great uprising of young men in our colleges
and seminaries. The last five years have witnessed a sort of crusade
of missions in which the main movers, the leaders, have been students,
As we write, word comes to us that over 3,000 in our own country alone
have signified u willingness to ent - the foreign field when their course
of preparatory study is completed. Making all proper deductions for
mere evanescent sentiment or transient enthusiasm ; discounting lib.
erally for all hasty action under the influence of strong and pressing
appeals; not unmindful of ihe fact that time is a great sifter of even
honest purposes, and that hundreds of such pledges will be blown
away like chuff before the wind when the crisis of final decision comes ;
with all reasonable reduction, we have still left one of the most signifi-
cant movements of modern times. When such men as Stanley Smith,
and C. T. Studd, and Arthur Polhill-Tuarner in England, and Joh.. N,
Forman, and Robert P. Wilder, and Mr. Goforth, and J. H. McVicarin
America, lead ou a great uprising of students, and thousandsrespond,
**Here am I ! sena me,” o.ere is some force at work that is more than
human. Ouar sons and our daughters are beginning to prophesy. It
looks very like the coming of & last great Pentecos. of missions. Some
1otice should have been taken of so stupendous a developmeni. if
such a mighty current needs nothing more, it needs proper restiuiut;
it needs to be banked up aud turned into a true channel, and kept
from spreading into a mere shallow, superficial freshet, where breadth
of surface is mistaken for depth of stream, ard energy of action is ulti-
mately displaced by meze stagnation. A new spiri. of missionary con-
sideration and consecration is abroad in the universities of England
and America. Age must counsel youth ; experience must temper en-
thusiasm. Ardor and fervor must not be dampened and quenched,
nor 'eft to burn fiercely aud burn ont, but must be moderated and con-
trolled. We hoped to the last that the conference would have given
a careful and prayerful consideration to what we cannot but regard as
one of the signs of the times which it behooves sagacious disciples to
discern, and thereby read the present and forecast the future.

VI, It seer.cd to many delegates a very serious mistake that no




