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Thieir gre-lt objet -vas to siiplify thiese, that thecy Inliglit bo maorc easily un-
derstood, and thec botter adapted to the timics. I1» particular, it -as thecir
desire to oxpNg)lle ol)jeCtionlable passages, and express mlore clcarily and de-
c;ideodi, thirl sentiments on1 the liiportantquestion of the inagistrate's poiver ini
ma-zttersi of religion.

,y appointient of Synod], it -as neecssary, that ail students, berre, bcing
liconsod, sl:anld join in COvenanting. ]'>lt, as tho Bond for enga-ing- in this
iras ta uindergo snochage as wouljd frc it; froni objectienable matter, as if
those -%îio cnt1ered inito this Bond -ere binding theniselves ta nII that; i con-
tained in tlie National Covenant, and Solenîn League ; anid was ivithi other
documients of the Chutrcli to ime rendered niiore adapted to the timies, it -%as
;igreed lîy thie Synod, that yauug men nbout to bo lieenscd, should ho toxeused
1.romi en«racil< in Covenanting, ti Il the alteratiens conteinilnted. wiere linally
agreed 'O drOided they s 1 iilied thecir approval af Covenantiing arand
their intention ta enter on it, -holn a fit oppartunity miglit occur. Against;
tl2is onactmneut, liow-cver, the lici. Arehibald B3ruce of Whitburn, the Professer
Of ])iviinitv, protested, and tho 1Rev. Mr. Aitken of ]Cirriciinuir, joinled inIi is
protest. flis rensons for' this are ineluded in the deelax-ation iwhichll 0lows:
" ihat somne appear to have coasidercd the oeorture (of the iestinîony,) whl

uinder re-civ, as cxliibitinig the public and authentie declaration of the pria-
Ciples or thlis Synlod, at least So Iiir as the review lias procecded, and as sus-
pouding and invalidiag former nets, wvhercin these principles woere judicially
doclarcd; and this seexus to receive ceuintenance fromn a deed of lasi, meeting

oSynod, stusponding pragress iii covenanting, beeause sanie things in theé
'T'stiniony and acknliowvldgmcat af sins are prcseatly un(ler consideration.
I le therellore craves to ]lave itmnarked, thatIbis eontinuinýg te cancur in rleiisingq
tic everture ks iiot te be conistrnected as adînitting this -view ; but thiat lie pro-
';eed1s in this, or iu considering hcercafter any new overture for an cnwe-
nmen t afisilis, pon thec suppes itioni that our principles, and the acts explaiurn
tlhcmi, î-cnaiîî in force ia the meantinie; that -we iiny net -violate, the rie of
the apostle, Prove -Il thinigs. and hiold fast that î%vliiehl is good.'

In ý.eptcniber, 1799, whlen the Svn4d adeptcd the new 'cnwegîete
-Sins, aind en-gagemlent La dulties, thcey agrecd to insert a«l clause iu the second
question of thie Formula, te the eflect tlîat the assent requiredl te the dloctrine
%)f the Caonfession af 1-aith, was to be understoed as qualitied by the declaration
oi Syned given Ii May, 1-106, and recwed ii 'Septeinber, 1799. On tliik, twi-
inisters cî-aved tha.t*it nîight ho înlarkied, tîmat they did net acquiesce; and

Praflessor Brmue enteî-ed the following protest:-
1, Arel.ibaldl BIruce, thoughi cordially 1ppreving ai tue dulity ai publie Cave-

0atn anld ai Covenalit menovatbea, as eaacted and practised in thte 'eccssien,
;îi d net averse frein adlirtee eofthe foraier ncknowledgincnt ofaiiis ald
B'ond, or a furthcr anci prapei-acconinienditien or ihum ta presemit tiniies.tind( cir-
ý!unistanccs, yet liad niiyself obliged ta protest, and 1 hereby (Ie protcst, in nîly
OwnV mmmcle ani*ii naine oU all the iisters or people i the Asoeciate BiodIY, %who
nîay ieonit tlieir dunty ta adhecre, aigainst this l)reselit net a Synuod, Fo far as
it cnjois a ncw Acknoawledgnieut ai Sins and Engageiiient ta Duties, incan-
..stcrmt %with, anid deregatory tan these fornierly enactediand salenînli rerognized

aaegus, or ivitli ar declarcd principles, pi-tieularly as teadingta introduce
in1 a rash ai suhdoleus inaiiner, and to iîingle in timese soein eNeorcise.q, :1
neii scctariaiî çelicie, in rcercence te public reforiuation and cavenants; and
for ather rcase.îs tliat îîîay bo statcd and niare fully illustrated liere-Ifter.

111, la likze nîa.nr.er, i-eîelw iiiy protestationi fomicrly tiken ngatinst the
-re.ncmal andi( iir- nianiier iii wuichi zanie par-t of the doctrine of thie iCunfesii
of Faitm ivas vir-t-mlly dIrappleg and conideînncd, andl the change ofaur Fonnnhla
a~nd paes.nthnt en.-ued, mvhicli vague exception or caîide-nnation ks nemi-

judiciallv extcendod, anîd ta o aîplied te cvcry thing rclatiing ta thie sanie
.subjeet In othter stwanard boeks or paîmers Iiithierta senc to amoîî; uis. 1
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