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foocts wero axious to avoid an action,
andi cngaged in mnost olaborAto manoceuvreq,
duritig which tiîo Frc'îeh squaclron at auchox'
i Fort Royal Bay saîleti ont anti çirectel flic
dcsired juniction. On1 the 29Lh a partiaîl ne-
tion tock plaeo betvoctn tho l'at anti contre
of the flri tisli focot anti the French fice t, the
former' logitig 36 kilicti andi 161 iYounded,
1ivlI tira of tiroir vesseis ivere tci'ribly shat-
t6rei; thoc littai' lost 119 killod andi 150
wounded which niay beaccoutt for by tho
vessais boing crowded wvithi troops aînd cvcîr
manned. Aftei' the action tic Blritishî Ileet
bore away for .Antigita, tire Fienchi gave
chenso, and on% the 30tli endeevored tO out cil
some of the Blritish ships %'hiclinbd sîîil'creti
in tlic action, but Sir Sainnl flood with the
vanr bore down to proteot thoînu, andi the
Comte de Grasse hiaving ultcîior objecta in
viow did not doeui it atisablo to bring oni a
genoral action, but liauled lais ivinhi anti bore
aivey for Martinque.

lit the whole management cf the opeia-
tiens cf this iwar Ulic B3ritish Gencrals anti
AdmItiraIs appear te have beaui governcd ivitti
tic saine fatality, thoy wcre unover able te
appreciato, tho righit Urne te strike a docisive
blow, ner the truc Objective polit et which
it shoulti be delivereti. Inste:îd cf fôoling
Away valuablo time witlî Clinitoîî'à plots nt
New York, Sir George Rotincy shoulti havo
returneti te tho W"cst ladies wliea lie fêutr
the Ceuint do Guiclîca lied saileti foi' Eur'ope,
and struckc a blew at the F-rancli squadror.
loft et Martinquea lus; ivlolo force siionti
hava been launcei aîgainst Do Grassi's lct
and a georai action forcoti before it eould
make Fort Royal. Ono day cf aelo
Iwcuid have cinnugetiftic destinies of the re*
bellous cz-lonies andi placeti tho prestige of
]3ritain beyonzl challenge.

An attcmpt was made by a F4rench for-cc
under tic Viscounit de Dumas (weil known
ia the oid Frenîch warof 1754.64), acting un.
der the erdors3 cf the Marquis (le Bouille, te
gain possession cf St. Lucie ori Uic llîli cf
May, but tlic place IIaS ably dofendect anti
the aexpeilitien faileti.

Anothor- expoditiouî agailîst the island cf
Tobago, utulor tii. Sieur Blanchelaude, wie
bairg reinforcati by the Manixs de Bouille,
compelled the surreîîdcr of the isianti by
burning the plantations. Oui the farst intel-
ligence cf the French attack un tiais island
Sir Geo. Rodney despatchi Admirai Dralce
ivitli six ships of the litre, thî'ec frigates andi
soume transports ivith the GOtl Ieîient and
soe otheci troops to its relief, but he Comte
do Grasse beaving appeareti before the islanti
iYitl tiwenty.llvo ships cf Uhicline, the Blritish
Admirai (wlioso instructions diti net warrant
running any risk beforo a superior force) ru-
turii te flarbadoca. On lis arrivai, Sir Gco.
Rcdnoey sailed with the wliole, British ficet te
the relief cf the island, off wih lie o rrived
on tIrs 4tI Jinnc but founti it lied sua-rentier.
eti on the 2nti, the ta-ceps and inilitia having
mainteined a vigorous doefence ageinst an
cvcriolminig force frein the 24t1 cf Mfay.

lied Sir George llodney slileti et once witlî
the fleet, insteati cf deQSP&ttchling a Sqtlfadroiî,
lic vould have rolievcd thc isiandt andi
broughit cia genel action. JutIging o! bis
ability iii strategy anti actual conilict Uic rc*
sults coulti utt bo doîibtful, and i ould have
saiveti bis country îiuch loss andi humiliation;
but lio was a jolly boit vivant, vcry indolent
and carelcas, coniscquecntly it aras usebcas te
look ont foir oaîergy or 'enterprise. Anr un-
successfuil nttenipt te dccoy DoGt'a5o ito u
galneral action Offthle Gi'onadilles ende t Oe
operatiolis for thc pr'escrit; the French A.Ai
iniî'aL's plan cf cperatiois beinig te capture
the Britîsîx West lndiax Possessions ini detaul,
aaîd tijarofore altliougli lie lied iive.qiil cf tho
litre more an the British lio c;ti-d'îl ly avo-id'
cd a gencral action as tet'iaaig tu dîixîiuîng
co' frustrato tIrs plait jruposo cf crainping
anti hurniliating- <ireet Britain.

WVhilst tic Frencli fîcet was cgaein
tîxose eperations iii the W\est ladies, the
Speniardls wore ezaployet i nthe continent
of America, iii cempleting tho coniquest cf tue
Fleridas. Anr expedition froin J.avanna iras
placeti under tlîe coniument of Dont Bernardo
dle Gala-es; it cnsisteti o! 6000 nun withi a
large train of Artillery and convoyeti by soine
siîips of war; arriveti off Pensacola, on the Olli
cf Mardi. The Brîitish force iii West Florida
dIli net consist of more tlîaî 050 muen, cent
poseti cf Britishi reguler soldiers, Germaii
auxiliaias aînd inilitia, thoso bing concent-
trateti ii l>cnsacole wero unvestoti by tlic
Spanîsh îîrmy, and notavithstanding the dis-
parity cf force the Spanisti Gon(eral ticîanti.
cd a reinforcemenit- after semae lime thicy
arriveti consisting cf part cf the gerrison cf
Mobile, vvhe, marched( across thc country te
1'onsacola, andi 3000 mcon broug-lt fromn 11iv-
auna, by Doit Solano, aih fifteen ships cf thc
lite, augmenteti this vastly propendeî'ating
force. A brave defence, protracteti hoyond
ail expectatien, aras mado, but the explosion
cf oea cf tua principal magazines end tho
failure cf aminnniticit caupelleti Generxi
Campbell te surrender tIre Irovineo.tc tire
Spaniards.

la Europe tlic conibiti forces cf France
aîîd 'Spain laid siego te tri, Castle cf St.
2hlilip, tIrs principal Fertrcas ia tue islanit
cfoir re they wee o u ~nand«d by tire
Duc de Crillon, anti consisted cf 10,000
Spanisx troops ani 6000 Frenchi. On the
2011t 'August this force ianded andi inivestoti
he Fortress, but tho defance matie by the

garrisoiipretracte(ti e feu cf the plce until
tho mentx cf Fcebrîîary, 178S2.

The comnbinei fluets or France -anti Spain
amcîînting te 70 sitil, fifty being sliips cf tlie
line, after cenvoying the armemnent desigaîcd
foi' the conquest cf Minorie in the.Mýediter-
rancan, itereti thiiei course anti saileti for
tire coast cf Eniglenti aitli orders te figlit
thc Briitishi fluet. -Arriving off the mouth cf
the Channel thoy extendedti hemsoivas lui a
lino across it frcn the islantis cf Scilly te
tYrshanit. To oppose tlîis miglity armemeont
the B3ritish Ministry ceulti cnly provitie 21

8lipa cf tlîo lino under Admirai Darby, wlic
avas thon eruising in thc Channeol ad vvms
ebligeti te tlko sheltoc ia, Torbay, off wlicli
the coxubiti ficets sliortly afci'r appeareti,
anti tîo Comnte de Guiclieji aitîx tire second
in commandi cf tirs Spanisîx floot Dcit Vincent
do Dios weco cager to attack, butae couil
cf iri lielti fer dibitorziting 01n tIrs subject
over.ri'led thion',bye great njeiiy. Whiat
éver many have 'iuei the r'easns atiduceti
sucli a decisica iras particîilaî'ly foi'tunae foý
Great fliitain, as thorao en bo lic doubt but
tîttireault aroulr be tue aestructioni cf the
floot amd tire loss of lier naval supremnacy.

As lies helpeot more thin once aivii
hc inîbccility o! lîi'r statcsiioi anti cein-
maîdeî's arere unequai te the task of suèce,;
fully dcfcîiding lier, the eonicits; fouglit feu
Great Britain, tlic autumnal equinoctialgae
danuageti the combineti fleets anti couapelîcti
11cm te seek: the hearbers cf Bres t anti Cadiz
Iritîxout any advaîîtage comnionstiral -% 'itli
tlacir gi'eat display cf force, while Adinii'aI
Darby aras enablod te bûave Iuis ancioi'ago at
Torbiay anti look afler the lio;iioaî'ti bouxît
ta-ado arhicx luckily onough diti net bogiai te
ara-ive tilI the onemy lied beact out cf thc
Chiannel, by arli tune, Admirai Darby lid
30 sal cf the lino et scà, for llaii' protection.

Great Bri'tain caroti lier tiefeîceless position
and liei' naval power the humiliation iaiflictod
tliecon te the factieusies of the Opposition
la ].arliament, tho ia'anl of abilihy a the
MiîîistiV, anti the total abscence cf eîîecgy,
zeal ci' ouiferpi'ise iii lier' naval comanidos,
meost cf whoa lied obtahîti tîaeiî' position.%
by senioîity, edduuîg to Cheir erdiiaa'ystupid
ity tlîo senhlity cf extremoa ge.

As the ar lid extonC ad te the principal
nairatimo powers it bacamo necessery for

great Britain te ccuîvoy all lier tx'Aci, a squad-
l'on couisisting cf an elti 80 gua slîip tliet
carî'ied nec heicaie motel than a fifty, an old
60 g-ta slip that lied becoi condea-nect aiîd
dismeantîcti but aras lately rafatteti tire 711
guîî slaips, citeocf 64 . eite cf 50 anticrie cf
4-1 guai siiips aiI four fi'igales: tliis wi>C
platced unîdor the commandi cf «Vice AdmiraI
flydo 1>erker anti sent te tlie Balil for tlîe
protection cf Britiîsh haado as arali as toanoy
he Daîtcli. On his ratura te Englanti aitla
elarge convoy, ona the 5th cf lingus, beiiîg

off thé Doggor Bpik, et daybroac a Dutcli
squada-cî coîniandeti by lcar Admuxel. Zoult
mari liaving a largo couîvoy bounti foi' thc
Baltie amader bis protection, aras discevet
soering ncerly flic saine cour'se as tue ]3rit
islu. Tho Dtitchi squadrux comisistati cf cine
ship cf Î4, oe cf 68, oe cf 64, tire of 54, came
cf 50, co cf 44, five ocf 36, anti one cf 24 giiiis
arith ta-ce cutters. At 4 t.nm. AdImirai raî'ker
placing the convoy in charge cf Cap t. S tton
cf the Trenten frigate ordoreti hum te beau'
cxway forEnglanti. 'Xlic DiiteîAdmirailpi-e
pareti for action L>y ordo-ing lis frigates andi
ccnvey te bon-ard cf luis squadron anti bil
cd te the vvind on the larboard teck uîîder
easy sail. .9At 6 a.m. the British forineti
lino ahoati at haro eabloi long lb anti matie
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