RCCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGRNCE,

by the ordinance of God, as much as is the Church of

hrist. Aundis ittobe imagined that a true servantfl

of God may not take a pait and an interest 1 the
right administration of it ?

Still, Brethren, we are bound to declare to you, that
whenever there is in an individual or in a communi-
1y, a very passivnate and engrossin,; attention to the
ordinary strife of parties, and the disposal ot political
place and pre-eminence, it is sympomaiic of a low
state of religious fecling. We cin conceive a truly
religious man entering into all the details ot puhuca)
management, actuated throughout by the highest prin
ciple, and aiming only at ‘ends which religion ap-
proves as honourable and good.  But we canuot con-
ceive a truly religious man, so far torgetting the vast
disproportion between the thibgs which areseen and
lemporal, and those which are unscen and eternal, as
2o give himself with eager and almost engrossing con-
cern to the more passing interests of poutics. That
anuch of this secular and party spirit has been felt
2nd is slill ianifest amongst us, there is, we fear too
much reason to acknowledge and deplore. Itwill
not be pretended that the general interest taken in re-
ligious, does at all equal that which is taken jn politi-
cal -affairs and enterprizes. Every where there are
those, who .by the -attention they give to the business
of the public, warrant the suspiciun, that they are ne-
glectlul of their own. And how many such night be
reckoned up, did we extend the term; a man’s own
business, as we most legitimately nught, tu denote
that which_relates to the soul as well as to the budy,
toeternity as well as totime.

One grievous evil resulting. from this overstrained
anxiety about political affairs—an anxiety tvo hule,
if at all, restrained and sohered: by Chrisuan princi-
Fle, is the undeserved ‘importance which is attaciied
10 things that are really ot hule moment ~the dispe-
sition to-magnify the grievances under which the
comwunity labours,—the defects ot our political insti-
tutions, cr the errors of those in awthority, It is ut-
tetly impossible to deny, that up to the period cf the
recent insurrectious, the ends - of government were
substantially attained in thesé provinces. ‘L'here was
periect security for life and properiy and for the pur-
suits of commercial and agricultural enterprize. Nor
was there wanting a check abundantly strong, against
any disposition on the part of the execuuve govern-
ment to interfere with the rights and hberties of the
people.  Yet by many have those unspeakable bless-
ings been forgotten, in the contemplation of a few real
or imavnnarﬁ grievances. Revolutiun bas been at-
w_mpteff, without any thing to justify it. We had but
escaped from the horrors of one rebellion.  And now
the loyal and well dispused are called w assist in put-
ting down another.

‘We do cntreat you, Brethren, to guard against this
feverish and disproportionate anxiety abuat things,
which though of moment perhaps, are yctof inferior
moment. We bid you regard them in the light of
eternity.  'We call on you ever toconsder the bicss.
ings you enjoy, and tocompare them with any alleged
gricvances under wnich the agents and cinssarics of
revolt would have it that.you are labouring. We
would have you to remember the word of Gud, en-
Joiniag subjection ta civil authority, not only for wrath,
butalso for consciencesake. We warn you that as
Christian men, ye are bound in maters of pulitics, as
in ajll olherlhings, 10 act unto Christ, andto manmfest,
the holy, meek, forbeaning, and heavenly spint, which
he enjoined on his followers, and exetnplified 1n ham:
self, 'We are confident you will give no counicnance
1o any disloyal or revolutionary enterprize. Butto

e passive is not enough. Therc is vo grievance, c1-
vil or ecclesiastical, under which.you Jabour; which
will justify. you in refusing ncw, that promptand ener-
geticaid, which we 1¢joicetosay, you have on formet
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vecasions aflutded, tu put down disluyulty aud rebel-
ion.

It is only with the loyal and Christian spirit, which
we now cnjoin, that we would liave you o wohisider,
of luhe sieps dur the Teuwial, ol thie ecdesiastical
grievances under which we labour, and to which we
honestly avow we are very faf from wisling yeu to
be inditferent,. Wethink'it the buunden duty of eve-
ry munber o) the Church of Sculand to assert and
maintain and by all Jegal and constituticnal means to
prosecuie the just clann ot the Church of Seotland to
Ve in this culuny ob & fouting of perfect equality with
the Church ot England-  “I'o such &4 comise weshould
be led not merely by national teeling—far less by the
teeung of tesenent vt the neglect and the nyusuee,
with which we have in this 1espect been tieated,—
least - of’ all, by any- desire to withdraw the aid of go-
vernment, fom any chuich that holds in substance
and tca “hes with etliciency the gospel of our blessed
Lord. A vegard to the anoral and spiritual interests
of the Presbyterian population, whether originally
membeis of .ithe Scottish Chureh, or of the Synod of
Ulster, now happily re-united to that church in close
and affectionale communion, furnishes better ground
1o proceed on, and gives to the prosecution of our
claim, the character of & sacred duty, which we may
not in conscience neglect, w hile prolessing regard for
the glory of God or tlic advancement of the church of
Christ, .

We cannot believe that it would be for the interest
of pure and undefilcd religiun that the Pre:byterian
people should be constrained by necessity to reccive
religivus ordinances from a church, againstthe whole
frame and policy of which they protest as unseriptu-
ral, and in lge practical administration and efficiency
of which, they assuredly sce nothing to entitle it to
that_superwority which it arrogates over theif own:
Neither n the face of all experience, can we admit
the cfficacy or sufficiency of the voluntary principle
to supply the religious destitution of the colony,~in
which there are now not_fewer than eighty Presbyte-
rian congregations without the ordinances of religion.,
What ¢ourse then yemains fur us, but to seek for the
church to which we belung, what the highest authori-
tics. of the law teach us, we have alegal right to de:
many, 2n equal share of the countenance and support
of Government, with that which has bitherto been en-
grossed by the Episcopal Church 7 And that we
make this demand so, as eflectually to show, that we
feel not merely our national honour, and our political
nightsimplicatedinthe answ er we receive, butthe high
spirituil interests of ourselves and our countrymen.,

That demand, we hesitate not to say, Brethren, itis
your duty to make—instamly —firmly— perseveringly
—to every competent awthotity, and in every constic
tutsonal way. ltwill say hude indecd ‘foryour Chris-
uan patriousm; if the zcal which cin be kindled so
casily on any common matter of commercial or poh-
tical regulation should stumber in this—or if, by suf-
tering your mimalers to plead what is really your
cause, you expose them to & charge of worldly mind-
cdness; from men, who would esteem all they have
cever presumed to ask, and thai not so much for ther-
selves as for others, a_scanty maintenance for their
humblest dependent.  Yet while we counsei you. to
be zcalous, we do also desire that your modcravion
and Chnstian temper be known and approved by all;
Let not your demands be made, in any angry spirita-
gamst the church of England—nor with disregard’ of
the claims of vther churches, who hold the truth as 1t
is.in Jesus, cven as we trust, that we ourselves do.
We caution you against_the loose Jatitudinarianism
which would give cqual countenance to any sect or
party, no matter how wild or unseniptural the opinions
they hold. But we caution you alsoagainst the bigot-
ry and uncharniableness ot those whoarrogaie to ther



