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DoIINION.- Canada has nal yet a suficient îpertilaioîi ta stard a twa
cent letter rate, but soainer or later our pcatage regîtlations wiII bc level te
tbolle of Oreat Brilain, but the United States.

The carrespondence betveen the Governments of Canada and Nev.fourid-
land le samewhat inîereing resding and praves pretty conclumively that
Newfoundland hnaving padketed the coin for fi-thmg licenses lias no inclina-
tion te pool with Canada aud dividc as agrced upan.

The report of the negotia.ýtions betwcen Canada and the Uniîted Statcsi if;
satlsfactory as far as it gacs, but it just stops ehort of the veiy niatter in
which the public ore niast deeply interested. Sazal fiBeheriz, .Xlaska bc>un-
daries and the observance of the golden rule wit!x respect luo% wrchago arc
aIl important inatters, but bellide reciprocity in trade these sink fit.) iusi ni-
ficance aud ail the world wonders wby the negotiation of a great irade
treaty was given the go-by.

Since writing the foregaing the Minister of Finance has mpde hie budget
speech which is to te speak the focus af tiie st2ssional debalee. From il we
learn that Canada's financial position je heaithy, tbat the public debt bas
increased but slightly while the rate of intereal bas decreased. But iroin
the budget speech we learn that thie Canadian Canîmiseionera did discus
at Washlngton trade relations v7ithi tha United States, aud that front îhesc
discussions they are convinced tbat no recipracity in nalural products wil
be cansidered, and that the broader unrestrieled recprocity wvill involve the
the raieing of our tariff wall te the samne level as that of the United States,
discrimination against the mother country and a fslling off of the Ctinadian
revenue. This declaration of the Finance Minister je; one of the noat sûri ous
that bas ever been mode lapon the flooraI of Parliament, sud %we coufess that
when ls truc inwardness is fally digested by the people of Canada lhey iih
require mare than ordinary pluck, enterprise and fortitude to enable thean
ta baille with the immediate future.

LOCAI.-AMOng the privale and local buis at uresent befare the Legis-
lature are several which bave niare than an individual inlerest. Several
companies for the mining of gold are being incarporated. An Act of
incorporation ls aise being secured by the Newport Plaster, «Mining and
Manufacturing Comxpany. The other Acts refer chiefly to the incorporation
of cemeteries and water conipanies. Alinosl every village in the Province
is piping for a water supply, and paaadoxical as it rnay seena, %ith the
advent of a suppîy of pure waîer cornes a %wide-apread desire ta lay ont and
beautify certain spots foir the dead. Au Act has been introduccd for the
purpose of prevenling persans comrnitting fraud by the execulion of secret
bills of sale. The Legisîniure hat3 bcen asked ta incorparate the Church

HOspia Association ci te diocelle oftvaiota e ns are daîly
presented praying for a change in the Act for tbe collection of debls which
wlll exp edite the collection of emaîl debîs.

The Municipalities are frequeutly called upori ta pay damages ta persans
who have receaved injury on accouant of the condition ai the road8 and
bridges. To prevent unnecessary cost, aIl such cazes it le proposed liera-
after ta setîle by arbitration.

Last week the Provincial Secretary by resolution calledl on Mr. Caban,
leader of the opposition> ta 8pecifv his charges againist the supporters of the
Governuient, and required bian te table hie evidenco %vith rcspec'. to the
acte of fraud wbich Mr. Caban stated had been alleged ta have been coin-
mitted with respect ta the expenditures of the raad muies. Over ibis
resolution the batlle waxed warm. The Provincial Secrelary claimed that
Mr. Caban havirag miade general charges of corruption il %vue bis duty to
specify the corruptions and show evidence of the corruption. Mr. Cahf-n
claimed that as a rueniber t.f the Legislature bie bail the rigbî te have the
charges made by hina as well as the evidence upon which sueh charges were
based examined before a Eelect comtnitlee. The batîle avas fought out on
purely party grounds and parliamentary praclise wae quoted on both sidea
ta prove diametrically opposlite view8. T. -resululion of the Provincial
Secretary was snpported by a Vote Of 26 and opposed by a vote of ici ment-
bers of tbe bouse. Mr. Caban eubsequently, wbîle prolesling il ta bc bis
privilege te use bis own judgnenl wxth respect t0 8pecifying the charges,
decided ta bring the matter ho a head by naming joseph lecPhereoin, A. J.
Mcflonald, o! Cape Breton, anad John A. Fraser, of Victoria, lI:rce support
ers of the Governrnent, as being implicated in certain irregularities %vith
respect ta the expenditure of road manies in the caunîles nanxcd. The
public avill watcb wlth interest the oulcame of the enquiry upon these speci-
fie charges.

Niealy ever7 one nccds a coad spring medicine, and Hood'a Sarsaparilla is undoubtcdlly
tho butl. Try il tis season.

NEWS 0F THE WEEK.
Subseribaru romitting Malncy. cithor direet ta the office, or through Arérts. will tind

a recolpt for the amount inciosed lu their noit Palier. Ali roinittatices àshould be mtudo
pabyable to A. Milme Fruae.

The Commercial Cable Ca. shows a profit for laat year Of $1,085,314.
The asanual meeting of the Dominion Rifle Association was beld aI

Ottawa on the x6tb.
The Warden, published at Arichat, cornes t0 us niuch enlarged and ima-

proved in appearance.
L.ouis Cyr, the Canadian strong nman, bas returned ta Moutreal aller hav-

ing a goad lime in Europe.
The barque Sylvaia was wrccked on Trinity Ledge, near Yatmoutb, on

Sunday nigbt. Ftve o! the crew were lost. The barque was owncd by
Adams McDougaUl, Maitland.

Lloyd'il bondcd ivarehoueB in St. John, N. P.- was partially burned on
1Moidý%y Ihte wall considerable loss on goodie.

An Lccideut liadipentd la a C. P. . R. locomiot ive and Pulman car at
1'tilmntior,d oit Friday. 'l'li damuage amaunts ta;Sio,ooo.

The strike on the C. P. R. ie aver, aud the pointa of différence betwecn
the coaupany and the men ara to be referred la zirbitration.

lirs. Josr.ph Niler, of Northi Range, Digby, gave birth te four children
last wcck. Thiey arc ail boys and weigh 23 poutnds 4 Ounlces-

'rite Germnan steamer Wilhlut (JcLoanier wvcnt ast.ore on Thrtim C-1p
shoals on Wednesday,but lvae got oIffwi.h t mc asiit-ince of îugs in the afler.
noon.

At die board of hicahhi meeting an Tuesday cvening a lively discussion
taok pldce ovtr the morit8 of difftrcnt diàioife..îants, and it wvas d-:cïded nal
te include a Iist of the saine.

The Ilalifax B3oard of Trade listencdl an WVednesday to the arguments
of the Mlerchant's Tax Reform Associaaon. rhie mitter is to bo brouglit
before the City Council again.

A. C. Bel], of New Glasgow, recently sbipped a valuible consignment
of horeus to Ilidepeaidence, Iowa, w1here they ivilI be trained by C. A.
Thoxupson, onc of the mobt successful trainers of the we8t.

Messrs D M. Ferry & Co., Windsor, Ontario, have our thankb for an
assorted lot of gaîden seeds of %whichi wc shall Blake good usa. Ferry's
beautiful sccd atinual was receivcd and noticcd eame wveeks aga.

A ghaftl3 fiLd IU~s made oin Archibild'a faim ncar Tiuro un Fuiday let
in the bhapu of a hunian band strvered at the wvrist j-Ant. I %vas nlot anuch
decayed, and Ibert is no solution of lthe mny8tery of %vihcra it came from.

Thomias Manuing, reported nflîtbiflg froni the deoli ivater tcimibus, Hali-
fax, was drowned. Divcr Defries fuund the u nfortunaie man'is bcedy on
Thursday of last week. Ile must have falien froua a gang-way between a
steamer and the wharf.

'l'bc New B3runswick goveznimertt b.is been coquetuivg( with direct taxa-
tion and introduced a bill ih aeveral clauses wvhich wauld not go down.
As a result il was obligcd to drop the clauses relating ta provincial fees on
liquar licenses, taxation of marine mnsurance, expres2 companies and telegraph
companien. The two latter will probably be introduced in amended form.

]3y sonne annoying blunder of the Colonial Office, Canada's offer of a
niodu8 vivendi ta Ncvfoundland, bad not reached St. John's up te the
liane of going ta press. The malter was cabled ta London ne2rly thrce
weciks &go, and *.he proposaIs must have been sent front thcrc te lffid. by
mail, ivhich would accaunt for the delay. Lurd Kniutsfard must be very
ecanomacal.

The letîer-carrier8 of the Domninion have presented lhrough Mr. W. D.
MacPherson, of Torato, a petitian te the Pastîmaster-Gene.ral a8king that
thu maxinmum salary of lelttr-carritrs bc increased ir.am $600 ta 8750 Per
annum, ta be attained as lit prcsent by cigtt ycara service. Sir Adolphe
Caron s;àid hie cauld nal grant the request wiî;hout conferring wilh bis
colleagues.

Thie £.iltrtdid ctistom bouse building ai St. JuhD, N. B., ivhich cost the
governmtrnL $380,000, wvas destroyLd Ly fire ,aa Saturday night. If appears
to bo lime fvr sorte miene ta be takcn ta î,revcnt the liassibility of such
canflagratioLâs. Tticre were other alarnis of firc during the same evening
and the flue depariment ~vis out aIl tu.e titre. A high %wind iras blowing,
and il is somelhing la be thankful fe.r that tîxe caliruity Of 1877 %vas nlot
repeated.

WVe have received froua tle publishers the ist. No. af Vol. IV., of The
Canadiat .Poultry Journal andl Pigeont Fancier, issued scmi xonthly ai
Beeton, Ont. The Journal is neaîiy gaîldu up, and ilustrated wit h a 8pien-
did frontispece. The reading Inatter is of vital iinterell ta al keepers uf
paultry, and especially t0 the lainier tVho!e hllens don t pay." Io those
desirous af ujbtaining practic.tl information in reference lu puullîy, nu beller
invesîmrent cari be made, rve Il ink, than a dollar spent in a subscription la
T'he Canadliait Pou1llrq Journal. Send stamp for sanaple copy.
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