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ters procceti te detine to themacilves wbat it
is thev desire to accomplish, and how il is
to bic efleceti. Trhe bcond rsoslution car-
ried ut Wednesday's meeting bringa us face
to face with what is perhaps the chief diffi-
t-uhy-viz., wlîat plan is t'O le suhstituttcd
for the cxisting system of patronage ? It is
easv tu bhow that cvils have resulted faonm
the*abuises of patroniage, and that l'y cuiting
off the Bourre of these we may hope for a
benefirent wvidening of the circle of activity
(ifthe Church, which wilI enalule bier to be-
vorne a gr('Ster power for practichi gooti.
But it ià flot se easy to devise a svstem of'
elcion which shall be alike free fromn these
andi from the opponite evils that flow from
an unregulateti and unlimiten popular elec-
tion. Anything that meains the act of
election in the category of acta which are
convertible with civil rights, therefore,
whieh ileprives the choice of a minister of
the character of being purely ' spiritual,
will be deciareti by Froc Ch urclimen to con-
tain the elenhents of Eras:ianism. Yet we
i-an hardi- think that the (iîurch of Scot-
landi wouid bc prepareti simplv to follow
the example of, say, the Free, dhurch, and
ititroduee popular election simpliciter ais a
substitute for lay patronage. Il is bore that
would corne in the perdlons question of
spiritual inîlependence,' which, thongh in

no sense likely te hecomne a prartical, mighit
verv casily b. miade a Vcr3' serions tbeore-
ticail difficulty. WVe mnust hiope that the
presetît coriductors of the movemient in
favour of abolition, wvho have shown tbemu-
selv-es so wise and prudent hitherto, will be
,found capable of meeting andi overcoming
the difficulty in question when the proper
time comes for deaing with it. In the
-meantime, their course is clear eneugh, andi
they have not, so far as swe cen see, boeif
guilty of an>- act of imprudence which ià
likely tu compromise or perpîca their future
procce fingu. It ia firat cf ail deairable tu
hring tii question before the countr in such
a way thac an intelligent interest in it may
b. excited, and that the effort may attract
as much and as wide a sympathy a p-
sible, among Disçenters aà welI su Churois-
men. There muât afterwsrds be an appli-
cation to Parliament, andi il is only when
that wil bave te support cf the great mass
of the peuple of Scotland who take any
conceru in such matters, tuut w. eau hope
to receive the sanction and support of
Parlisment andi the. Government. flaving
that support, however, there sbould b. no
risk of -refusai tu b. apprebendeti ini these

uarters. Il s hardly to lhe anticipateti,
'tveScottish Di.mneSn wW aeuavely

opjqse îh. attempt to gain for the. eoogm
gpatièns of the Establisbed Church a priv-
lep -whicb i taiady enjoyed by tbe cou..

gregationa of l>isnters. Therc are not
vt-ry m any, it niav he hoped, Whmo will lie
fournd of the Samé minîl witlî Mr. Duncan
M'Larcn, whose V'ohintary zen] withholdsç

himi fruttn approving thîe granuing of a hoon
whicb hoe believcs te l' the right of ail
('lristian congregations, simply heeause ii
inighit inr-identally becoîtît thîe mens of
sireîîgtlîcîing thé Clînrch as a niational
andi ettablisheti institution.

-This, bowever, in the one point from
wh-b the danger of externat appositc>n tu
thte anti-patroniage moveinent is most likel,%
now te arise. White we cordiallv roncur
wmtm the member for Bute in the lief tbat
it -à no fear of the Church beingabout to fal
wbich prompts to the present effort, it is yet
impîîossible te ignore the fact tlîat there wil
b. sume-we trust net; very niîy-who
will throw obstacles in its wav in case the
reinoval of putronage might streîîgthen the
State Church. As te snch, we fear that ne
argument wie conld addre-ss te thcm wonld
av-ait te cetîvince themi cf the narrowneas
andi essential intolerance of their view. The
zeal of Voluntar-istu cats then up ; and
although they cannot but sc that Volun-
Laryism bas quit. faileti tu overtake tht
spiritual destitution of the country, thev
would rather imperil the best interests cf
the country titan sec an Establkzhed Church
growing strotîger in the possession of popu-
lar support andi affection. But there surel>-
cantiot be many of tlî disposition. WVe
ought. at least, tu be able to apîîeal to F'ree
Churchmen against any such ttarrowness of'
feeling and vision. Tite position of tce Fie.-
Church bas been, and partially still is, s
protest against the idea that there eau be
no alternative betwecn Voluntaryism and
Eraatitinism. They niaintain that thse
National Cburch ought te bie a ' free*
Church, and the attempt te realise 'shat wam
their own idea aheulti receive ait their sym-
pathies anti support. And we are net with-
eut hope thet it ultimately will. They have
net yez fergotten the practical muisehiefs andi
evils or Voluntaryism.

IlAndi if chere is any testimeny to be
borne to thse reality cf oui- collective respon-
sibility as a eomoeunity and au a nation, it
can only be tbroszgh a National and SBate
Church. No otiier substitut. bas yet been
inventeti. Yoisintaryism i-uns naturally andi
neeessarily into individualiam, and therefore
inhe a practical nogation of the. ides, of as'
collective ruligioos convaotooneN andi hunoe
of any natiosal or- communal rempoubulity.
Yet nover tuse than now diti thu grost
truth requitte to b. reasserteti W. appui
te &Ul kqJ Fçoe Charctpsea Who undor-
stand amw apptecate the hiscorical sest-
momy ot thuir owa Charch tu help ber ce
Y«reat tbis id., andi te-join hands wub


