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FARMING CONDITIONS IN
MANITOBA.

The Manitoba farmer ia a very much advised
person at present, alivost too much advised if
anything, for from among the babble of voices
and the multitude of advisers it is havd to dis.
tinguish which have the true ring, which the
real merit. The primary reason for this whole.
sale teadering of advice is that the results of
the farming operations of the province are not
ag satisfactory as could be wished, two unsatis-
factory years, combined with the exceptionally
low prices, having bronght those engaged in
that pursuit into a condition in which moaey is
scarce, and strict economy has to be practiced
that ends may be made to meet. To mention
those engagod in tho pursuit of agriculture isto
imply almoat everybody in the proviuce, as
Manitoba is as yet distiactly an agricultural
province, aud all classes of its people are more
or Jess dependent upon that irdustry for a liv.
ing; if anything happens the crops averybody
celsit. In this case, although the ztringency
has been caused largely by forces wholly be
yond the control of man, and is, in fact, more
sympathetic than aunything else, the fatmer is
being put through a course of lectures on what
to do to increase his income and insure himself
agaiost avy repetition of the present trouble.
Before going further we might say, for tho
benefit of our old country readers, who may not
be familiar with the real condition, and who
may think that by reading between the lines of
what we have already said they can detect a
shadow of something which shows that Mani.
toba is not the country it is ““cracked up” to be,
or that farming in this province is not such a
successful industry as immigration agents make
it out, that there is no such hidden meaning to
what we have said, becausoe that is not tho case.
The conditions and prospects of the Manitoba
farmer to day arc better and brighter than
those of any other farmer in the wide world.
The only trouble is that the farming operations
of the proviace arc too confioed, and the in-
dustry is not as fully developed as it might be.
Whils we can, year after year, vaise large crops
of the fincst wheat in the world, too much of
the attentionof thefarmer is given to that cereal,
and not, enough to other lines of work. Therein
lies the whole secrot of tho trouble. While
the province should and will, we hope, never
relax its efforts to keep up the standard of its
grain, more attention will have to be given to
the sister industrics of stock raising and diry-

ing before we shall have reached o stato of true
and lasting prosperity. It is hardly nocessury
now to go into figuree and comparisons to show
that mixed farming shouid be adopted in Maui»
toa —the subject has been treated in that way
timo and again—but wo can roughly mention
waye in which our farmere can materially io-
creaso their income,

Privcipal among the neglected industries is
that of hog raising. It has been shown that by
feeding his poorer grades of graim, for which
there is at present no profitable market, to hogs
the farmer could make it yield him bushel
for bushel, a higher price than he has been
poaid this year for his very best wheat.  And
this has been ehown not by avy arithmetical
jugglig, but by actual, practical experiment,
carried on under no more advantageous circum.
stances than would attend the operations of the
ordinary farmer. And if this single item of
hoy rasing was tested by the farmer himself,
it would be found that the distribution of the
work would be such that very little additional
expense or trouble would be iscurred. Then
there is the item of poultry. Manitoba imports
yearly large quantities of poultry for local con-
sumption, and the mouney sent out of the pro-
vince in this way might just as well be kept at
home and an export trade established instead.
Cattle, horses and sheep would likewise all
yield large returns were attention given them.
In dairy products Mavitoba might easily build
up for herself a large and lucrative trade in a
few years by a careful fostering of the industry.
If it were necessary we could go on multiplying
arguments in favor of mixed farmiog, ad infn.
itum, but it is not because the fact is already
admitted by overybody thav it is the only sys.
tem that can be followed with true success.

A few years hence, when the province has
something like an adeyuate popalstios, and all
ita vacant lands are occ upied, it will be a matter
of wonder to the old settlers when they see
what an income the province has from exports
ef stock and dairy products why they ever con-
fined themselves so Jong to raising wheat.

OUR VACANT LANDS,

"T'wo enterprises are now on hand which are
of great importance to Manitoba, and pa rticu
larly to the castern portion of the proviuce
apd thoe city of Wionipeg.  This refers in the
first place to the vacant lands in the Winnipep
district, and secondly, to the question of carry-
ing out a comprehensive system of draioage
for castern Manitoba. Thoec who come to
Manitoba for the first time, wonder at the
great area of vacant land o the eastera
part of the province, cspecially in the
Winnipeg district. The advactag2s of farm-
ing near a large city are so well knowa, that
people wonder at the great area of vacaut land
observed in coming iuto the city from either
the south, cast or west- The coaclusion is often
crropcously arrived at, that these lands cannot
bo as valuable as other parts of the province,
or they would bo settled upou. I faoct, the
impression has gone abroad that these lands
are not choice quality, largely on account of
tho sparcity of scttlement. It is reasoned in
this way : Why would settlers pass by castern

»

Manitobn to locate in more remoto sections
were it not to sccuro bettor land ?

Thero is ono feature which is to some extent
an objection to settlement in eastern Mauitoba
and portions of tho Winnipeg distriot, namely,
the greater ueed of drainage here than in most
other parts of the province. The couatryis
mostly very level, and tho soil is heavier, thus
necessitating drainago more largely thau in tho
distriots having lighter soils and moro rolling
surfaco. But when it comes to richness of
soil, the Red river valley may fairly be
awatded the palm, It is simply of unequalled
richness, and will stand cropping, yuar after
ycar, without artifieial fertilizing, to such an
extent as to fairly amaze those not familiar
with its wonderfal fertility. The level naturo
of the country is an advautage in one respect,
namely, the exceedingly limited area of waste
land. In an uneven or broken country there is
always more or less of this, but in the Red
river valley there are farms of hundreds of
acres, every part of which could be plowed up.
Thelow spots arz about the only impediment
to the plow, and these afford excellent hay or
grazing land. Thero is no part of Manitoba
which gives a larger crop of natural prairie
hay than the Red river valley country, making
it a favorite district for stock,

The principal reason why there is so much
vacant laad in the Winnipeg district is owing
to tho fact that much of the land fell into the
hauds of speculators.  When Manitoba first
becamo a portion of the Dominion of Canada,
and the country was opcned up to sottlement,
o spirit of speculation in lande at once develop-
ed. It was expected that the country would
go ahead fast, and that lands would rapidly in-
creasein value. Speeulators therefore soon got
hold of large quantities of land at the merely
pominal value then placed upon it by thena-
tives, and they natucally selected the Jands ad-
jacent to the Red and Assiniboine rivers, in
proximity to the scttlements then existing in
the conuntry. These lands did rapidly increase
in value when population begau to flow in, but
this very fact defeated the object of the specu.
latory, a3, owing to the high price placed upon
the lands, settlers went farther west whore
they were able to sccure free government land,
Thus the tide of settlement was directed into
other districts. Another feature which per-
haps turacd some settlers away from the east-
ern districts, was owing to tho fact that the
early tide of scttlemnent arrived during a sories
of excessively wet years, at which timo the
country appearcd to the worst advantage.
During the drier yecars which have bzon
the rule since that time, the lovel nature of
the country has not boen so much of a drawback.

The question of undortaking a comprehen-
sive system of drainage for eastern Manitoba
is now cogaging the attention of the wrovia-
ciul government. A puwmber of gove.. .ent
drains have becn cut, but no general system
of drainage has yet been undertaken. The
government, it is understood, will have a
survey and topographical map propared at
once, with a view to carrying out a compro-
hensive system of drainage. With this ac-
complished, tho valuo of the lands of eastern
Manitota will be greatly enhanced, and much
land which is now ratber too wet ia certain
seasons for successful cultivation, will be placed



