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THE CRITIC,.

CITY CHIMES,

The Young Men's Christisn Assoociation have added sn attraction to
their Sunday afternoon meetings in the form of an orchestra, which con.
sista of violin, clarionet, cornet, eupbonium and pisno. The improvement
in the musical servics is very marked, and the result of this new departure
will sertsinly be favorable. The Association seems to be fully alive to its
possibilities and respounsibilities, and is doing much good among the youth
of the city. The gymnasium is proving very successful and the Association
is to be congratulated on the flourishing state of its affairs.

We are glad to know that the rumor which was circulatod Jast week
to the effect that the Exhibition Skating Rivk was not to be opened this
winter, was not founded on fact. Manager Clarke states that the rink will
be opened as ususl om Christmas Day, and we doubt not will be well
petronizad. Halifaxiaus may well appreciate their excellent skating rink,
a8 it contributes largely to the pleasure of our scaaun of ice and stuow and
forms & merry meeting place for lovers of invigorating sport. The ekaters
are fortunste in having such fine music as that furnished by ocur military
bands, which adds not a_little to the enjoyment of indoor skating and
renders the Exhibition Rink one of the chief attractions of the winter
season,

The Lyceum is still holding its own among the numberless atiractions
that are open to the plessurs loving public. Professor Semon has evidently
diecovered the secret of retaining as well as gaining popularity, and his
entertsinments continue to draw far larger crowds than the old theatre on
Starr St. is cspable of accommodating. This week the chief attraction of
this wonderful show has been the “ Jockey Minstrels and Gaiety Burlesque
Company," and Zora's patrons have shown their appreciation of the enter-
tainment provided. On Monday evening the programme is to be changed
and another * great ehow " under the direction of Ed. Kelly, the comedisn,
will be opened, which will no doubt prove quite as interesting and attrac-
tive as those that have gone before. Professor Semon is under heavy
expenses in thus catering to the tastes of the public, but his efforts have
been well rewarded iu our city and all clssses of the people, even represen-
tatives from the select four hundred, have flocked to see the novel entertain-
mentis which have been offered, .

The date of the first concert of the Church of England Institute course
has been changed from the 17th to the 22nd, and on Tuesday evening next
the Hall of the Iustitute should be well filled, as the programme for this
entertainment is more than ususlly attractive, and the committes in charge
is putting forth every effort to render this first concert a success.

The Orgen Recitsl at the Church of the Redeemer which was to have
faken place this evening has been postponed on account of the iliness of
Mr. W. F. Compton, organist of the church.

At odd combination company has * come to town” this weck. The
Kickapoo Indians, who have been giving concerts in Orpheus Hall and
selling their wonderful medicines to their many patrons This band of
natives of the far west attracted ‘much attention in their parade through
town and with their novel costumes and painted faces presented indeed a
startliog appesrance. Their concerts have been especially attractive to the
smsll boys who for the small sum of ten cents get a good deal of fun out of
this quaint exhibition.

Auothrr of thoee hay py events which so frequently occur wherever young
men and women are fcund, took place at St. Luke's cathedral un Mouday
when Miss Katie M. M. Fishwick, second daughter of the late F. W. Fish-
wick, was united in the bands of wedlock to Mr. Thomos Whitehead, of
Montresl, bockkeeper at the Halifax Cotton Fuctory. The bride was
attired in " travelling dress, and was attended by her sister Miss Jessio
Fishwick, and Miss Laura Esson, of St. John ; the groom's best man being
Mr. 1. H. Crowell. After the ceremony which was performed by Rev. W,
i{{ing, hlIr. and Mre. Whitehead left for a wedding tour extending to

optreal,

; We have had our first instalment of “the besutiful,” but alas! its
beauly was shortlived, snd the rain which followed the fall of snow on
Tueedsy night rendered the condition of our sireets snything but pleassnt.
Our weather 80 far this winter has been simply delightful snd we bave had
very few unpleasant days. A genuine old fushioned CLriitmas would quite
take us by surprico, theugh it is well to be preparcd for tho unexpecied, and
good eleighicg and frosty air certainly sdde zcst to the pleacures of the
merry season. ‘The shops sre wearing a very attractive appearance and the
business strests ¢f the city are thronged with busy shoppers, young and
old, rich and poor, each interested snd happy in sclecting gifts for friends
snd relatives ; and o, bringing ite kindly feelings end happy gstherings, the
best holiday of the year bascome once more.

. Boazzars and fancy esles are stil with us in aburdance, and it is really
wonderful the succese with which onch meete. On Monday aftaneen srd
evening tho Children's Mission Bsnd in coonectivn with Fort Massey
Church held a very successful sale and concert at the residenco of their
Pastor, Dr. Burns ; and on Tucedsy the ladies of St. Andrew’s Church had
s salo f aprors, etc., with 8 good!y diepisy of fancy work in th.e basemont of
their church, and are to be congratulated on the results of their efforts. The
iisterp of Charity slso huve reason to fecl gratified with the reward of their

bors to make the fancy sale held by them in St, Patrick’s Hall on Wednes-

.rugs worth much more than we gave for them.

day and Thursday a successful venture, Thess ladies had some fine work
on exhibition,nearly all of which was satisfactorily dispossd of. This afternoon
St. Matthaw’s Miesion Bind is offering fancy and useful articles for sale, and
this ovening propose having a cuncert, in which many leading amateurs of
the city have coneented to take part. These, with others, make up a long list
of competitors for the patrunago of the public, and have furnished much
divertion to the numerous patrons, as well as those promoting the worthy
objects to which the proceeds have been devoted.

The avnual meeting of the Halifax School for the Blind, held in the fine
hall of tho new building on Monday evening, was largely attended. The
Assembly Hall was cruwded with interested friends of the blind, and a very
pleasant evening wss onjuyed by all present. ‘The addresses by Mr. W. C.
Silver, President of the Buard of Managers, Atrchbishop O'Brien, Rev. J.
G. Bond, Rev. E. D, Adams, Rev. Dr, Saunders, and Prov. Sec. Fielding,
wore very intoresting, The reports of the Buard of Man.gers and of the
Saperintendent were very satisfactory and encouraging, und gave many
among the andience new ideas asto tho pussibilities of thia vducational Insti-
tulivn. The choir and band of the Schuol rendered a tine programme of
mucic during tho evening. This completes the twenty-first year of this
Tustitution's existence, and there is every indication of rapid progress and
extonded usefulness in the future. A greatly increased intereat in the train.
ing of the blind i3 noticeablo every year as the School is better known, and
there is always a full house whon any entertainment is given at the Institu-
tion.

The minstrel troupe which appesred at the Academy last evening and
will perform t.-pight and to-morrow afterncon and evening will probably
prove a great attraction for those who enjoy a good performance of this kind.
This Cowpany, ¢ Hi Hunry's Miastrels,” has a-good reputation established
and furnishes an amusing entertsinment. They number about thirty persons
and travel in their own private car.  Qur city seems to be well supplicd this
week with minstrel shows and concert cowpanies, but all have been well
patronized and apparently much appreciated,

The Rzcital to be given this evening in Orpheus Hall by Miss Kathleen
Magee has been cagerly luoked furward to and will doubtless bs well atten-
ded. Miss Magee is an elocutionist of much talent and hss many admirers
in Halifax, who will be glad to avail themselves of this opportunity of again
spending an evening listening to her very agreeable rendition of various sel-
ections,  Miss Magee will bo assistcd by Mrs. Taylor, Mrs, Hagarty, Mrs,
Percy Lesr, Mrs. Klingenfeld, Horr Klingenfeld, Mr. Bosk, Prof. Currie,.
and Mr. Huestis, all of whom are favorably known in musical circles. The pro-
gramme which has beon propared promises a genuine treat to all who attend.

The oriental rugs on exhibition during the latter part of last week in
Mason Hall attracted the attention of the fashionables of Halifax. Society,
with a capital 8, please, was walking over the rugs and carpels, and fingering
tho embroideries with a view to bargains on Monday and Tuesday, when
they were austioned by Clatk. The cataloguo informs us that Mr, O’Brien
has been cuntrelling this branch of art in Canada for some years, and now
intends including Halifax among the cities in which annual sales will be
held. The mysteries of different makes of carpsts and rugs are oxplained in
the catalogue, but one really needs to look long and often at some of those
eastern rugs to thorvughly cumprohend their beauty. The pileof “* antques”
sitraclod the most aticntion. Some of these rugs are supposed to be very
old—about two centuries—and time but adds to their value. “ Worth their
weight in gold,” is what Mr, O'Brien says, so it will be seen they are not
intended for pcor people. The Bulgarian ombroileriss were very handsome
and sold remarkably cheap. Longiog eyes wero cast on many of the more
attrsctive carpets, all in one picce and sv thick and soft, but they were too
valoable fur pevple of moderate means to invest in.  'We wish that our old
carpets woro 18 valusble as the “antiques,” woven by the dsiuty figures of
dark-syed Eastorn ladies. We would then hold an auction of our own and
mske a snug littie sum on them. If autiquity increases value, we have some
It is, however, quite a privi-
lege to have an opportunity of s.eing, and purchasing if you want to, thess
rugs, They undoubtedly have much good wear in them, and at the prices
they sold for in this city will prove economical,

A perty of ladies and gentlemen of Dartmouth visited Mount Hope
Insane Asylum on Thursday evening of last week and gave a very pleasant
enterlainment for the benefit of the patients of the Inmstitution. XRev. Mr.
Stewart acted as Chairman, and the party successfully carried out a pro-
gramme of music and recitativns, every number of which was loudly
applauded by the audience. Afier the entortsiament was over Mre. Dixoa
treated the guests tu cake and coffee, and the cxecutive thanked them for
their kindness in remembering the afl.cted people for whum they had pre.
pared such a pieasant evening.

Tho Fortnightly Club of Dartmouth met at Mrs. S. R. Sircom's on
Tuesday evening, when the enjoyabls pastimo for which it exists was
participated in by & large number of pevple. The harpers farnish music for
the Club until they leave for the last boai for Ialifax at balf-past eloven.
The next wmeoting will by held at the resideuce of Mr. and Mrs, T. Cutler
on Tuesday the 29:ib. .

The south window of the N. §. Farnisking Cumpany, corner of Barring-
ton and Prince Streets, is very atiractively trimmed for Christmas with a
winter sconc. Thero are those, however, who very much preferred to look
at the handsome furniture recently displayed.



