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BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.

A. D 27 LESSON VI,

Matt. 4, 17-25. [ Commil (o memory verses 18-20.]
17 From thut time Je’sus began {o
reach, and to say, Repent: for the
ingdom of heaven is ut hand.

18 And Je’sus, walking by the sea
of Gal’i-lee, saw two brethren, Si’-
mon called Pe’ter, and An’drew his
brother, casting a net into the sea:
for they were fishers.

19 And ke aid unto them, Follow
me, and I will make yon fighers of

men.
20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed
im

m,
21 And going on from thence, he saw other two
brethren, jnmes. the son of Zet/e-dee, and John his

General

Between the temptation in the wilderness and the
ministry of Jesus in Galilee there occurred an interval
of one year, whose events are related only by John,
Most of this year was passed in Juden, where through-
out his ministry Jesus made but little impression upon
the people and gained but few followers. Hence this
period has been named by some “the Judean min-
istry; " by others, ** the year of obscurity." From the
wilderness Jesus returned to the banks of the Jordan,
and there gained his first disciples. John 1. 20-51.
With this little company he went to Cana in Galilee,
and there wrought his first miracle. John 2, 1-11. He
made a short visit to Capernaum, and then went to Je-
rusalem, perhaps with the purpose of making the cap-
ital the center of his ministry, He aroused a general
interest, and incurred great opposition. by driving the
traders out of the temple. John 2. 12-25. But the
number of those who accepted him s the Messiah was
small, and the people of Judea were from first to lnst

Explanatory and

Verse 17, From that time. From the time when
John the Baptist was put in prison. ver. 12, Jesu de-
layed entering Galilee as a field of labor while John
was working there, Jesus began to preach, For a
year or more he had been teaching, but in conversations
With individuals, as with Nicodemus and the woman of
Samaria. Now he began to deliver public discourses,
Tosay. He took up the message as it had been Inid
down by John the Baptist, and begun ll“prm'lulming
repentance and the kingdom of God. epent,

sson 111, verse 2, and notes, Repentance is & new
purpose, leading to a new life. Literally, ** change
your thought.,” The kingdom of heaven. He pro-
claimed that a new kingdom was to be established, in
which all who accepted God as King and Jesus ns
Prince should be citizens; a kingdom which shounld
have God's will for its Iaw and love for its authority.
Is at hand. It was not really organized until Jesus
had died upon the eross and his Spirit had descended
upon his disciples. (1) Al men are sinners, and hence
aﬂ must repent if they would be saved. (2) That king-
dom which others saw, we may enter,

18, Jesus, walk-
ing by e ne
This event is re-
lated in greater de-
tail in the
chapter of Luke's
gospel. It took
place near Caper-
naum, very soon
after Jesus came
from Judea, The
Bea  of Galilee,
This is a body of
fresh water of oval
shane thirteen
miites long and
seven wide, and six hundred and fifty-three feet below
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mending

their nets; and he called them.

22 And they immediately left the ship and their

father, and followed him.

23 And Je’sus went about all Gali-lee, teaching in
| their synagogues, and preuching the gospel of the king.
{ dom, and heuling all manner of sickness and all munner
of disease among the people.

24 And his fame went throughout all Syr'i-a: and they
brought unto him ull sick people that were taken with
divers diseases and torments, und those which were pos-
sessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and
those that had the palsy; and he healed them.

25 And there followed him great multitudes of peo-
ple from Gali-lee, and from De-eap’o-lis, and from Je-
| rursa-lem, and from Ju’de-a, and from beyond Jor’dan,

l brother, in a ship with Zeb’e-dee their father,

Statement.

among the bitterest enemies of the Saviour, For
nearly a year he remained in Judea, but very little
record remnins of his teaching or his works, When
news came to him that John the Baptist had been put
in prison by Herod the tetrarch, or ruler of Galilee, lie
at once left Judea and went toward the northern
province. On the way he passed through Samaria, and
at Jacob's well had the wonderful conversation with
the Sumaritan woman, In Gulilee he first revisited
Cana, and while there wrought a miracle at Capernaum,
healing the nobleman’s son. Thence he went to Naz-
areth, the home of his boyhood, but was rejected by
his own townspeople; #o that he was led to fix his
home at Capernaum. There he remained during the
second year of his public labor, a year known both as
**The Period of Galilean Ministry,” and “The Year of
Popularity.” The results of this year's work are sum-
marized in our lesgon.

Practical Notes.

the level of the Mediterranean Sea, Tt is east of Gal-
ilee and west of the Bashan district, Once it was sir-
rounded by prosperous towns, but now its shores are
nearly uninhabited. Saw two brethren, These two
brothers, the sons of Jonah, or John, were well ne-
quainted with Jesus, for they had become his diseiples
nearly a year hefore. The circumstances of their first
meeting with him are narrated in John 1, 85-42. They
had returned to their trade of fishing. and were now
summoned to a closer companionship. About six
months after this they were culled to he apostles,
Simon called Pete Simon wus the earlier name,
and the ne Peler, ** Rock,” had heen given to him hy
Jesus at their first meeting. He was, by the fervency
of his nature, by his gifts, and by his spirit of lender-
ship the * chief among the apostles,™ though not in
any such senge - is claimed by the popes of Rome, his
pretended successors. Andrew his er. Thongh
named after Peter, and of secondary inflnence among
the twelve apostles, Andrew was one of the earliest
followers of Jesus, and the one who brought Peter to
him. It is noticeable that almost every mention of his
nume, apart from the list of the apostles, is in con-
nection with bringing some person to Jesus, (3) We
may not be leaders like Peter. but we can be individ
workers like Andrew. Casting a net. They may
been standing on the shore, or in a boat. for
with the net was practised in both ways,
fishers. An honest, thongh

hing
They were
lmmble employment.
(4) Christ chooses workers and not idlers for his seyvice

19. He said unto them. The call was given after
a discourse of Jesus to the {wuple on the shore, fol-
lowed hy the miracle of the dranght of fishes (Luoke 5.
1-11), wﬁh:h was tobe a type of their success in their
Master's work, Follow me, He called upon them to
leave their homes and their voeation, and to hecome
his companions, learning his teachings by association
with him. _He did not, however, summeon all whe be-
lieved in him to lead such a life, Fishers of men,




