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but af occupied time. The tinie-intervais,
then, which have presented themselves to
our contemplation in deaiing with the î,ast
and future of our earth, being in their nia-
ture finite, howvever vast, are less than the
sliortest instant in comparison %vith absolute
tixue, whîich-endless itself-is mieasured by
endless cycles of change. And in lîke
nianner, the space seemingly infinite frrn
which aur solar systen lias dravn its mate-
rias-in othcr %vords, the universe as par-
tially revealed to us in the study of the
star-depths--is but the merest point by corn-
parisan with absolute space. The end,
seemingiy sa rex-note, to which aur earth is
tending, the end infinitely more remote ta,
i'hich the salar systeni is tending, the end af
aur galaxy, the end of systeins of such gal-
axies as ours-ail these endings (each one af'
wvhich presents itseif in turn ta our concep-
tions as the end ai the unîverse itseif) are but
the beginnings of eras comparable ivith themn-
selves, even as the beginnings ta which wve
severaily trace back the history of aur
planet, of the planetary systero, and of gal-
axies of sucli systems, are but the endings
of prior conditions which have followed each
other in infinîre succession. The ivave af
lufe which is now passing over aur earth is

but a ripple in the sea af life within the so!ar
systeni; this sea ai life is itself but asa ivavelet
on the ocean of eternal. lie thraughout the
universe. Incon ceivable, daubtless, are these
infinities of time and space, of matter, ai
motion, and ai lîfe. Inconceivable that the
whale universe can be for ail time the scene
ai the aperation of infinite persanal pover,
amnipresent, all-knaving,,, Utterly incamn-
prehiensible hov Infinite Purpose can be
associated %with endless material evalutian.
But it is na newv thaught, no modern dis-
covery, that wve are thus utterly powerless ta
canreive or camprehend the idea ai an lInfi-
nite Being, Almighty, AII-knoving,, Omnni-
present, and Eternal, of whose inscrutable
purpase the material universe is the unex-
plained manifestation. Science is in pre-
sence ai the ald, aid mystery,; the aid
questions are asked ai hier-" Canst thou
by searching find out Gad? canst thou find
oui the Almighty unta perfection ? It is as
high as heaven ; what canst thon do? deeper
than hell; what canst thou know ? " And
science Caiswers these questions, as they
wvere answered of aid-"' As touching the

1 Almighty, we cannat fin.1, him out."
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CURRENT LITERATURE.

T HE anonymaous ivork on 1'SupernaturalReligion"' appears ta have attracted
more attention than any rationalistic treatise
since the appearance ai Dr. Strausss ceiebrated
"Lebenjesu,> with the single exception ofErnest
Renans, which was, howvever, a romance rather
than a treatise, or even a biography. The
work, though published in twa volumes at a
high price, bas passed thraugh several editions.
lIs authorship is ont of aur cantemporary
enigmnas. It was atfirst attributed ta the learned
and venerable Dr. Connop Thirlwall, farmerly
Bishop ai St. David's, then ta, Dr. Muir, author
of "Ancient Sanscrit Texts," then ta the
Unitarian, Dr. Vance Smnith,, and now ta Mr.
Pusey, nephew of Dr. Pusey; but in the cases
ai Dr. Thirlwali and Dr. Smith, the conjec-

ture was met by a prompt deniai. In the
Contemborary Revie-v lately came ta hand,
Professar Lightfoot, a scholar ai the highest
reputation, contributes a 6.rst article on this
work, upon which he malces a trenchant andi,
we had a]most said, a savage attacit. Any
attenipt ta foliow the Professor's philological
criticism, which, from the nature ai the case, is
verbai'and technical in its character, would be
abviously impracticable viithin aur narraw
liniits. it must sufice, therefore, ta, indicate
briefly that criticism and the inain points con-
tended for by the writer. Quoting from, five or
six periadicais in which the anonymous author
is eulogized as an acute sdholar, a scientifi-
cally trained critic, &c., Professor Lightfoat
îronically suggests that the I' Supernatural


