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Sheridan’s newly-arrived foico of three
divisions af miounted infunlry to aid Grant’s
Jeft in foraing his ndversaiy's extreme right.
In conseguence of this rapid movement the
v unfederates werae completely overweighted
at the point sclected for the atiuck, and
their works wero actually pierced. rifle iv
hand, by the dismounted horsemen. And
these Amencin tronps woro but ruwie men

befpre Orleans. It mould have suved the
armv of Fuidherbe, and we niny take Gene-
ral Sheitnan's word for it, it would have
bray up the querters of the investing ariny
untder the walls of Paris.

On the whole, therefore, wo aro Inclined

to think that Colonel Chesney's sugges—, assume at present that they aro only re--

tions ure woithy of the most serious con-
sideration, if England is not prepaged to see

can mobilise elfeclive establishinents, pro~
portionato to the fighting strength of the
country, with suflicient rapidity to meet any
possible war emergency. In time of peace
. {leets and armies uro o! very littlo use, and,
indeed, it will be sufliciently accurato to

yuired for war purposes.  Accordingly, thw
maintenance of naval andmhtary establish.

[

atarms as compared svith tho army of 1h0 { hers It @ effacad’® on the.coutinent. ‘Lhero . Ments entaiis upon the country an enoi~

cavaliers whicl Colonel Chesney suggested
a3 u possibility worth consndeting m the
future. Jtis remarkablo thay the lecturer

did not use the very obvious confivmation horses, und tho points alluded to by His ( nately, no blinking this fact,

of iiis theory which my be found in the |
saying of the samo General Sheridan when .
in Frunce in 1870, Some of Friday's
audicnco wera no doubt surprised at the
audacity which could even wmagine that the
operations of an ordmary modern army ol
300.000 soldiers could be elfectually para-
lysed by one of 30,uUv vigorous horsemen.
Yet this is yjast what siendan is knowno to
have openly declared thiat he bunself could
bave done aganst the wvestors of Pars
witlthree times the forco of aiounted rifle
men he led from tho suenandoah to Graut's
«id five y cars betore. .

This is by fur the truerway of looking at
the matter, und, with all defereuce to Lis
Royal Highness the Duke of Cambaidge,
we do not thivk much more of his o'y c-
tions on the score of expense, and the difli-
culty of transporl for such an Army, than
of thoremetks of our leading contetuporary.
‘fakoe the history of the Fourth Cavalry
Divizion, which played a distinct part in the
war of 1870. uner the command of Prince
Albert of Prussia. This forco consinted of
fix regiments, tho 5th Cariassiers, the Ist,
6th, and 10 h Gl ns, snd the 2ud anl 11th
Mussars, formed into three brigudes, num
bering in all abrul 3600 men. After tae
action at Weissenburg, it way sent (Aagus
§) in pursuit of the encwny, and on: the miglt
of the 6th 1t maiched ngainst the fugitives
from Worth, aud fullowed them up for
thirty hours. On the morning of the 8th,
having cue the line of malways oast of
Swverne, and occupied the whole district
from the Pslutin te to tho Vosges, i1
biveuncked ssaid a storm o7 wuin, and after
a few houra’ rest, und ¢ condicons most
tryitzg to men snd horses, 1t pushed forward
again, heading tho Eleventh Army Carps,
und after having held 3Marsal for a fow
hours on the 13th it reaciird Nancy on the
14th, being always wwo days’ march abena
of tho Army, whichit kept fully supphed
with intellizenco often of the highest im
«portance, Frowm Nancy forwards, when th
Third A-my sta~ted for Chalons, the division
acted ns avantc ga: de, nud cloared the way
over a belt of country so wide that it was
bounded on the n rth by Bar le-Ducan . on
the south by Joioville; the cavalry mark
ing out the route for the asrmy, and fre-
quenily engacing the eneiny. Tbis, we are
aware, is o.ly 2 striking instance of the
diicient action of a small bydy of cavalry
as gnadjunc. 1o n moving maes of infantry:
but it i« Wnghly suggestive of the perfection,
inc:le iy ! movement, to which tho nrm
may be bro ghe, aud of the capability of »
body 01 cavatry, specally orgamzed fur the
purpose, 18 Colonel Chesuey suggests, per-
fornangun anpertant part inuny futuro
ontine ntal war. It is certain that sucha
forco ol cavidiy weuld have succeeded in
sveeping tho country ull around Paris, to
the distatice of ueanly a humtied miles,
wlneh ws ravaged by the Duke ot M cklen®
burg's smamy, clest ul the enany. 1 would

may be d.tliculties, which somo may tinnk
almost insurmonutable. Such, for example,
as the trangport of muny thousunds of

Royal Highness the Commander in Chief.

But the present difliculty of placing u sufli-

cient number of Britieh infuniry on any con-
tinental battle.field to take part with which
the uttion either would or ought o bo satis-
fied, far cxceeds these difliculties in gravity.

No doubit * it would bo « sad busuiess, as

the leading jounal presumes, if e are to
incur the tivnble snd expenso of recons-
trucling our Army on tho new moidel, only
to finl it incapablo of suflicient action,
eitherin an enemy’s ¢ atry or in our owa,”
But we do not understand that Culouel
Chesney proposes any su.h rash proceeding.
If England were ever invaded, & force of
30,000 cavalry would find plenty of work to
do at home, and the fact of its bieing trained
in the manner suggested by Colonel Ches
ney would only make it the fitter for that
work, while it would be availablo alsv for
foreign service in the event of our engaging
in operations of war on the continent, The
proposal, therefore, as we understand iy, is
to double the number of our present
cavalry, an 1, st tho same time, orgauze the
whole cavalry force afresh, oa the princ

Navy by tho substitution of iroucl«ds tor
thoold thiee Jeckers, nor do we see that
the country would run a tou forandable nisk
oa the ~core of expense, i1 eXpetimentalia-
g on the creation of suci: am arm,  Would
1t not Le n reasonallo course to appowt a
couference of officers o consider Colonel
Cti-sney’s suggestions, and cucit fustherin
form tion, both frum that distizguistied ofli-
cor otid frum uther competent suthontes
{n matters of cetail.— Bread Arvow, Apad 14

PREPARATION FOR WaR.

Accepting as anaxiom Yhe proposition

ples suggested. This is nol exwtly n-.
purallel case to tho reconstruction of thay

mwous expenditure whioh is almost entively
wusted, unless the desired end, prepared
'ness for wur is attuined.  There1s, untortu-
Uallant ofli-
, €018, m returmng thanks for the Services ant
civic banquets; sometimes cndeavour to
commend the prolcssion of arms to the
‘metcmlilo muind by bumorously styling the
Army and Navy Estunates sn insurance
‘prcmium. paid by the nation to sccureits
countuercial and industnal wealtt. Nos,
although this conseption 1s more strictly
accurate than s someuwmes the cuse tth
post prandinl tdeae, yet theie s some prac-
f tical danger in the metaphior uself, becauso
| it is natucally apt to engonder the notiso—
. eepecially in the minds ot thoso busimes men
to whotn it is usually addressed—that w.e
cau * partially insure’ ; that is to say, that
asmall Arpy and Navy atford a certain
amuunt of pootection, and that as we
gradually iucrease our delonsive establish-
ments—as we add a ship o two to the Navy,
or 2 tew battalions to the Army—so- do we
iucrease our preparedaess for war. Now,
thig 1s & greatmistake. A nation is enher
prepared lor war, or she isnot; forifshois
but imperfectly prepsred—as France was
. four years ago—she cannot be regarded as
‘really prepared for warat all. Twmsis, in
fact, the bitter lesson which the French
have learned from their lute unsucceasful
coateat with Germany, aud 1t is one to
which we in Epgland would also do woll to
tuke heed. Considering, however, the vast
, ex,ense incurred by the maintenanco of
'naval and military  establishments, and
their uselessness in time of peace, the
grand aim ol the statesmen, in endoavour-
g cfliccently and econimically to prepare
his country for war, should be simply 10
provide tho meaus of mobilising the re-
quisite men and matericl with the necessary
vapdity, dispensing with them asmuch as
possible in titne of peace.

This statement may appear to some a
wmero platitude, aud perhaps itis s0; never
thheless, when we examine mattersa litile

that preparation for war is the best guaran i more closely 1t will bo seen thit not on y
tee for the maintenance of peace, itisob- he  tho English  Government never
vious thut the question how to preprre for thoroughly recognized nud acted on ths
war 1 tho most ollicient and cconomicil sunple p“n\:lp]o' but that there is as yet
wmanner beconres at oncd one of parxmount apetusily nv Government machinery in exis-
aattonal wiportace. I is, Imwever, A Very tencoin tms country capable ol dealing
lsego question, mare especialiy for i mari- properly with the matter in this way. For,
tume Power ltke Engluud, which boasts an jy cousequenco of thy insular position of
Ewpire on wuich the sun never s:t3, & (ireat Britain,it is inevitable that our base of
Pawer wihach cousequently n.msl. bhe pre- ol,cmuons ina foreign war nms!.ulways bo
pared 10 wags warcithier by iamd or 8ea:n 1 a" seaport ; whilo iu tho cvent of beinyg in*
auy quiner of the globe. The scient:fic| vaded, our first point attacked must like-
stady for tho sulj-ct his hitherto-— 18 Wa [ wige Lo n placo un tha seacoast. Hencoit
shall ses piesendy—been almost cuurely !y evidont, that for the proper couduct o
ueglected 1w this country. and 1t may, ! he operauon- of war wo ip England ought
therefore, ba well to examinoe briefly tho! 1o have a closer connection sad & mero
fund«mental principles wuich shoutd guwde | harmonious cutoperation betweon our naval
us in such an unportant matter, aud military cstablishments than is roquir-

In tho Brst place, however, wo muatl
clearly understand what i3 meant by being
prepared 1ot war  For there s, untortunate-
ly, a pretty widespread ides th.t sucha
cavliton implies that  tho defensive
establisiunenis of tio country sro on A/ wa

have prevanted the junction wirth tha {orce
of tke army of Prince Frederick Char]eal

v

ed by any other civiliz:d nation or thoe faco
of the earth—unless, indeeed, wa chooso to
except tho Japanese. But whas is tho uc®
tual stato of .matters? The War Office,
iastead of bieing, a8 it ought 1o bein the
count-y, a departmet jnciuding or asloast

footing, Lut this, we yaed hardly say, 13w
mast #1Iraneous conceplion.

be s3id to by prepared for war wlen she

coutrathing, both an Army Office snG =

A pation may | Navy Uffico (or Admiralty), is a purely mili-
ta
]

ry institution; and thevefore, a5 sppears



