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end of tho ity to tho othor, or face the
muddiest crusstng onSparks Stroot.”-Otlated
Citizen,

That the simplo and unassumihg manners
of o high bred English lady should ho suffi-
ciently noticenblo toTafford a text for tho
robuko of parvenues!) JPerhaps thers oxists
in the minds of tho good peoplo of Ollawa
the senso of n contrasti;with somo Lygone
ovidencos. Iowevar, it isfnot avery lady of
high rank isjthat froe from tho {ollies ‘of ul-
fectation and assumption.

It is a pityjthat tho nama of tho contriver
of the Dominion flag is not genorally known
injorderthat tho genius whichcould achiove
tho arrangement of go singular fand miscel
laneous a] collection of curiositics on ono
piaco of bunling, might (bo duly; honored.
Surely;such’a medioy never before astonish-
edjthegbreezes injwhich flagsfloat! Duffa-
los, fish, galleys, fleur de, lis, thistle, and
heaven knows what, jumbled togother in an
undistinguishablo hotols potch. I suppose
it never occurred to} people whosg tasto
could, bo satisfied withlsuoh a production,
that there is a principle in flag muking as
well as in other combinations of color and
design, Tho leading idea slould be con
spicuousgness, anilthe employment of cm.
blematicai device as simple and distinet us
possible ; abovo all, simplicily. Any one
who will take tho trouble ¢~ stuldy the great
national flags, twill at onea parceive this.
The White, Blur and Red ensigns, and tho
Jock of England, the Stars and Stripes of
the United Stutas, the Lricolors of Franco,
Belgium, IIolland and Italy, the beautiful
standard of Portugal, tho ensignsjof Russia,
Sweden and Deum.k, are all unconfused
by any altempt to crowd in a mass of her
aldina blazonty. Any flag in which this is
traced will, at any little distance, be a mere
muddle. The stundard of Eoglanl, is
probably the most olaborate Rdesign which
would by any possibility look well, but the
metor like effect ofit is, after all, attained
by a simple good lastein the jarrangement
of thrae stricking colors. Now, nothing can
exccad the poverty of disposition of the
colors on the Dominion Flag, and a wretched
hash it'looks. CAll attempts to emblematize
» number of states by heraldine devices in
one flag) feaunot produce Zanything but a
confus.dfmass,unsatisfnctory to the aye, and
undistinguishnbloe then floating in a breeze
at n masthead. It may be velied on-that the
only way to indicate statesor provinces is by
etars, A singledistinguishing badgo,orperhaps
two miglit beYallowable ; thus if it were ne-
cossary, to refain the jack, and if for] that
purpose,:the blue ensign were adopted, tho
provinces might be iudicated by aslmany
red stars on o whito shicld surmounted by a
vollow crown, and,'if thought de irable
surrounded by & maple wreath, all on the
Llue flag of tho ensiga. Or, take another
simple aud conspicuous design, supposing
the jack woro drooped, a whilo flag with

red St. Goorygo's aross, on the centre of tho
cross ¢ bluo shield with whito starg, sur-
mountod with a orown, and surrounded
with amaple wreath, In fitet, any one pos.
sessed of Lho slightest tasto might sit down
with a paint brush and three water colors,
bluo, rod, and yollow, and produce in half
an hour, half a dozon desigus superior to
thint of tho tasteless piaco of patchwork at
presont inflicted on the unhappy Domiuion,
tho' I doa’t at ail sco whit wo really
want  wich  anything bat  tha Eag-

tish Jack and ensigns, withoat noy addition |

ar alleration whataver.
Iam continually questioned by porsons
here who take an interest in tho organiza-

tion of tho militiy, not only as to the work-:

ing of tho Act, but as to what is going to be
done, as to which latter, I am of course no
wiser than any ono olse. [ fancy that the
tendency to loose formalions, and the ro.
lianco which must in future be placed on
the intelligence of every man in n corps, are
aloments which will commend themselves to

the qelf reliant people of this Province, and
1 think, if orgnizdtion is ever set on foot
leve, lectures by staff officers on military
subjects, as & means of explaining tho ma-
ture growth and capabilities of the Force,
and what is espacially required of n citizen
soldter in these days, would bo ucceptable to
numbers of the inhabitunts of British Co-
lumbia,

Speaking of lvose formations, which led
me unurares in my list letter, tnto o hinsty
dissertation on i pending alterations in
drill, romin Is me of a chinge which ought
o ba made in the “ charge.! ‘The actual
! ghargo ** which ought to be distinguished
fron: the standing *¢ charge bayonots ' by
havingit laid down that, advancing at the
trail, ths rifle should not be seized with
both hands tiil tho actual closé with the
enomy, if, in theso days ot breech loaders,
cnemies ever actually como in contact. 'The
idea was, I think, first propounded in Col.
\Wolseley's Poclket Book, but, from whomso
over it might have emanated, itis common
sense.

Within a year or thereabouts, we have
now seen the Flag of England lowered on
both sides of 1ha coniinent It seems sadly
like the drawing in of the Romwn Le.
gions, especially in  view of the con.
templible position she has slected to pecupy
in Europe. Mer deduction m power and in-

uence, brought abont by the Manchester
men, has been as timely acquiesed in by the
nation, that her abuication of tho policy of
colonial extention, moy be considered de-
liberate, Itis doubtful, whether the ridi-
culous facility of her diplomuists his left
her anything more to loose on this continent.
tho' there is already a rumor, I belieyo, of
an American claim Lo some island in Inke
Superior, and it is edifying to note the tono

-assumed by even so loyal an officer as Col.

Wheaton, the Commandant at Pembiua,
withregard to the II. B, Fort thers, in refer-
enco to tho doubt as to tho true 49th par
allel.  Had Sir James Douglas had his wuy
and boen suported by the British Admiral,
the bold, butinsvlent tieneral Hairey would
have been put off San Juan at once.

I natico with satisfuction, the tenor of the
churpo of Chiel’ Justice Morris of Manitoba,
It is-devoutly to be hoped that the forma-
tion of party and religious discord, and ob
atructors of national unification will medt
their full deserts.

Ave wo to have's Militin List, or is tho
Forco willing to content itself with ombody:
mont in thoe Euglish Army List which I
seo mentlionad ? I think wo ought to have
ono of our own.

G. V.G

Lo the Editor of the VORTNTELR REVIEW,
16th Dec., 1872.

Dsan Sir,--About a year has olapsed sinco
it was stated in the Vovusreer Review, that
it was probablo gold lace would bosnubstitht-
od for silver by tho oflicers nf tho permanent
stalf of our Canadisn Army. Will you
Lkindly inform me and other officers intevest.
ted in this change whether or not such altera.
tion isJstlll in contemplalion ? so thatin the
event of investing money in tho purchase of
uniforms under the existing regulations, we
may not beledus astray in obtaining outfits.

Yours dear sir, respectfully,

_Axswer.—Tho cavalry, artillerySand en-
gineers,ito wear gold ; the infantry,'silver.

No change.
Ep. Vor. Rsv.

To the Editor of the]VorLuxTsER REVIEW. T

Sir,~—Will you kindly permut me to point
out in your columns what I consider a grave
error in the prosent system of cavalry drill
in the Dominion, viz. : That of the Govern-
wment allowing a’certain sum, ($40) annually
to captains of troops todrill their own men
instead of'the old and regular mothod of
providing efficient and responsible drill in-
structors as ,is the practice of all Govern -
ments who pretend to have a serviceable

armed force.

+ A Commanding officer may be,and British
officars are,’as fa rule, perfectly au failin
everything pertaining to’their profession, for
the very reason that thoy bave gone through
o sthorough {training under the tuition of
regular instructors ;' men educated for the
purpose and who have been deemed by com-
petent authority, not only possessed of all
necessary militaay knowledge, but also im-
bued with the peculiar faculty of imparting
that knowledge to others.

A regimentsl officcr may be * well-up” in
all his duties as a soldier and ‘a! good;dis.
ciplinarian, &c., and yet be wanting in the
gift (so to speak) of training; and on the
other hand, methinks, the present system
has n tendency to bring the captain in such
closo contact with his men during the
periad of drill, that any ebullition of tomper
oryview of impatience on his part must no-
cessarily [tend to weaken his authority. Off-
cers of all grades should, of course, occa-
sionally drill their men, but they ought not
to bo the schoolmastera, *He that wields
the Dbirch will seldom hold the scoptra
tre with dignity.”

[ have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obdt. servant,
Yaonr [Iorsz,

Compton, 18th Dee., 1872,
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