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prophetic of the ageitties and influences which would spring up after his
death. The evangelists and elders whom he had ordained in every city were
all abroad, carryiny forward the work which he had so nobly begun. In an
orchard back of Constance is a huge boulder with the simple wnseription, !
*“ John Huss, of Bohemia.” There Huss was burne As the fagots were
lighted, he is said to have exclaimed, ‘* To day you roast goose "—Huss
being the mame for guose in Sclavonic—‘‘but from the ashes of the goose .
will arise a swan which -you caunot burn.™ Martin Luther, sceing this
legend, said, *‘I am that swan,” and adopted the saying for his heraldic
motto. When John and Charles Wesley stood over the open grave of John
Fletcher, Charles Wesley sang, ‘“ God burjes hjs workien, but carries on his
work.” Thus itisin all generations—The fathers die, but the sons arise 1
their places to perpetuate their fame, and to reproduce their dee?. ., ¢

The providence of God is also seen in that the propagation of the Word e

is carried forward, not only by a constant and truly apostalic succession, bat A

also despite the infirmities and mistakes of these agents while they livé and
work. Preachers are but men, with all the limitations of human nature, and
they are liable to error. Peter and Paul differed in opiniaw, so much svthat
Paul felt obliged to rebuke Peter ; Barnabas and Paul separated because of
a dispute about John Mark ; Luther and Zwingle could not agree touching -
the Sacraments, and this at a time when their agreement seemed vijal tu the
Reformation ; Wesley and Whitfield, early in the Methodist mouvement,
could not act together because of a divergence of dugtrine; and yet in all
these instanceg the Word of God, mightier than man oJr any combination of - ¢
men, grew and multiplied. In your own and our country, nearlyall the,
great protestant denominations from one causg or another, chiefly through *
misguided leadership, have divided asuhder, but religion has spread, and in
no land to-day is the Bible so much respgcted and so influential. Thanks to
God, its spirit of love is bringing in healing and peace, and the denomina-
tions wl{ere breaches have existed, are coming together in umity ! |
In this connection another thought must be saggested': This Word has

continued not only despite the errors of ministers, but also, notwithstanding
the faults and sins of the whole Yody of believers, the Church itself.™ It is a
common objection to the Divine origin of the gospel, that the Church is so

' far from being holy. On the human side, this objection is furcible, but on
the Divine side it is an argument both for the gospel and the Church.
Christ came td" save sinners; and the Church,’if it exist at all, must be
composed of saved sinners, men in whom the taint of sin must ever
remain while they are on earth ; it was, therefore, unavoidable that a church *
constituted of such sinful and imperfect beings should be liable to defects,
lapses and corruptions. And the fact that the Church, notwithstanding
all its faults and sins, has been .preserved is the marvel of history. The
Christian Ghurch and the Roman Enfpire were born abuut the same .
period. At that time what was the Roman Empire and what was the
Church ? The Empire inheriting all the resources of the Roman Republic
was mistress of the world, its name the synonym of power ; into its treasury
rolled the weaith of all lands; its edicts were enforced by irresistible legions
among all known people ; Rome itself, was the ‘concentration of learning,
art and luxury. There she stood, pride of the nations. And what the

kChmch? A few despised and persecuted people.scattered here and there
throggh the Empire, without sword, money, prestige or power. At Rome all
there was of it was in the person of Paul the prisoner, and a few timid dis-
ciples. The contrast could not possibly be greater. Eighteen centuries
have passed. To-day, what is Rome, and what is the Church?. Rume has
gone, its capitol in ruins, its palaces heaps of rubbish ; its forum a cattlé-
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