THE BUSINESS SITUATION
Winnipeg, Saturday, March 19.

Business fs eatisfactory in most
bLranches, as Avlll be seen by the state-
ments in detadl following, under tho
various headings. There have boen
no further commercial fatlures of any
fmportance. The enormous passenger
paliway: traffic is one of the prin-
opad features, duec to the opening of
the annual spring immigration move-
ment combined with the travel to the
Ktondike, nr well as the extra, travel
induced on account of the cut ratlway
rates. The passenger traffic now.
belng handled by the rallways here,
exceeds alf previous records. Freight
traffic Is also heavy for the seazon,
Bank clearings at Winnipeg continuo
to show o respectable increaso over
previous yearg.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday, March 19
BOOTS, SHOES AND LEATHEIR,

Sorting trade is not very brisk yet,
tlhough something is doing. Thero has
been considerable demand for rubbers,
owitg W the prevalence of slushy
weather. Rubler footwear is very
firm on account of the high price of
crude rubber. There has been uo ad-
vanes yet In  prices, though other
clusses of rubbelr goods have veen ad-
vancod., Leather 18 flrm. It is said
that tan-colored leathers wrll not be
usexl as freely thls season uas last,

BINDER TWINE,

This line keeps very firm, on ac-
courrt of the advancing price of the
raw materingi Zbth for manilla and
slsal, pa:ticulm-ly for tho latter. To
show ‘how strong tho market is, it
may be stated that as late as Febru-
ary 1, slsal was quoted at 8 8-Lo at
New York, and & month later, on the
1st of March, the quotatlon was 4
1-4 to 4 3-8¢. Stocks were light and
fmportations less than uguatl to that
date. Local prices are now 1-2 to S-4c
higher than Jast year and very firm.
In car lots sisad twine is held at 6
1-2¢. manilla at 7 1-2¢ and pure mun-
illa at 3e.

DRY GOODS,

Clotlung dealers are now preparing
for the fall and winter trade, though
the sorting seagon has not opened yet
in spring goods.  Considerable business
his Leen done in furnichings. Cut
price sales of dry gools have some-
what demoralizad the ¢'ty rvetall trace.

FISH.

Prices are the same. Oysters con-
tinue to ecll at a wide range ot
prices, according to quality. They
Iyave been sold at a close price thig
seasen, cho.ce selects costing more to
lay down liere than some have Leen
sold at.

GREEN FRUITS.

Thero is scarcely any change this
week. New dates are ollering moro
freely. ‘Good apples are scarce. Spot-
ted and damaged stulf are sell-
ing at buyers' prices. DPrices are
as {ollows: Mexican oranges, §8.00
to  $38.5035 , navel oranges, $3.75
to $4.00 Chllfornia scedling  or-
ranges, $3.20; DUltter orauges, $6
per case; bananas, per bunch, $2,60

THE COMMERCIAL

to §£8.60; California lomong, $£8.76 to
$4.00 poer box; apples. Ontarin stock,
$4 to $4.60 per oarrel for good to
cholee; gouthern apples S per bbl: off
quality. £2.00 to $£3.50 per bbl. a8 to
condition, cranberrics, unfrozen, $8.50
o $9 a barrel, frozen stock, $4 1o $7
per barrel, as to quality, which varies
widely; e&weet  potatoes, £5.00
per barrel; Malaga grapes $7 to §10
per kegs Ontarlo black walnuts. 8 10.:
cocoanuts, $1 per doz.; Slelly fliberts,
large. 11 to 12¢ per W  Greonoble
walnuts, 1dc; figs, fancy elemes, $1.25
Lo £31.50 per 10 1b. box. £0 'b. hoxes,
16¢; 50 Ih, boxes, 17c per (b, dates,
7c per 1b.; shelled walnuts, 25
to 27¢ per (b imported celery, 60 to
75¢ per doz.; honey, 7 1-2 to 10c.
GROCERIES.

The general tendency is onoe of firm-
ness, particularly for cured meats,
lard, canned goods, oatmeanl, ete. Bus-
fucss ig fately active, See quotations
on another page.

HARDWARE AND PAINTS.

Business fa good. There continues
to be a large movement in barb wire
sud rome other lines, and an activo
trade m building hardware is expecte
ed this season. Turpentine Is quoted
lhugher, in sympathy with the shaxp
advance 1 other markets, Bulldors'
paper 3 selling at lower prices this
ceason than ever before here.

LUMBER.

A good business is doing for the sea-
son and the outlook is goodq, as vliere
will certainly be more bullding ‘toing
than usval th.s season, both in the
ctty and country., This combined with
lighter stocks of lumber than have
been hield at this scason lor many
years, means that the season will be
o busy one at the mills. The situa-
tion In the clty lumber trade is still
somewhat unsetiled, though the pros-
peets pomt to o, more amicable under-
standing than has prevaled for somo
tinle. Another advance was mulo
recently in Britishu Columbin lumber
by the coast mills,. making the second
advance thas season for the spring
trade, though the last advallce s not
as great as the first one. The ad-
vance 1s §0a ot a number of lines, ana
$1 on two or tlree lines, while it is
$150 on No. £ grain fleoring. ‘The
following shows the lines advaucel,
wath the new prices delivercd on ecars
ot Manitoba and other 30 cent freisht
poluts s .

BRITISH COLUMBIA FIR.
Stuplap, advanced 502 to $17.50.
No. 2 grapn flooring advanced $1.00

§22.00.

No. 2 Celling advanced $1 to $22.

No. 8 ceiling advanced 50¢ to $19.50.

No. 158 celling advanced 30¢ to
S1&.30.

No 2 celling advanced 50¢ to $16.50.

No. 2 siding advanced $1 to §22.

Ne. § siding advanced $0c¢ to $19.30.

BRITISH CULUMBIA CEDAR.

No. 1—1 . x 8n. to 12 in,, advanced
$1 to §36.

Coinmon boards advainced 3SUa to
$16.50.,

Shiplap advanced 50c¢ to $17.50).

. GRATN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT—The local market has been
quiet this week. It was expected
that Manitoba farmery would market
conslderable wheat this month, but so
far they have not done muvh, and the
grain delivery scason is now almost
over until after seeding, when what~
ever surplus held by the farmers will
be brouglht oaut. The small deliverles
this month would indicate that the
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farmers are not holding as
wieat ag was supposed, Prices have
been casler.  In the Winnipeg streot
market. ag ligh as 88 was pald to
farmers carly in the week, but yester-
daly pricos were down to 84c for best
samples, and at Manitoba country
market about £2¢ wad paid to farm-
erg at 18¢ freight rate points to TFort
Willlam. Dellverles were light, Thore
wap very little business dotng in spot
wheat, and prices ranged from 96c
to 97c¢ for No. 1 haxrd, afloat basis,
FFort Willlam. On Wednexsday thero
were sales at the lower quotation. On
Thursday prices ‘were about 1-2¢
higher, and yesterday 97c¢ was quot-
ed for spot No. 1 haxd. May delivery
about 21-2¢ premium over cakh.

FLOUR~The market is steady and
prices unchanged. We quote. Patent,
$2.50; best  bakers  #2.30; second
bakers $1.90; XXX, £1.40 per sack of
98 ib-, with discount of be net.

MILLI'ELD~Prices are unchanged.
We quote bran at $11 and shorts $138
per ton In bulk. Large lots $1 per
ton less.

GROUND  TFEED — Yure gralu
ferd I9 quoted at $22 to §24 for
rolled oat feed. Tuferior mixed mil
feed, $18 to £20 per ton. Ground corn
feott Is higher and now quoted at $17

o0 $18 per ton, Oi} cake $22 per ton,

OANTNEAL—The market is firm and
the tendency upwawxl., Dealers aro
selling to the trade at $2 for sacks of
roilad, though some meal bought earl-
ier before the recent advances, has
been selling at $1.85 to $1.90.

BARLEY—Nominal. Practically no-
thing doiug. Value irregular. Some
will e wantad for seed, but anuything
held has been held at such hligld prices
that possible buyers have been discour-
aged from  taklug hold, One car of
fead barley was offered at 33a iy the
countryt equal to 39 1-2¢ on track
here. freight paild. We quote feed bar-
ley nominal as 33 to 40c. See:l barley
uominal st 45 to 50c.

OATS—VPrices arr atwul the same as
last week. Up to 35c¢ per bushel of 34
pounds Is atked abt country uoints for
clioice oats, aml wo hear of o few carsa
selingz at about this price, for No. 1
white. Tiiis wounld he equal to atout
41c, cost including freight, on track
Winnjpeg. Feed oats arc lield at 39
to 40c and seed at 41 to 43c. .

CORN—-We quote 40¢ per bush. of 56
g, for cars on  track lere. Some
cars have changel hands at 39¢, but
this is reganied as Lelow the market
value.

BUTTER. creamery—A Jittle fall
creamery ig still hetd, which is sel.ing
at 28 to 23 1-2¢c. -

BUTTER—Dalry—Market is steady.
We quote dealers paying 14
to 16¢c net for gonl to cholce dairy
tubs, and selling at 16 to 132 on a com-
mission basis, less freight and commis-
slon. Good rolls will bLring about as
mnch as dalry. Much of tho butter
offeriny is not really fresh goods, and
this apnlles to rols ag wrdl as. tubs,
a good doal of th latter belng worked
over goods. .

CHEESE~Decalers are sclling at 10
to 101-2¢. Stocks limited.

EGGS—Iggs are easler, and the
market I8 irregular, I'riges are lower.
Dealers have bern se'lling  eggs this
woesk at 1+ to 15¢, which cost them
16¢. Rececipts are fairly liberal. We
quoto fresh at 14 to ibg, and| med 10
to 20c.

DRESSED TOULTRY—Poultry© 13
gcarco and prices firm, Good chickons:

mmuch



