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A
Contemporary Thought.

THERE are too many children on the streets at
night.  Parents, if you conld realize the immoral
education they ate receiving, you would cenainly
be less lenient in this direction.  Insist that the
parental roof coversall the chililren’s heads at
nightfail, and set a worthy example yourself, —5¢.
Thomas Times.

MEN read bouks on this topc, and attend lec-
tures on that ; decide thay theie children shall be
mstructed 1n these branches of hnowledge, and
shall not be nstructed i thouse 3 and all under the
gundance of mere custum, or hking, or prejudice,
without ever consideting the cnormous importance
of determining in some ratiunal way what things
ate really most worth learning, — Herbert Spenier,

Porulag opinion appears to consider drawing
purely as an accomplishinent.  This is a popular
fallacy. The carliest effarts of a child with a pen.
cil are attempts 10 represent things.  There is
scarcely a person in Topeka but has more use for
alulity to draw than for ability to sepeat the rules
of syntax, to solve problems in the *‘rule of three,”
or to desceibe the vegetation of the table land of
Thibet.  Yet school time is wi:lingly given to the
latter and denied to the former. — 2. . Tillotson,
Zopeka, Aan.

Tue system of popular clection of the persons
who shall have the practical management of Na-
tional Educativn produzes occasiwonally some re-
markable results,  Amongst these is the frequent
recurrence of dehates on questions of fuadamental
consequeace, which the speakers appeared to think
they have discovered for the first time.  No refer-
ences 10 asceriained facts, or to previous discus-
sions, occur in debates st some of our School
Boards upon subjects on which authentic facts are
available, and on which the last word of argument
has long ago been said, — T%e Schovimaster.

CHILDREN get much of their cducation from
onc another, and cducation by companionships
inay undo the best home-training, just as the home
lessons may destroy those of the schools. Young
persons are receiving an education in their modes
of thought and speech, and in their estimates of
men and things, and their judgments of right and
wrong, from their associates, quite as much as
ftum their teachers in school. It is a noted fact
that the young will soon become what their com-
panions are, and the worst are usually the best
teachers, for men and children will imbibe an cvil
coniagion more readily than they can impart a
goud intlucnce.  Evil is communicated more surely
than gowd.— £,

*TENNASON's last cffusion,” writes Mr. James
Waylen, ** contains a gross libcl on *our fathers’
who, he asserts, * drove from out the mother’s nest
that young cagle of the West.” 1 beg to remind
him that our fathers did nothing of the kind.
Laudean priestism it is which has to be credited
with that affair ; whereas ¢ our fathers’ wereso far
from panticipating in it that when the Common-
wealth arose they gave the name of Mazfower to
onc of their war ships in order, no douls, to help
keep the pilgnm fathers in everlasung remem-
trance. The agency which, like a upas-tree, then
shed its inflcenee vvet Busiish sucicty, atd which
is not yet extirpated, was a genus alicuum, a genus
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anti Britannicum, anati Cheistianum, ami Huma
num,"

Tue central aim in all the so-called * new
methods * of teaching reading is to cultivate the
thouglt and understanding. The mental sile of
reading is placed before theoral expression. Great
attention is given to thought-scizing power of the
mind through the eye, so that thoughts are scen
on the printed pages as wholes, just as they are
reccived through the ear.  The *“internal diges.
tion ™ of what is read is deemed of greater conse-
quence than **dclivery.”  In short, silent reading
1s cuiuvated by every vanety of means untl the
pupl can rapdly scan the printed page, and by a
surt o! alchemy of nuad, tell in lus own language
what he has gathered.  Can there bz memtal excr-
cise Letter than this to give fleaibility of thought
and fluency of expression2—=Sugt. S. 7. Dutton,
New Haven, Conn,

IN the ideas of good and evil there is doubtless,
something more and far higher than is found in
the ideas of mere pleasure and pain.  But nobody
could know the idea of pain from mere sensc-per-
ception. It is from consciousness only that the
tdeas of pleasure and pain are derived.  Nobody
has an idea of pain, or could understand what the
word means, who had not fe/f a pain. Nobody
could know an idca of pleasure who had not been
HMeased with something.  And I cannot doubt that
however exalted our ideas of good and happiness
may be, they had their bzginning and origin, their
stacting-puint at least, in the consciousness of pain
and of pleasure or enjoyment. If I remember
rightly, Plato somewhere introduces Socrates as
saying that all good is relative—that is, whatever
is good is goa! for something, if not it is good for
nothing. Heace we call an object or person as
one not goad—in reference to the welfare of others
—of all concerned perhaps—of the whole universe,
including the glory and honour of God, the Crea-
tor and Moral Governor of the Universe. But
the idea of goodness comes doubtless from per-
sonal experience—the consciousness of pleasure
and of good in oursclves, even though in some
cases that good comes as a result of what i< painful
to us, or is accompanicd by somcthing that is
painful.  But when we turn our thoughts from
oursclves and the present moment, we call the
object or event good.  Mere pleasure is personal
and sclfish, but good is universal, and implics
self-sacrifice on our part, or at least a willingness
for such sacrifice.--Prof. W. . Wilson, LL.D.,
of Cornell Unsversity.

“You ought to have heard Harriet Adam’s
paper at the alumnxe re-union,” said Nan,  **iler
topic was the quality of women's teaching as com.
pared with men’s. She believes we can do as
good work as men; but she doesn’t think we
always do.  And she attsibutes our deficiencics to
our failure to make the most of our sparc time.
Vacations bicing so much lonj2r in our profession
than in any other, the judicioas use of them be-
comcs, rclatively, much more important. She
thinks we ought 10 make it our principle to spend
them in laying up somcthing that will be helpful
when work begis again. It needa’t be in the
linc of study always. A reserve force of healths
and energy and good spirits may be just as valu-
able.” Tabitha nodded.  ** Thank you, Nan, for
helping me out with my argument. Harrict’s

practice bears out her preaching, as I happen to
know. [ remember her saying to me once, apropos
of this very subject of clothes, *I'm not ashamed
to say I can’t afford the money to buy handsume
dresses.  Why should I hesitale to say I can’t
afford the time to make my dresses up handsomely?
My time and strength are more valuable to me
than money, I makela poor bargain if to save
money 1 waste time,  If there is anything 1 am
leartily glad to pay out money for it 1s leisure.’
And so, from the very first, Harriet made it a
point never to have any more sewing than she
could affurd 1o hire done.  And the time the rest
of us spent with our achines, she had for out-
loors and for books ; and, as she grew more pros-
perous, for travel. For a year or two I thought
she was making a great mistake. She used to
look almost shabby when I met her at re-unions
(and yet one scarcely thought of her clothes after
she began to talk—she had so much to say that
was worth hearing).  But now see her, with her
nine hundred a year and expenses, besides the dig-
nity of a seminary position! Oh, I tell you, girls,
teaching is just like any other business—it pays to
put capital into it, even if you have to scrimp your-
self in other ways for a while.”"—From ¢ 4 laca-
tion Experiment,” by Lily S. Rite, in the New
England _fournal of Education.

WitaT are the lessons to be learnt from this
[the choice of bosks] discussion by rcaders who
arc anvious to make the most of their opportuni-
tics, and who {(notwithstanding the blandishments
of the read-anything-you-like schoc! of theotists)
would choose to make themselves acquainted with
the best books in preference to the worst?  There
are many : but the leading moral appears to be
that we shall have to depend in this matter largely
upon ourselves, upon our own insight and discre-
tion, for it is quite plain that our docturs are in
hopeless disagreement.  The main ll:ing. after all,
is the love of reading 5 to strive after fhar if we
have it not, to foster and cultivate it when pos.
sessed.  “* If you do love me," says Portia to her
suitor, Bassanio, as he stands before the three
mysterious caskets, hesitates as to the choice on
which his life-happiness depends, *“if you do love
me, you will find me out.” 1a theintellectuatlife
we are confronted not with three caskets, but
with many. Of two things, however, we may be
assured ¢ first, that if we love the treasure we shal
find it out; and, sccondly, that it is not, like
Portia’s portrait, contained in one casket only.
“The thing to ask about a book,” says Walt
Whitman, *is this? Has it helped any huaman
soul?”  And Mrs. Barrett Browning struck a true
notc when she wrote in “* Aurora Leigh™:

“ We get no good
By being ungencrous, even to a book,
And calculating pxofxls—s_o much help
By so much reading. It is rather wher
We gloriously forget ourselves and plu..zc
Soul-forward, headlong, into a book’s profound,
Impassicned for its beauty and salt of truth—
'Tis then we get the right good from a book.”
Let these, then, be the tests for our books. Are
they helpful to human souls? Do they impassion
us with their ** beauty and salt of truth™?  if so,
though banned by all the Professors, fhey are the
bocks for us to read.  If not, whatever name they
bear on their title-page, we may well leave them
alone. — A. Tatlersall in The Schoolmaster (Lon-
donn, Eng.)



