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mnet with sucli a statement in any liistorýy, thmougli
it is perlîaps correct. he nearest te it 1 have
corne across is that the Baptists increased Iargely
under lais influence (Scl&ztl's Encyclopcdia). Hie
is gener-ally called a Puritan and an Independent.
Wliere is hie descrihed ns a Baptiat Indlependent?
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TH1E CIURCII-MEETING.
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he Church Meeting, What is it designed to
be I and what bas it become? What important
purposes in our Churcli life, fellowvship, govern-
ment, and work, is it intended to subserve, anad to
,vlîat extent have these ends been accomplishied,
or in what respects lias tiiere been failure? he
modern Ohurch-meeting, how wvill it compare with
the primitive, the scriptural, the ideal Cimurcli-
mieeting, ' Brethren, wve niay be niistaken, but we
have a profound conviction that we in this Do-
minion are excecdingly reereant to our i)iinciples
in the matter of our Chureh-meetings. Believing
as we certainly do, in the fellowsliip of the saints,
have not our Chutrcl-i-meetins, in large measure,
ceased to afford opportunîty foi' the cultivation
of that fellowvship 1 Believing iii the riglit of the
local Cliurch te self-government. and that to it
the Master lias cominiitted fi so the k ingdoa

of heaven, the powet of binding and loosing on
earth, whicli He %vill ratify in heaven, does not
the ineagre attexîdance at our Cliurcî-ieetings, as
compared Nvith the number who corne to the Lord's
Table, prove that we have baselv surrendered our
God-given riglit of spiritual mule, and lianded it
over to the nîinority, wvhom conscience and a sense
of duty bring to the Church-ffeetiings? Let any
one possessing the truc Christian instinct, but un-i
connected wvitlî any denonîination, visit an average
Congre gation ai Churcli-meetin g. and ivould he~
carry away with him, as the result of its varied
exorcises, as vivid an impression of Christian fel-
lowship, as hie would fromn a Methodist Class-ineet-
ing, or Love-feast? or as itroxîg a conviction of
order, rul, and st.rengfh, as lie %vould olitain frorn
a~ visit to a wvel-conducted meeting of a Presby-

Gur Contributore.

tery 7 And yet, wve bolieve, the Class. iîeetin,ý
and the lnve-feast, and the Prcsbyter' 'meeting,
are but huiaian expedients, whule the Clîurch-
meeting is the scriptural and natural emibodimenit
of the Divine life ani of Christ's people, the meet-
ing te whlîi the Saviour hiad special reference
wvhîen lie said, 1-Whiere two or thî-ee aret g;thered
together iii my naine there -arn 1 iii their uid(st."
And the riglits and liberties of wvhich even St.
Paul would not dare to subvert, but 'vould
rathe- uplîold and direct. witness for example, lis
instructions to the Churacii of Corintli, in regard
to a niatter of discipline, when lie said, IIn thîe
naie of the Lord Jesus Christ, whien ye are
gratlîered together, and mny spirit, with the pover of
tlie Lord Jesus Clirist, to deliver such an one unto
Satan, for tlie destruction of the flesli, that tlîe
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.Y

Is net the ariomialy we beliol *d to-day a most
singular onei People wvlo are not Congregation
alists, and wîho wvould not take upon thîemselves
our natue, contending successfully for the riglîts of
the laity against pure ec-clesiastical control, and
Congregational ists; practically surrenderiîîg rights;
already in tlîeir possession!1 Methodi.ss aslcing
for the riglit of calhing tlîeir owm pastoa-s, and
granted it wvitli uemrtaiin restrictions ; Presbyter-
ians, denianding, the aight of the iineinlei-sliip te
settle certain iiiatters of intea-nal admiinistration-
and gli-en it iii regard te soine particulars ; and
Congregationialists, tlirough indolence and indif-
ference, bamtering away tlieir tiime-licnored] and
inherited privileges ! Lt is just possible that oui-
verdict rnay be tee sev-ere. Lt iay~ Le feouzd iii
tlie course of the. discussion, whieli 'vo hnpe mill
follow t.le reading of tliis paper. that thiere are
yet churches net a ft*mv aînoîîst, us, tlîatpses
the medel the ideal, the scriptural Cliurech-iîîeet-
inig. If se, we shahl le fflad tfi hear fri timeir

pastors and delegates. an-d tke a leaf fromi their
bookS.

Stili,) as the mesult of a Noinewhat extended ex-
peî-ience and ob.ivmixwe are fu]lv convixiced
that the avej-aye olu<l-"fn f the churches tif

our Dominion is by nu iiiaaea w hat it louglit to bc-,
and Nvliat it uîiglit be nmade. That allowi-ig for
the necessary absence tif the sick, the ver, aged
and non-resident inenibers, tlivre are mnan''xîm
bers of the Church, and sorte of those best quali-


