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NO'ES, R EVI EWS AND1 COMIM FN'E'S.
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If supply nmay be taken as àn index of deniand, the laige nuilbur

of books upon rntogywhichi have appearud %vithîn he last fev
years furnish<. s an encouraging pro(>f of a grmwirq, dcsir e for closei

acquaintance witli bird life, both oni the p)art of the nutelvrand of
the scientific student. l>robably no book that lias appeare(l for a long'

perlod is su well fiticd to satisfy thie ni,±eds of both these classes as> the
one wlîos.Ž titie bias just been quoted .Accuiracy and ftillnies.s (A1 des-

cription, cuvering ail external characters, including evcr>' phiase of

of seasunal an(l sesual pluma.ge ti each species, have been attalied

wvthout an undue use of technîcal language ;and these siecitk( deuscrîp)-

ions alternate throuihout the b)ody of the work with delightful sketches
of the habits of eachi bird . Marty of the life-hiistot-ies are fromî suchl

wvell known wriit-eris as Mrs . Olive 'lhorne ;Miller, MIi->s Florence M\er-

riarn, WVilliami Brewster, Erlnest E. 'Ihompson, Bradford Tlorrey, etc.
'l'lie author. is by profession a î loset naturalist, biut isý chapter on

'l'lie Stuidy of Bi3rds out of I oors " e.în only hiave been wr'tten by one

who is a lover, as well as a student. of birds, and 'i'lîose acqua 1Intanice
'vith them mtust have l)cguin at a period %vhen professional methods and

closet wvork were as y'et natters of the future. StilI the cutatur of thec
mu11seum11 cornes to the surface in the follovingc- rxcummendation :'' If
)?ou would nanie birds %vithout a gun, by ail nîcans first visit a miuseumn
and Nvitli text-book in hand study those species Nwhich you biave previoul)y
found [by reference to the nearvst local list] are tu l>e looked for near
y'our home T Ihis preliminary introductioni wvll ser-ve to ripen )-ui.

acquainaance in thc field" One field student can remiember hiov a

1 relirninary acquaintance wvith a row of niounted birds standing c'at.

attention ' on the shielf of a nuseu) bias onh'. served to deaden the

i ian'ibu1wk of fliris '>1' Eastel n North Aittîrica-NNith iy 10 lite: spcîes atnd
i)escriptiotis of their i 'ititua1ges, Nests.rn<i E-ggs, their Dis)tribution .111d M\i iratiolis, &C.
&c. &c. 13». i"ranik M. Ciptuani, Assi.stant ('uraior o>f the' I)etarîtîît of \lnîalogy
«,,ic O)rln'ttiogy in the At\merîeaîi tisetin. of Naturai l isi tOr', New \'ork City', &c.
Ncwe% Vtork: t). Appleton & Company, 1895. 12 1110., Niv. 421 111.


