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ancient symbol of purification, but
pointing to something highier, direct-
ing the pe:2pie to, the IlLamb of God,"
who nailing to His cross the ordinunces
oî man and the rites and symbols of
the past, taught the people how they
could accel)tabiy worship the Father,
and that it mnust be donle "in spirit
and in truth," for such worshippers the
Father seeketh, not in an outvard
worship, where under externai forms
the heart may be satisfled without
seeking for nor flnding God's presence.

There is sûmething patbetic in the
thought of *the youthful prophet,
standing alone as it were, belonging
neither to the past nor to the future,
most aptly spoken of asI the voice in
the wiiderness." Living a life of stern
purity in the desert solitudes with no
companions but wild animais, coming
to the Jordan to teachi the multitudes
in many of whose hearts hie discerned
propensities and passions wvhich, un-
controlled, were far more wild and
flerce than the beasts of the desert. At
last we listen to the message 'svNch hie
sends from bis prison to jesus: "lArt
thon He that should corne or look wse
for another?" Lt is thought by some that
this question showed doubt in John's
mind. To me it contains no doubt.
After the one utterance of surprise at
the .baptisrnm "And I knew Him
not.' I do not bel ieve doubt ever
entered John's mind; but after the
hardships of imprisonmient which hie
suffered at the ibands of Herod, al-
though that monarch quailed before
him, bis disciples might weli have suf-
fered frorni discouragement when seeing
the condition of their loved teacher,
whose words, that lie miust decrease,
wouid be biard for thern to understand.
And for their mncouragemnent hie sent
theni to Christ with the question
which wsas so abundantly answered.

As we study the lives of the mighty
men of old who were raised up by Cod
to perform some special work we ex-
claim in the words of Jesus : a There is
not a greater than Johin the Baptist."
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A CONVERSATION ON DOC-
TRINE.
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A short timne since, a Friend, travel-
ing in Truthi's service, iiad an appointed
meeting, wshichi wsas attended by four
ministers of different religioui- denomin-
ations. After a season of solemn, sulent
waiting, the Friend arose with the Ian-
guage: IlIf any mari havez not the spirit
of Christ, he is none of bis.» This text
ivas enlarged upon, and many ollher
points of doctrinal truth were illustrated,
under the then present influence of the
Divine Spirit.

The ruext day this Friend wsas called
uponi by one of the four ruinisters, 'ssho
said: -"Sir, I arn bere to know if you
preachied your true sentin:ents Iast
night. I have been infornied that you
do flot believe in the Bi bie, nor in the
divinity of Christ, neitha r in bis atone-
ment ; but if you expressed your true
sentiments Iast niglit you have been
Misrepresented. Please tell mea, if you
can, what is the difference between you
who are calied 'Hicksites' and the
'Otodx Friends,-or Orthodox
Christendom generally, for there is no
difference of belief between Orthodox
Friends, Mclà.odists, and Baptists.
They only view the subjects from differ-
ent standpoints. %ut you seem to dif-
fer from us al; and yet, last night, you
held up the Scriptures uuid the divinity
of Christ more fully and beautîffully than
I have ever beard donc before."

Our friend replied hie wsould endeavor
to answser the questions. He then
queried, "lDost thou believe that God
is ail wsise?" The answser wsas, I do?"
ta Dost thon believe that Hie is un-
changeably the -ýame ?" Il 1 do."
Il Dost thon believe that his laws are
perfect" il' I do." IlThen thon canst
flot believe that a streamn can rise higher
than its founitain?"a No." al Well, then,


