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flects wero anxious to avoid an action,
and engaged in most elaborato mancuvres,
during which the French squadron at anchor
in Fort Royal Bay sailed out and ¢ffected tho
desirad junction. On the 29th a partial ac.
tion took placo betweon tho van and centre
of the British fleot and the French fleat, the
former losing 36 killed and 161 wounded,
while two of their vessels were torribly shat-
tered; tho lattor lost 119 killed and 150
wounded which may beaccounted for by tho
vessels being crowded with troops and ovor
manned, After the action the British fleet
bore away for -Antigua, the French gave
chasoe, and on the 30th endeavored to cut oft
some of tho British ships which had suttered
in the action, but Siv Samuel ood with the
van bore down lo protect them, and the
Comte de Grasso having ulterior objects in
viow did not doem it advisablo to bring on o
general action, but hauled his wind and bore
away for Martinque.

In the whole management of tho opera.
tions of this war the British Gencrals and
Admirals appear tohave been governed with
the sameo fatality, thoy were never able to
appreciato the right time to strike a decisive
blow, nor the truo objoctive point at which
it should boedelivered. Instead of fooling
away valuable time with Clinton's plots at
New York, Siv George Rodnoy should have
returned to the West Indies when he found
the Count de Guichen had sailed for Europe,
and struck a blow at the Fronch squadror
left at Martinquo; his whole force should
havo been launched aguinst De Grassi's fleet
and a general action forcad beforo it could
mako Fort Royal, One day of a Nelson
would have changed the destinics of the re-
bellious coloniss and placed the prestige of
Britain boyond challenge.

An attompt was made by a French force
under the Viscount de Dumas (well known
in the old French warof 1751.64), acting un.
der the orders of the Marqus de Bouille, to
gain possession of St. Lucic on the 11th of
May, but the place was ably defended and
the oxpedition failed, .

Another expedition against the island of
Tobago, under the Sieur Blanchelaude, who
boing reinforced by the Marquis de Bouille,
compelled the surrender of the island by
burning the plantations. On the first intel-
ligence of the French attack on this island
Sir Geo, Rodney despatchod Admiral Drake
with six ships of the line, three frigates and
some transports with the 69th Regiment and
some other troops to its relief, but the Comte
do Grasse having appearad beforo the island
with twenty-fivo ships of the line, the British
Admiral (whose instructions did not warrant
running any risk beforo a supcrior force) re-
turned to Barbadoes. On his arrival Siv Geo.
Rodney sailed with the whole British fleet to
the relief of the island, off which he arrived
on the 4th June but found it had surrender-
edon the 2ud, the troops and militia having
maintained a vigorous defence against an
overwhelming forco from tho 24th of May.

ad Sir Goeorge Rodney sailed at onco with
the fleot, instead of desputching a squadron,
he would have rolioved tho island and
brought on a generalaction. Judgingof his
ability in strategy and actual conflict tho ro-
sults could not bo doubtful, and would havo
saved his country much lossand humiliation;
but ho was o jolly bon vivant, very indolent
and careless, consequently it was uscless to
look out for onergy or onterprise. An un-
successful attempt to docoy DeGrasso into o
general action oft tho Grenadilles ended the
operations for the present; the French Ad
miral's plan of operations being to capture
the Dritish Wost Indiau possessions in detail,
and therefore although he had five sail of the
line move than the British ho carcfully avoid-
ed a general action as temling to disurrungo
or frustrate the plan pruposo of cramping
and humiliating Great Britain,

Whilst the French fleet was engaged in
thoge operations in the West Indies, the
Spaniards were employed on the continent
of America in cempleting the conquest of the
Floridas. An expedition from Ilavanna was
placed under the command of Don Bernardo
do Galves; it consisted of 6000 men with a
large train of Artillery and convoyed by some
ships of war; arrvived off Pensacolaon the 9th
of Mareh. The British force in West Florida
dit not consist of more than 930 men, com
posed of British regular soldiers, German
auxiliaries and militia, those being concen-
trated in Pensacola were invested by the
Spanish army, and notwithstanding tho dis-
parity of force the Spanish General demand.
ed a reinforcement— after some time thoy
arrived consisting of part of the garrison of
Mobile, who marched across tho country to
Pousacola, and 3000 mon brought from Iav-
anna by Don Solano, with fifteen ships of the
line, augmented this vastly preponderating
force. A brave defence, protracted boyond
all expectation, was mado, but tho explosion
of one of the principal magazines and tho
failure of ammunition compelled General
Campbell to surrender the Province-to the
Spaniards.

In Europo the combined forces of France
and Spain laid siege to tn. Castle of St.
Philip, the principal Fortress in the island
of Minoria, they woie commanded by the
Duc de¢ Crillon, and consisted of 10,000
Spanish troops and 6000 French. On the
20th August this force landed and invested
the Fortress, but the defence made by the
garrison protracted the fall of the place until
tho month of February, 1782.

Tho combined fleets of France and Spain
amounting to 70 sail, fifty being ships of the
line, afler convoying the armament designed
for the conquest of Minoria in the Mediter-
rancan, altered their course and sailed for
the coast of England with orders to fight
the Britich flect. - Avriving off the mouth of
the Chaniel thoy extended themselves in a
line across it from the islands of Seilly to
Ushant. To oppose this mighty armament
the British Ministry could only provide 21

ships of the lino under Admiral Darby, who
wag then cruising in thoe Channel and was
obliged to tako sheltor ir Torbay, off which
tho combined fleets shortly after appeaved,
and tho Comte de Guichen with the sccond
in command of the Spanish fleot Don Vincent
do Dios wero cager to attack, but a council
of war hald for dsiiverating on thoe subject
over-ruled them by a great majority. What
éver may have buon the roasons adduced
such a decision was particularly fortunato for
Great Britain, as thore can be no doubt but
thoresult woul® bo the destruction of the
fleet and the loss of her naval supremacy.
As has happened more than once when
the imbecility of her statesmen and com.
mandors woro unequal o the task of success
fully dofending her, tho elements fought fou
Great Britain, the autumnal cquinoctial gales
damaged the combined fleets and compelled
them to seck the harbors of Brest and Cadiz
without any advantage commonsura’~ with
their great display of force, while Admiral
Darby was enabled to leave his anchorage at
Torbay and look after the homeward bound
trade which luckily enough did not bogin to
arrive till the enemy had been out of tho
Channel, by which time Admiral Darby had
30 sail of the lino at sea for their protection,

Graat Britain owed her defenceless position
and her naval power the humiliation inflicted
thereon to the factiousness of the Opposition
in Parliament, the want of ability in the
Ministyy, and the total abscence of cnergy,
zeal or onferprise in her naval commandors,
most of whom had obtaihed their positions
by senioity, adding to their ordinary stupid
ity tho senility of extremo age.

As the war had extenc 2d to the principal
maratime powers it became necessary for
great Britain to convoy all her trade, asquad-
ron consisting of an old 80 gun ship that
carried no heavier metal than a fifty, an old
60 gun ship that had been condemned and
dismantled but was lately refitted, two 74
gun ships, ono of 64, one of 50 and one of
44 gun ships with four frigates: this was
placed under the command of Vice Admiral
Hydo Parker and sent to the Baltic for the
protection of British trade aswaoll /s to annoy
the Dutch. On his roturn to England with
a large convoy, on the 5th of August, being
off the Dogger Bank, at daybroalk a Dutch
squadron commanded by Roar Admiral Zout
man having a large convoy bound for the
Baltic under his prolection, was discovered
steering nearly tho same course as tho Brit
ish, The Dutch squadron consisted of one
ship of 74, one of 68, one of 64, two of 54, one
of 50, one of 44, five of 36, and one of 24 guns
with two cutters. At 4 a.m. Admiral Parker
placing the convoy in chargo of Capt. Sutton
of the Trenton frigate ordored him to bear
away for England. ‘Tho Dutch Admiral pre
pared for action Ly ordering his frigates and
convoy to leaward of his squadron and haul
ed to the wind on thoe larboard tack under
casy sail. !At 6 a.m. tho British formed
line ahoad at two cablos length and mado




