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is near at hand, and soon will corne the
gloaîning, and then ýthe night, wvherein
no wvork is done. My desire is for you
and for myself, that we may sec clearly
the path that lies before us and lîcar
spoken iii no uncertain voice, " This is
the way, walk thou in it.»

JOHN I3UNTrING.

FIJNCTIONS 0F OUR BUSINESS
MEETINGS.

It is somewhat questionable whether
a brief paper on the subject chosen,
should enibrace anything beyond a fewv
thoughts as to what the f unctions of our
Business Meetings actually are at the
present tinie; or also to contain a slighit
review of the wvork of Business Meet-
ings of the Society of Friends in the
past, as well as suggestions as to what
,ve mlight consider proper changes and
consequent advancernent in the future.
Though the latter course miglit be of
interest, yet I believe the suhject should
be considered ini this paper rnainly frora
the present standpoint, or the functions
of the Business Meetings of to.'day.

As I conceive it, the highest function
of suchi Meetings is to aid ini mak îig
the Society oC Friends a better religious
body by lending ail possible encourage-
ment to *strengthen the memnbers
towards nobler, purer, more Christian-
like lives, to live consistently wvith the
high principles which we profess. The
object of business mneetings should not
be merely to inquire after modes of liv-
ing or character of the individuals com-
posing the Meeting, but should amni to
overcome the deficiencies which may
be apparent.

A duty of these Meetings should be
to inspire the niembers with a desire
for more religious life. There is no
doubr that nîany times these Meetings
have been the nicans of nourishing th6
spiritual life in those who were waver-
ing or might have fallen back, and that
they have been the channel whereby
mnany have been led and assisted in the
growth, of spiritual power until they

have become as beaccn-lights in the
niidst af our Society.

Another important office of our Busr
mness MNeetings is to foster the feeling
of love and bond of sympathy, which
should exist not mereiy betiveen the
memnbrs of our particular Monthly,
Quarterly or Yearly Meeting, but draw
us into dloser union of thought and
action with ail who, profess the saine
religious principles which we hold, and
consider as foîndamental truths.

Thiere are, as probably ail of -the
menibeis of this Young Friends' Asso-
ciation are aware, Business Meetings of
four distinct grades, held by the So-
ciety of Friends:

The Preparative Meeting is the one
which should best represent each
sel)arate Meeting, at least its report as
forwarded to its superior or higher
Meeting, should more nearly reflect
the actual state of the Society (so
termed>, the truc life of the menîbers
of such particular M\[-eting from wvhich
the report proceeds than can be oh-
rained f rom any other Business Meet-
ing. It is the pflace for framing answers
to the queries, and such answers can-
flot properly be changed by any of the
higher Meetings. XVhen answers to the
queries state that a larme porticin of out
membership do not attend the religious
meetings inquiry should be quickly
made as to the cause, and effort
should lie put forth to increase the in-
terest in our Meetings, and conse-
quently bring about a larger attendance.

If Friends are not consistent with
our testimion;es in relation to plainnesB
of dress and moderatiofi in living, the
suhject evidently should flot rest right
there wihout arsy effort on the part of
the Meeting to caîl the attention of the
delinquents to their shortcomings. Ail
deticiencies which cause what are
term -d "'lame answers" to our queries,
should receive careful attention from
the Meeting, which wvould take tangi-
ble formi by treating wvith tho offenders
in the most friendly manner possible.

An impoîtant office of the Mionthly
Meeting is to consider requests for
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