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-would a man think if bis childrcn
knelt and begged for his love, or for
thieir daîly broad? He wouid think
his chiildren showed a very low con-
oeption of their father's sense of
duty and affection." Thoso are tho
words in which the sceptical objec-
tions to prayer are stated. I xreply
nt once, and plaînly, that hore this
is a double fallacy. For this state-
ment is both a misrepresentatîon of
prayer and a misrepresentation of
God. The misrepresentation of
prayer is in putting the seventh
part for the whole; the iisrepre-
sontation of God is in suàgesting
that ERis Fathorhood is no more than
stoical isolation.

The Nature of Prayer.

What is prayer? I ask. Is it whlat
this writer says, Ilknoeling and
bcgging " ? It is no more morely
bogging than one colour of th.e
spoctrurn is the wliole of light. For
evory Christian as well as every non-
Christian should always rernomber
that there are seven distinct ole-
nients ini real prayer, evon as there
are in this liglit. In whiat ive
cail "wvhite"e light, thore are
soven prismatie colours always
blondcd. They are the red, orange,,
yellow, green, bine, indigo, and
violet. You cannot get ria of thern;
they are always there, and in that
order. Even so true prayer includes
thoeso sovon olornents, and aways in
their true order.

Fîrst, adoration. For no mnan
can truly pray, unloss in sorno degree
lie realizos that hoe is prayingr to
God, and God' who is God must
needs be adored. Aflter adoration
there cornes, or should corne, thanks-
giving. For the approhiension of the
groatness of God must be immedi-
ately followedl in thought by the
recognition of Ris goodness. Thon
cornes,' alas! Our oniy too clear recol-
L-ction that as mortal men we 'have

bi 11 rcquited that goodness, or,

t? put it one word, the conviction of
sin. Thus the need for penitence
follows upon the recognition of the
goodness of God. But alter peni-
tence, necessarily and always, reso-
lution; for penitence without resolu-
tion is vain and false.* That whichi
real repentance dreàds rnost of al
is the repetition of the sin.

Tien, and only then, is the time
or place in true prayer for what our
friend calis begging-though we
rnay prefer to cail it petition or
request. It is only alter adora-
tion - and thanksgiving, confession,
and seif-consecration, that there is
any place for petition in prayer.
There is no more xnisleading
conception of prayer than that
whicli one too often nieets with
-as thoughi it sirnply nieant
that God was flooding this world of
ours with indiscriminate blank
cheques for every one to fill in ac-
cording, to their fancy. That may
ho a pious imagination, but it is not
Christ's doctrine of prayer, nor is
it even the tri,'-Ii as to that element
of CCpetition " c.uncerning which the
apostie says that Ilil we asi: any-
thing according to Ris wilI lie hear-
eth us." The will of God herein is
made plain as the light of day. If,
in reality, we would approach Hîrn,
it must he in Ris own appointed
way. And the final authority as to
that way is neither theological in-
vention nor religious custoni, but the
clear teaching of the Bible itself.

Even alter petition there are two
other parts in prayer. For interces-
sion, wherein we plead for others,
is as valid and as necessary in al
true prayer as any sincerity or ear-
nestness on our own bohaif. And
yet there is another element, and
that is subrnission. For this neans
the final recognition that after al
our entreaty, and assuming all pos-
siblesincerity, seeing that we plead

* IlIf I regard iniquity in my hcart, the
LordwilI not hear nie."-Po. lxvi. 18.


