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*Jesus ssid té his disciplos.
thay [ am ? .

.Slmon Potor answered and said :  Thou att Christ

tho Son of the living God.

And Josus answering, said to him . Blessed

that Simen BarJuena . because fleah and bluod hath
w0t rovealed it to thee,baty fathes who 18w heaven,
\ Prtxn , AND
wFort Ti1s rock | wiLt suiLo My Cuurcd, aND ThE

AMD I 8AY TO THEE . THAT THuU ART

687ks OF HRLL SHALL NOT PRAVAIL AGAINST IT.
[ LA

Awp Usuart vk vo THEE 1.8 Kevs or s Kine-
And whatsoever thou shalt bind
apen carth, it shall be buund alsa inheaven . ard w hat-
adarar thou shalt louse un earth shall be loosed also in

S0M OF HEAVEN.

beaten. S. Matthew xvi. 15—19.
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Was anything concealed from Pxren, who wad

styled the Rocx on which the Church was bailt, wie

ived the Keys uf the Kingdom of Heaven, and the

puweral Jou g and linding w Heaveu and on earth$?

.l'

gaTULLIAN Praserip xxin.
There 18 one Gud, and ane Chureh, and ono Clvais

fuunded by the vuice of the Lurd vron Peser.  That

uthier Altar be erceted, or a new Pricsthood esta-~

Lliahed, besides that voo Allar, and ono Priesihood,
13 '8 unpussiblo.  Whosueres gathers Jdsewhore, scauiers
Whatever is deviséd by human ficazy, 10 wolation of
the Divine Ordinance, is adulterous, impious, sacrile-
guous “'—81, Cyprian Ep. 43 ad plcbem. :

All of them remnaining silent, for the doctrine. waa

beyonit the reach of man, Peten the Prince of the,
Aposiles aud the supreme herald of the Church, not
fullowing his owa invm!iuna, nur persuaded by human
‘ reasvung, but enlighitened by lg

e Father, says~to

him: Thou art Christ, and not this alune, but the Soa.
of the lwing God.—St. Cyril of Jerusal. Cat. xi. 1.
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Ealendar,

Yasawary £5—Sunday—Quadragesrima 1 Sun-
day of Leut sem,
«  26-—Moadzy—Si Margazet of Costo-
. na Penit sem.
s 97—Tuesday~St Antherus P M
: doub from 11th inst.
28—Wednesday—St Gregory Il P
. G doud fram 13th inst.
sxcw 1—Th.rsday—St Peter Damian B €
- Dact from 23rd Feb.
¢  g—Friday—PFeast of the Ilance and
Nasis of Our Lord Josus Chnstywrzze

-4 wme - =

Guuy,.

o 3—Saturday—St Felix 1II P C doub
1 from 95th Feb.
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' COMPITUM ;
on,
e Mecting of the Ways at the Catholic Church.
THE ROAD OF CHILDREN. .
. Continued

Ia ths first place, the very Christian names
that children bear, except in the rare instances,
whera Jewish or Pagan names have beon pre-
farced, point, a8 1t wers, to the Cathohie Church,
and bear witness to us pecfections, which can
thus compel even its adversayies to perpctuate
the raomory of thuse who were its principal de-
fenders : Henry, Edward, Charles, Rober,

Willism, Kenchn, Maud, Clare, ull these house-|

hold names whichi, 1n later isfe, we aever hear
Sut from our nearest relations and old familiar
~fsiaadg, hut which touch ghe heart of man when
they are acrosted by them (a1 more than any new
and honourablo title that fortune can afterwards
<confer, are taken from the decpest flozes of
Catholicism, and puint at the (hurch in her
poriod of preatest extension and most exclusive
inflnence And remark here that this direction
ta plainly coaveyed, requinng ro fuolish ana-
grammatizer.g hke thar of Joha Bunyan, who
was satisfied with extracting from s name the
words nu hony 1n 2 B 5 or that by Pentose, who
discovered that the names of [Fathers Salvator
Male and Liouis Almerat, who wers both musi~
dans, coniained the leiters of the six musical
aotes ; or that of the Ludy Eleanor Davies,
which drovo her mad, fromn causing the fancy
that the spint of the prophet Daniel was incor-
porated in her.  But children in their eimplenty
might well suppose themselves clearly called to
tho Catholic Church, 1f they heard, which they
«ould hardly avoid doing suoner or later, that
sheir respective names ere those of men or
women who by her decrees are canonized. We
w0, they will say, are called a0 ; why then not
fallow in our faith those whoso nawes wers ims
pased upon us at our bapusm ?  Brantome says,
that tho fztker of Da Cope, Duc de Brissac,
hose to call e son Timoleon, followiwng the
Italians ip adantung a Pagan name, from havng
Besn pleased with rzading the life of Timoleon,
and feching 2 preseutiment that his son would
reecmole him, which he did in tome things,
though, 2s his ron lumself xemarked, not 1n all.
BRe, at loast, thicn was awzre hat there might
b3 disection in 2 name. Tho forco of names
wasno: unobscrved by the ancients, which even
escribed infiuencea to certan tnitial lettors, of
which Southoy gives amusing nstances, mulu-
plylog tho supposed proaf that D is a dyozmic
pregnant myste letter, not without reason called
by the Hebrows tho door, and endowing the
&omtipy of thosu whose names begin with it,—

Plutarch dwelle upon the strange resemblance
which he finds between tho hises of differznt meo
beering the samo name, as io tha instancs of the
two Aciroos and the two Scipiua®; z2nd the Rg
®AN eENate seeme to have vecagained the princi
plo lo ftsdocteo afier the dsleat of Antony, for-

» {a Yit. Rertesil. .

bidd*ng any one of the family thencelorth to
bear the - -~nom of Marcus. Yarro counts
about thirty phenoms which, ss Scwevola relates,
were not taken by boys beforo assuming the
manly gown, nor by girls befoye marrizge ; and
whicR were all significative, as Siatus {from sla-
bility, Faustus from faveur, Lucius from bLeing
born at the dawn, Marcos from being born i
March, Tiberivs from being born on tho banks of
the Tiber. The Romans sometimes gave names
whiel would, perhaps, 2zt somz i latgr times
better 131an thoir Christian appellation, as Suilius,
Porcius, and Bubulcas, taken from the animals
on whom their chief solicitude was bestowed, as
Plutarch observes iu s Life of Publicols. Pla
10, in the Cratylus, maintains that it is for the
sage alons to impose names ; and Pythagoras
ascribes the choice of names to a sovereign wis-
dom. In fact, neither Aristotle nor the Stoics
supposed that they were the result of chance —
PJato shows that the names of the heroes ase all
significative, as Hector and Astyanax, which
were invenited by poets 1o express their qualities
or deeds. 1o general, the ancients laid great
stress .on their children having vemarkable
names, a3 is observed by Julius Cresar Seatiger.
The Greeks, as Plutarch says, gave names taken
from great actiuns, as Soter, Callinicns ; or from
singularitics of face, as Physcon, Grypus; or
from virtues, as Luergetns and Philadelphis —
The ancient He rews had in great veneration
the scieuce of nsmes, the knowledge of which,
they said, was given by God 1o the patrizrchs,
and has been cuntinued by tezdition ; whom
Origen secms to follow, saying, that thero is a
secret and wondrous power in some sacred
names® ; which opinion will nut so much sur-
prise those who have remarked that Cyrus is
spuken of by name in the prophecies of Isaiali.
two centunes before s birth. The first He-
brew uames were significative.  Adam was,
made of red earth ; Abel, nothing, as baving no
lineage ; Seth, resurrection ; Mathuszel, god of
death, all his generation being desuned to the
deluge ; Lameth, striking, 28 killing Cain 5 Is-
rzel, son of God ; lsmael, ** the man having
keard ;** Ruben, son of the visivn; Simcon,
hearing ; Levi, addition ; Juda, praise: Phares

{division : Dauiel, judgement ; Elias, God the

Lotd, to signify his zeal aganst idolawry  So
aleo zmong the Greeks, Siephen siguifies 2
crown ; Anne, gracious; Magdslen, magaif

cent. Similarly, many names that became ewi-
nemly Christian had been originally significative
in the Pagan senee. Clovis or Lewis, signified
man of excellent valour ; Pharamond, true man;
Charles, sweet and pexceful ; Dagobert, re

nowned in arms ; Chilperich, who has power to
3d 3 H.enty, valiant sud honoursbls ; Childets-
ert, heroic{. -

{n the Christian saciety. howerer, :he use of
sames becamo far wtherwise significative, 36
beiag given 1o ciuldren with an especial refer-
ence ¢ ther to the saint who had burne them, and
under whosn paisonage they were thereby
placed, or to the festival on which they were
born ; and it is corious to remark, in spitc of the
continus] systematic resistance on the part of
some who give Jewish or Pagan nameazccording
to the extent of their infidelity, (or what clse 1s
heresy 1——that cven in seperated countries, there
are no pames, ushesing men into life, more
Czmiliar or popular than those which most direct
ly relato to the saints or fasuvals of the Holy
Catholic and Roman Church  Somé& names, it

18 true, continued to bo given as significative of
wterealt qualities : g Godeliebe, the meaniog of

—

® Hom v cont Celsum. .

t Do Is Rogue, Teaita de 1'Origing doa Nom‘

whigh is dear tv Gud, or as commemuative ol
some singular cvent, as Bonaventura, which was
givan‘to the child Juhn of Fidanza, on occasion
of his being cured by the prayers of St Francus,
whao used this exclamation vn heating of w. or
as being the names of sponsors, 1n bapusm,
which was usual on the conversion of Jews, as
in thé instance cited by De la Roque, of Louis
de Harcuuit, Viaomie do Chastelleraut, lieaten-
ant-general of King Charles V1., in Normandy,

'niving his name to a Jew in bapusin, while

some families sought to perpetvate relationship
with reroarkablo men by taking thesr aames, as
that af Elssex was often borne, in Juter 1imes, in
the Digby farnly,, and that of Guy, 1n the house
of Lasal, froun the seigneuno of which it was
made inseparable by a privilege of Pupe Paschal
11, 10 perpetuate the menjory of Christeadom ia
the holy war under Godefrey de Bouillon®.—
Buz these examples ouly confirm the justuce of
the ubservatiun in general, respecting ke factli-
ties afforded 1o children even in the names they
bore 1o trace thexr way back to the right road, sf
hy bitth they had been thrown ata distance from
the Church , suice by universal consent names
possess this power to recall the memory of deeds
and rmen.

‘Though for every name there is not such a
bnok as that by Marchantws, entitled Triomphus
S Joannis Bapuistae, dedicated 10 the munastery
of St John the Baptist, at Florins, with an ad-
ds 2d 008 qui Juwnw,memerunl.‘ x;x_
which every thinggascollected that Las reference
to the Precursor, for the wstraction of all who
bear his name, and for al! who belung to church-
s, or monastertes, or culleges placed under his
wrocation ; or that which he compesed on the
name of Jane, in which Trithemias, Abbot ol
Spanheim, De laubius sancissima: matns Annee,
inviting all the faithiful to iavoke her huly patro-
nage, observing the third fonia in her honour, as
Saturday.n that of the Blessed Virgin; and
theugh some cndeavour to substitute modern for
ancient assactutions, za when Dryden through
animosity against Jlunt 2nd Shadwell, and as if
to exhibit & counterpart 1o the thought of Sia
pleiun, in tus book on the Thres Thumases,
surmised that * dulncss and clumsiness were
faied 1o the namo of Tom " cuill it will ever be
unpossibla 10 orevent Christiau names frum being
intumately sasaciated with Catbolictsm by birth,
might as well bear the ancient phenows aken
frow colour, us Burra and Rutella, or have no
name atall, like the Chunese daughters, asthose
of swect holy women, for any boad which they
leara to expsuence (rom hesring Lincy or Elica-
beth ; butthe sign is no less held out to them
though they may neglect to read st , and whes-
sver all history is not absolutely ex.luded, suon-
er or [ater tho ides must suggest itscll’ that they
bear 2 pame rocalling some great and superemi-
ueat perfection, which requires to ho explained.

€t Jerome wriling to Lta on tho education of]
her daughter, desires that the fitst words she
learns to proaounce shogld bo the aames of tho
Apostles, or of the Pafriarchs and Prophets ;
and, indeed, many holy writers zccognise that
powerin the identity of names which was felt by
the aacients, s when ths Rumans, on making
peace with ths Sabines, agreed, in order 16 formn
but onc naiion, to take ezch o:her’s names in
futare. 1z would be long tospecify the names
which poiat significantly to the Church, as com-
mcmorative either of persons or ductrines , for]
among the latter may be classed ‘such as recall

angels, 20 that borne by him_to whom St Grego-
vy sent 3n epivtle, who had many associates 1n
1, Angelo Pauiciscus, Dogs of Venice, and the

* D¢ la Rogos
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Patriarch of Jerusalem , and Angelo do Vieto-
013, the holy monk of Ferrara, and others® : and’
such as are fo.med of the name of Mary, con
sgnaddy win Jho tule of same mystery, as that of
Dolutes, or snme other taken from the festival
af the Blessed Virgin, nearest to which the
chid’s birth took piace. according 10 the Span-
18h custom, tu the prevalence of which so much
contsiy -ied the msutution of the sodalites by Sy,
Phiip Bentius, which were extended throngh
alt Burope and a great part of Asmz. The sve-
cessor of John 11, on the throne of Portngal,’
sutnamed the Great from the glory of tis reign,
was called Emmancel, from baving been bon
on the fesuval of Curpu. Chusti, at the moment
when ths procession passed beture the palace.—
Suing nawes pointed at the saint whose memory
was especially dear to certan provinces, when
they wete commonly berne by the people of ‘all
ranks, as Berenger and Raimon in Provencs,
Maurice and Rene 1n Anjon, Eude and Bemgne
in Bargundy, Tlibaud and Eustacke in Cham-
pagne, Baldwin i Flanders, Hugues and Engs-
erand 1n Pricardy, and Gilbert 1n the Sourbon-.
nois, Alamm, Yoes, Rulland in Batiany, Wilham,
Richard, Robert, and Raoul in Normandy, Wil
liam, Raimond, Bestrand, and Roger in Gasco-
ny,John Bapust in Genoz, and Patrick 1 Ire-
land.  Sumetimes the country uself was desig~
nated by the name of us first apustle, as parts of
the Indies ; and if we credst an ancient author,
_l_i_nat of tha Savoyards, who 1a gratude to Sa-
bandius, Bishop of Arles, who in 553 convertod
tho Allobroges fram sdolasry to the Christians
{aith, assuned ever afierwards the namo of their
spisitual Jather}  Iloly wtiters have not dise
dained to remark the tracks which we are how
fullowing. * It is common,? says St Thumas of
Villanosa, ¢ for all writers who scek to extols
any onc to begin by citing some great testimony -
1 pratze of hua name, though wheace this tas~
tomn has arisen I know not. One can understand
why 2 person should be cummended for his own:
acts, or fur lus parents and farmly, or for hise
courtry, thuugh this seems mare strange, but to
praise 4 name seems absurd, since it 15 given fur-
slizht causec, and belangs to guod and evil alike.
Neverihieless, this common opinion of mea seems:
to originate in the idea that there lics hidden a
certam mystery in a namo, and that i 13 not 1m=
pused on men without a certain diving provi--
dence, and that it contains a certain prognostsy
and presage . God thus sectatly ordamming, that.
it shonld serve as a cenain tacit vocation to man,
which e aften sce verificd ; as in Genesis,
where it is said, recte vocatam est nomen cjus
Jacoh—and now alsc it often happehs, that thome.
parents who, reavuncing Chustian piety, give
Pagan names 1o their chuldren, find them a 73 2
wards become very hiko those whose names ¢ 2y
bear, thatss, impiaus and profane: nor can we-
sappose that thuse ancient Fathers would have.
been so careful in imposing names on thesr chil-
dren, unless that the choice of a name had really
some connexion with the iutare mani.’ That:
thoinfluence of cames was not unfelt by thoss.
who boro them, mught bo shown from express.
testimoaics, of which ono instance must aunfiica,
taken {rom a name Borne by iwenty-four soves-,
cign pontiflfs, of whom some were martyrs.

Ia Clairvauz, says Cresar of Heislerbach, wps
a ceriaio young nonk named John, who was a-
great Jover of StJohn the Bapust, haying beea~
born on tho dzy of his.nauwity, and called after
tum in consequencd. \Vbeorser anythiog was.
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® Do 1a Cerda, Ds excellentia Ca:lesuum'
Spisituam, ¢ 2. o i

 Da Port, Hist de I'Egliso d’Arles, 148,  °°
% S. Thom Vill Serm Da Josn Bapt iiis



