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THEORY, FANCY, FACT.

an action must avAr depend niucli upon thu ainounit of
consideration liat preceded it. Thero may bur too
iauch, but the greater dani,-r is that thera will be tee

litle.Dely troten frin he mequarter ; rash-
mesclamots frein tha o>tler. Many rnergencies will

bforced upon us whiere thought iiust lie brie£ as an
elcrcspark, anid action follow it in qitick -iceessioy&

bu ntho ordinary aflitirs of life naple tinio is nfForded
frdeliberatioaij and the patient. calculater reccives
bsroevard. The mnan of linsly action wvill often fail
t coxnpassthe resuit. of experided energy, and so ivill

have tho humiliation of sceing lais proudest erfcrts
eruiiibling iute failure. Prudence counsels that our
actions should bo c>ntrolled by tlaeory or gidd y
experiment.

Whou a person lias considered a subject in the
liglit o! kmov1edg-e, bias brought te bear upon it tho
force of anialytical rcasoning, and bas viewed it in tha
lighit o! results. deduced from cases bearing a rosi
zaaaogy, hoe is, in a position to speak with intelligence
or zet with assurance in connection with it. Definite
kinowledIgeisa hus given toin>en. Through the archied
vauit o! every mian's intellectual expanse corne troop-
ing legions of ideas following one another iu brilliant
retinue, or, deep; dans%, and dark, ovferclouding the
mental firmament %vitlî Cao sable shades of the Plu-
terian shores. Iu wild concourse they assemble, and
unite their, forces for the assauit of saime grand citadel
of problemalic. issue. Maa-sballed and led onward by
thoir grcxrt captaax Reasorr they win,: and in thiis
orderly outcon-s of the jauring, motley crowd wve see
the, realization, of a scheane te meet ail similar orner-
gencies-in othar words, frein the taxmult of idoas
issues a theoiy.

Evcry mnai lias a tlxcory, simple or complox, for thé
solution of the graat probleaxîs o! life. Tho Mon-
arclaist, Socialist, Coxnanuaaist, Nihtilist, Landleaguer or
Unionist, la prepared soleannly and unreservedly te
affirin that the tenets ho hoids arer the only groutids
on -%hichi common cquity eau ho obtaitied for al
îankiaxd. Yet wvcre it not for the Gladstoaes, and
3ismrks -%vlio, rise aboya the dust, and noise o! potty,

clamoringpry tié and with caîna, cool oye sur-ey
the ineeds and provide for the -'vants of ail alike, thiese
puppets ofj au. iaallanxpd( imagination wou!d break tha

bonds of civil la-% and cause gaunt havoe and blear'
eyed destruction to ravage our fair fields and liiy
desolate our citics.

Again tho thcory with the most nonsense iv it wilI
lie bolet inost tenaciously, and propounded with thu
greatest gusLj. Mon wvith a fair share of coramon
sense realizo tlhý diflhnalties of reaching realitios that'
will stand ainidst a uniive-ýe of change, and hiencer
wfàilo firrn are still open to impression. But a fool
at lust conviiuced that ho hias imade a fool of hiniRelf,
wvilI geuerally go on making a fool of himaeif out of
niera obstinate foolishness.

A theory eau only ho founded on known data. It;
is supported by tho mnannc. in wvhich it accounts for
phenomena. The Ptolemaic theory long satisfied theg
astronoiners; but finally it, becaine apparent that
cycles and epicycles could no longer nîcet the denxand
mnade upon, thens, a.nd men would no longer listen top
"the mnusic of the spheres." Experionce tlîrew tfxem
eut of hoer mouth, and the unfounded, thougli long-
reverenced theory is iiow hield by the student as but
an intere-sting relieo'i a rcediig age. But exporiencty
bas aise tanglît that if mnwould ho succesaful in a,
var against aid theories, lie must take axiother rnefiod
than that of simple demolition. Ho must supplant
the old with a ncw, and if the new bo net the stranger,
the aid will regain its place.

Tho tiieorizing tendency is often apparent in the
ordinaî'v affairs of life. Every old fariner that you
ineet will propound a new theory for the successfui
cultivation of the soil, aven though his own broad
acres bd but at wildemiess. This 19 very often: harre-
ful, and tfio acceptaràce by ail of soins well grourided
sder w6uld provo mxrch moto gdvàntageous. Similar

instances migfit bo q.uoted frox other walks in life.
But in theso contracted spheres where nmon are
able te vent their ideas in practice, theory ig but
one of an association of forces, often antagovistic,
that unite in tfue dovelopeanent of Ibis courso,
Fancy, ficklo creature, is another. It loads mon
upward iand dowNviard, fiither and thither, w ith
out putpoe or aff, a blincf guide that knows
notý fears flot anything. Strong .âncy will upset
reason, purpose, action; and ontrunning limited re-
sources, pressing boyonid the limited sphere te which a,
corporeal body binds uas, will inake mon i dl dreamers.
Tien wfll wve flnd theni wandering throî:gh a fairy-
lanxd, with golden. silores, decked with amaranthine-


