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DoMinioN.— Canada has ot yet a suflicient pepulation to stard a two
cent letter rate, but sooncr or later our peatage regulations will be level to
those of Great Britain, but the United States.

The correspondence between the Governments of Canada and Newfound-
land is somewhat interesting reading and proves pretty conclusively that
Newfoundland having pocketed the coin for fixhing licenscs has no inclina-
tion to pool with Canada end divide as agreed upon.

The report of the negotiztions between Canada and the United States is
satlsfactory as far as it goes, but it just stops ehort of the vesy matter in
which the public are most deeply interested. Seal fisherics, Alasks boun-
daries and the observance of the golden rule with respect ‘o wreckage are
all important matters, but beside teciprocity in trade these sink ity iusigni-
ficance and all the world wonders why the negotiztion of a great trade
treaty was given the go-by.

Since writing the foregoing the Minister of Finance has made his budget
speech which is to to speak the focus of tue sussional debates, Irom it we
learn that Canada’s financial position is healthy, that the public debt has
increased but slightly while the rate of interest has decreased. But from
the budget speech we learn that the Canadian Commissioners did discuss
at Washington trade relations with tho United States, and that from these
discussions they are convinced that no reciprocity in natural products will
be comnsidered, and that the broader unrestsicted reciprocity will involve the
the mieing of our tariff wall to the same level as that of the United Stales,
discrimination against the mother country and a fslling off of the Canadian
revenue. This declaration of the Finauce Minister is one of the most serious
that has ever been made upon the floors of Parliament, and we confess that

“when fts true inwardness is fally digested by the people of Canada they will
require more than ordinary pluck, enterprise and fortitude to enable themn
to battle with the immediate future.

LocaL.—Among the private and local bills at nresent before the Legis-
lature are several which bave more than an individual interest. Several
companies for the mining of gold are being incorporated. An Act of
incorporstion is also being secured by the Newport Plaster, Mining and
Msnufacturing Company. The other Acts refer chicfly to the incorporation
of cemacteries and water companios. Almost every village in the Province
is plping for a water supply, and paradoxical as it may seem, with the
advent of a supply of pure water comes a wide-apread desire to lay out and
beautify certain spots for the dead. Au Act has been introduced for the
putpose of preventing persons committing fraud by the ezecution of secret
bills of sale. The Legislawure has been asked to incorporate the Church
Hospital Association of the diocese of Nova Scotia, Petitions are daily
presented praying for a change in the Act for the collection of debts which
will expedite the collectior of emall debts.

The Municipalities are frequently cs'led upon to pay damages to persons
who have received injury on account of the condition of the roads and
bridges. To prevent unnecessary cost, all such caces it is proposed here-
after to settle by arbitration.

Last week the Provincial Secretary by resolution called on Mr. Cahan,
loader of the opposition, to specifv his charges against the supporters of the
Government, and required him to table his evidence with respec: to the
acts of fraud which Mr. Cahan stated had been alleged to have becn com-
mitted with respect to the expenditures of the road monies. Over this
resolution the battle waxed warm, The Provincial Secretary claimed that
Mr. Cahan haviog made general charges of corruption it wus his duty to
specify the corruptions and show evidence of the corruption, Mr. Cahnn
claimed that as a member of the Legislature be had the right to have the
charges made by him as wellas the evidence upon which such charges were
based examined before a select comrittee. The battle was fought out on
purely party grounds and parliamentary practise was quoted on both sides
to prove dismetrically opposite views, Tk: resolution of the Proviccial
Secretary was supported by a vote of 26 and opposed by a vote of 10 mem-
bers of the house. Mr. Cahan subsequently, while protesting it to be his
privilege to use bis own judgment with respect to specifyiog the charges,
decided to bring the matter to a head by naming Joseph bcPhereon, A. J.
McDonald, of Cape Breton, and John A. Fraser, of Victoria, three support
ers of the Government, as being implicated in certan irregularities with
respect to the expenditure of road moniesin the counties named. The
public will watch with interest the outcome of the enquiry upon these speci-

fic charges.

Nearly every one necds a good spriog medicino, and Hood's Sarsaparilla is undoubtedly
tho best.  T'ry it this season.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
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Subscribars romitting Monoy, cither direct to the othce, or through Acerts, will tind
a receint for the amount inclosed in thoir next paper, All romittances should be mado
payable to A, Milne Fraser.

The Commercial Cable Co. shows a profit for last year of $1,085,324.

The annusl meeting of the Dominion Rifle Ascociation was held at
Ottawa on the 16th.

The Warden, published at Arichat, comes to us much enlarged and im-
proved in appearance.

Louis Cyr, the Canadian strong man, has returned to Monureal after hav-
ing a good time in Europe.

The barque Sylvan was wrecked on Trinity Ledge, near Yatmouth, on
Sunday night. Five of the crew were lost. The barque was owned by
Adams McDougall, Maitlang,

Lloyd's bonded warchouses in St. John, N, B.. was partially burned on
Monday  Thero was considerable loss on goods,

An accident happened to a C, P..R. locomotive and Pulwan car at

tichmond on Friday. 'The damage smounts 10 S10,000.

The strike on the C. P, R. is over, and the points of difference between
the company and the men aro to bo referred to arbitration,

Mys, Joseph Niler, of North Range, Digby, gave birth to four children
last weck.  They are all boys and weigh 23 puunds 4 ounces.

The German steamer Wilkelw Uclssner went astore on Thrum Cap
shoals on Wednesday,but was got off wi:h t ic assistance of tugsin the after-
noon.

At tle board of health mecting on Tuesday evening a lively discussion
took place over the merits of different disiufectants, and it was dzcided oot
to include a list of the same.

The Halifax Board of Trado listened on Wednesday to the arguments
of the Merchant’s Tax Reform Associauion. ‘The matter 1s to be brought
before the City Council again.

A. C. Bell, of New Glasgow, recently shipped a valuable consignment
of horees 1o Independence, Iowa, where they will be tramed by C. A.
Thowpson, one of the most successful trainers of the west,

Messts D M. Ferry & Co., Windsor, Ontariv, bave our thanks for an
assorted lot of garden seeds of which we shall make good use. Ferry's
beautiful seed annual was received and noticed some weeks ago.

A ghastly ficd was made on Archibsld's farm near Tiuro on Friday last
in the shape of a human band severed at the wrist juint. It was not much
decayed, and there is no solution of the mystery of where it came from,

Thomas Manoing, reported musing from the deep water termirus, Hali-
fax, was drowned. Diver Defries found the unfortunate man's bedy on
Thursday of last week, e must have fallen from a gang-way between a
steamer and the wharf,

The New Brunswick government bas been coquetting with direct taxa-
tion and introduced a bill with several clauses which would not go down.
As a result it was obhiged to drop the clauses relating to provincial fees on
liquor licenses, taxation of marine isurance, express comnpanies ard telegraph
companics. The two latter will probably be introduced in amended form,

By some annoying blunder of the Colonial Office, Canada's offer of a
modus vivendi to MNuwfoundland, bad pot reached St. John's up to the
time of going to press. The matter was cabled to London nearly three
wecks sgo, and the proposals niust have been sent from there to Nfid, by
mail, which would account for the delay. Lurd Kuutsford must be very
economical,

‘The letter-carriers of the Dominion have presented through Mr. W, D.
MacPherson, of Toronto, a petition to the Postmaster General asking that
the maximum sslary of letter-carricrs be increased irom §6oo to §750 per
anpum, to be attsined as ot present by eight yeors service., Sir Adolphe
Caron suid he could not grant the request without conferring with his
colleagues.

The eplendid custom houso Luilding at St. Juho, N. B., which cost the
governmert §380,000, was destroyed by fire cn Saturday night. It appears
to be time fur some means to be taken to prevent the possibility of such
conflagrations. There were other alarms of fire during the same evening
and the fire depariment was out all tue time. A high wind was blowing,
and it 1s something to be thankful for that the calimity of 1877 wes not
repeated.

We have received from the publishera the 1st. No. of Vol. 1V., of The
Canadian Poultry Journal and Pigeon Fancier, issued semi moxnthly at
Beeton, Ont. The Journal is neatiy gotten up, and illustrated with a splen-
did frontispece. The reading maiter is of vital interest o ali keepers of
poultry, and especially to the faimer whose ¢ bhens dent pay.” To those
desirous of ubtaining practical information in reference to puultry, no better
investment can be made, we tlink, than a dollar spent in & subscnption to
The Canadian Poultry Journal.  Send stsmp for sample copy.
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{Chronometers for Sal_e,—for Hire & Repaired,
Rates determined by Transit Observation.
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