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chancellors the difference of atmosphere disappears, and we see
the two systems becoming fused into one.

The moral of the whole story is the hopelessness of attempting
to study Anglo-Saxon jurisprudence apart from the history of
its growth and of the characters of the judges who created it. It
is by no aeccident that among Anglo-Saxon lawyers the law does
not assume the form of codes, but is largely judge-made. We
have statutory codes for portions of the field which we have to
cover. But these statutory codes come, not at the beginning,
but at the end. For the most part the law has already been made
by those who practisc it before the codes embody it.  Such codes
with us arrive only with the close of the day, after its heat and
burden have been borne, and when the journey is already near
its end.

I have spoken of a spirit and of traditions which have been
apparent in English law. But they hav made their influence
felt elsewhere. My judicial colleagues in the Provinee of Quebee
administer a system which is partly embodied in a great modern
code, and partly depends on old French law of the pericd of
T.ouis XIV. They apply, moreover, s good deal of the publie
and commercial law of England. The relation of the code to
these systems has given rise to some controversies, What I have
guthered, however, when sitting in the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council, is that a spirit not very different from that
of the English lawyvers has prevailed in Quebee. The influcnce
of the judges in moulding the law, and of legal opinion in fashioning
the shape which it should take, seem to me to have been hardly
less apparent in Quebec than elsewhere in Canada. Indeed, the
several systems of our group of nations, however these systems
have originated, everywhere shew a similar spirit, and disclose the
powe. of our lawyers in creating and developing the law as well
as in changing it; a power which has been more exercised outside
the legislature than within it. It is surely beecause the lawyers
of the New World have an influence so potent and so easily
wiclded that they have been able to use it copiously in a wider
field of public affairs than that of mere jurisprudence. It is very
striking to the observer to see how many of the names of those




