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‘ ‘W1 .8ON'S EXPERIMENT.

THE EXPERIMENT.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1847.

Wu do not commenee the history of
« Old Liicks the Guide,” in this number
as promised in our lust, from tho fact
thatn part of our Copy hus, we fear gone
astray. Wercceived it regular up to tho
lute change in the Post Office Depart-
ment, and since that we havo missed
one or two parts of it, and fearing that
we may not be able to obtain the stray
parts,we will not comnience publishing
it until all is received.

Writs have been issucd, returnable
on or before the 24h of January next,
fur & new geuneral Election throughout
the Provinee.

Thunder Bay Jsland Fishery,

It was our fortune in the summer of
1918, to spend a few weeks upon this
celebrated Islund, snd us it may not bo
uninteresting to our readers, we will
give them n short uccount of the man-
ner in which the fish are taken, the lo-
eation of the Island, vud the hardships
and dungers the fishermen are exposed
to, in tending their nets and lines.

‘I'here are only two kindsof fish taken
at this fishery : the Whitefish, and the
Salmon Trout, the former in what they
call the gill net, (us this fish never dites
‘ at the hook,) and the latter istuken both

in the gill net and by set hooks. The

sill nets are made ofa very fine twine,
orcommon sized thread, net into meshes

of two and a half or three inches square,

and from twenty-five to thirty meshes

wide, and varying in length from seven-

ty-five futhom, to ore hundred and fifty

fathom in length. This piece of net-

. work is stretched through the water,
being anchored down strong at the one

edge, and buoyed up at the other, so

that the fish in attempting to pass

tirough thesc meshes, become entangled

in the net; by their gills, fins &c., and

soon drown themsclves by their exer-

o tions to get out of the snare so dexter-
_ously set for.them. It is not uncommon

“to take out ofone of these nets,at asin-

gle over hauling, (which isaiways done

,once in forty-cight hours, if the wind

¢ Ywill in anywise admit,) fish sufficient to
make two, three, and sometimes five

barrels. Both -the Whitefish and the

* ‘Trout caught in this Lake, are much
lurger than those taken in Lake Ontario,

‘ or Lake Erie, never requiving more
' than about fifty Whitefish to the barrel,
and often a less number., The Salmon

Troutarealso very large, weighing from

twenty to fifty pounds, and sometimes

sixty-five and evenscventy. The mode
of taking, these are more generally
with the set hooks, notwithstanding
many are canght in the gill nets, set for
the Whitefish. The Trout hook is made
fast to a small cord from threc to five
feet Jong, and then tied toa larger cord,
or ship rigging, which is anchored and
buoyed at one end, and then drawn
+ . horizontally thromgh the warer, until a

ﬁ-ry great length of line is spun out,

EAWith these short Jines with the hooks
¥¥Tust to them, tied to it at a distance of
six or ten feet apart, anchored and
Inoyed at equal distances, the inain line
Ueing sometimes two or three miles in
length, and are likewise -over-haunled
every forty-cight hours if possible. The
amount of fish taken in this wuy is al-
most incredibla 34t theltime that we
speak of, thero were.fome hundred and
fitty men engagedin’the fishingat this
one: locality, ‘Thnnder Bay Island is
. located very nearithe centre of Lake
o llurom;, as3t:wegards its length from
Sou’east toNorth-west,but within about
ten xailes'of the main Jand'on the KMichi-
gan gide, It is asmall round island,

o~

containing, wé believe, about aee‘onty
ncres, and covered for the most part
with low shrub .cedars, with® three
or four tall pines, which'afisWers for tho
fishermen’s land marks., "Lhe soil is
shallow, the rock coming nenr the sur-
face, indeed in many places, nothing
but the hare grey limo stong is to be
seen.  This Island situated a8 it is, be-
ing entirely exposed toall the winds
that blow, (excepting the South,) and
to the dushings of the waves that come
in unbreken, or in any way unchecked,
for u distance of o hundred and fifty or
two hundred miles, and here spending.
all their gathered force and fury upon
this iron bound Island, presenting totho
heholder, some of the most grand, and
uwfully sublime scenes thatean possibly
be imagined or conceived of. On this
Lgke,ns in the Guifof Mexico, the most
sidden squallsof wind arise. ~ Attimes
when all is calim, and the waves to all
appearance just lulling to rest, a small
whito cloud may be scen far in the dis-
tance, and to appearance npon the biue
arched sky, no Jarger than a man’s hand.
When this signal is discovercd by the
fishermen thut ave out at their hooks
and nets, which is often ata distance of
six, cvight, and ten miles in the broad
and ope.. Lake, with nothing toride the
forthcoming waves, or withstand the
fierce and fast approaching gule (which
this signal is sure to betoken,) but their
light and almost shell like fishing skifls
which they ure in; but these nut shell
bouts are mude for the emergency, they
arc of the most beautiful model that art
can design, and made of that texture
where the greatest strength can ho got
with the least weight of material, veri-
fying to the letter the old adage of  sit-
ting like o duck upon the water,” or,
riding the sea “like a thing of life,” or
indeed they might be compared, when
so dextcrously handled Ly the long
practiced and perfected oarsmen, their
movements being so rapid, and still so
graceful to the “ wild swan” upon our
great Western Waters. But to return to
the white cloud, or the sure signal ofa
gale, the fishermen instantly ceasc
overhauling their hooks or nets, and im-
mediately apply thomselves to their
oars -and commence pulling with all
their strength for the Island ; being urg-
ed on by a full sense of their dan-
ger, knowing that if they do not reach
the Island before tho wind gets to its
heighth, or the sea so much euraged, as
to prevent them from propelling their
little bark agninst it, they must inevit-
ably be blown across the Lake, a dis-
tance of some two or thrce hundred
miles,and then perchanee be dushed to
picees against the perpendicular rocks
of this iron bound ceast,

We have stood upon this Island Rock
and witnesscd one or two of these aw-
fully sublime scenes. Lookiug in the
far distance upon the windward side of
the Islund, where the clouds in great
commotion would appear to meet with
the madened und frenzied waters of the
areat Lake, the waters_looking in the
distance not unlike an immense forest,
visited by a dreadful husricane, bending
the sturdy trces nearly to the ground,
and then raising to appearance in their
strength and majesty, as if defying the
force of the half-spent cloud, to do them
more horm; but the wind -apparently
alive to the insult, renews its force, and
brings them prostrate to the ground;
thussurge after surge,would come dush-
ing in, cach more dicrce than the former,
until dashed to atlomsagainst the rocks
of the Island ; and then turning to the
leaward side, and witness the fishermen
coming in ; to sce with what skill they
manage their tiny boats, and the nerve
required to force them along aguinst
those combined elements; the anxious
solicitude of those upon the land in
watching theslow progressthey arémak-
ing towards the shore, and counting the

probabilitics,and improbabilities of their
being able to reach the Island—-the joy

expressed in every countenance, and
the rcudy assistance rendered to cach
boat as it nears the landing,.

Weo could dwell much longer upon
this scene, and the effect that it produe-
ed upon our mind; but ng we intend at
sonie future day, to give a short history
ofu summer spent in coasting the Lakes,
which is filled with the most exciting
incident, we forbear snying any more ut
present.

WinTEK has now firly set in, accompanicd
witl its usual retinue of cold winds, snow, frost,
&c.y at the presence of whom, our ganlens and
fields have heen stripped of their nmny attrar-
tions 3 and the wyriads of pleasing objucts so lately
to be met with, arrayed in all the beauty of sum-
mer, have given place to one broad sheet of stow
and jce—the chains with which the Jee King binds
his summer captives thronghout the brief period of
hisreign. And now is the scason when the endear-
ments of the domestic circles are diawn out, and

eciprocated. What more pleasing scenes can there
ve met with than those which aze to be witnessed
eathin many of our Canadian domiciles, inthe long
winter evenings—all outside is cold and dreary,
while within is a happy and contented fumily, knit
together by the tic of pure affection and love, con-
gregated perhaps around the hospitable bourd par-
taking of their evening mcal j or forminga compact
circle, of old and young, around the bright and
sparkling hearth, engaged in the various means of
amusement had recourse to, to while away the long
hours, It isat this period when a good family
newspaper is peculiarly ~valuable and appiopriate.
The mind, like the body, requires exercise, other-
wise it becomes dull and heavy—and there are few
persons who will not take up a ncivspaper with
much more relish than they would that of a book
of some oncor twohundred pages; so thata paper,
having & moral and useful teﬁdency, should be
inthe hands of cvery family, ‘The want of perio-
dicals of a more literary cast than the gencrality of
our Conadian newspapers have been very much
felt in the province, It was to remedy this defi-
ciency that we commenced publishing the Exre-
PIMENT, the price of subscription to which we
have fixed at a rate that no man, woman or child,
<an give their organ of readativeness the shadow of
an excuse for not taking it. The encouragement
we have, and are daily receiving, has satisfied our
best expections, and will urge us on in endeavoring
as far us our abilites allow, to mrXe our paper both
eatertaining and useful, and every way worthy of
its patrons. To those who have not yet subgribed,
we say, send on your orders; you will find a very
pleasing visitant in Wirson’s EXPERIMENT.

It was lately decided in an English
court that the absence of a married man
from his wife for four years im America,
made his wife a widow.

For the Experiment.
Sotution to the Mathematical Question proposed
in the Experiment for October, 1317 :—

1Put x - the greater part

||2i& y - the %chcr do.,'

Sithen willx-31y

4 x -71125-257 5 hythe Q.
x

7 x
4th cleared of Fre3x2~25 y 2

5th root uxtracted ‘ti'x-:')-y

6th & 3d compound 755 y < 31 - y

7th transposed !8]6 y-34

8th: by 6 {97 = 345 - the lesser part,

v 6 23
‘ !and 33-5-28 - the grtr do.
2-31-3

Then 281-3:52-3~5 « the greater quotient;
and 5 2-3: 28 1-3 ~ 1-5 = the lesser quotient, which
% 25 ~ 5—thus fulfilling the conditions of the ques-

tion.,
J. W,
M—% W—ds, Nov., 1817.

ALMANACS FOR 1848,

Just Published, and now for sale, the
Coyuoxn Aumaxac for 1848, containing
besides the Astronomical Calculations,u
List ofall dutiablearticles imported into
the Canadas, with the rate per cent on
cacl.

Merchants and-others will be supplied
at very low prices by the quaatity.

JOSEPII WILSON, Publisher.

Troxt StReeT, Belleville.

BOOKS FOR THE HOLIDAYS;

JAnd prices adapted fo the hardness of the limes.
THE following highly interesting and Leautifut
bound Books for Holiday Presents, may be found
at the Book Store of the Subscriber, at the unpre~
cedented low prices annexed to cach volume :—

SD
‘The Boudoir, Splendid Steel Engravings, 176
The Hyacinth, do, o, | 76
‘The Me.nentn, or Friendship’s Offering, 76
The Life of Christ, elegantly bound, 76
Flora’s Lexicon, llustrated, 63
Lady of the Lake, bcauurull‘{ Embossed, 40
Howit’s Pocmis, 0.y 40
Book of Pleasure, do., 40
Norton’s Poems, do., 40
P'octry of the Sentiments,  do., 40
‘Fhompsonts Scasons, do., 40
Latla Reokh, do,, Mo
Rognrs’ Pocius, do,, 10
Elliott’s Poctns, do., 40
Book of Nursesy Rhymes, gilt binding, and
Iusteated, 46
Nursery l{h{mcs, do., 33
Days of Doyliood, do., 24
Rupert Cabell, do., 24
Deparied Sister, do., 23
Parley’s Gint for a goad child do., 2
Parley’s Short Stories, do. 2
9

l’arlci:‘s Tule of the Revolut. do:,,

‘The Flower Basket, Q
‘The young Christian encouraged, do.,
Rhaoda, do.,
Light 1earted Girl, do.,
Burial of the first born, do.,
The Candinal Flower, do.,
‘Transplanted Flowers, do.,
Henry Langilon, do.,
Ehza, do.,
The Lost Lamb, do.,
Broad Grius, do.,

Thouuhts among Flowers,
The Sacred Gift,
Christian Ornaments,
Ezickel’s Vision,
‘Temperance “T'oken,

‘The Hare Bell,

The Snow Drop,

Is it Well,

Birth Day Gift,

Al the ahove Baoks are elegantly bound, and.
inevery way fitted for the centre table ; and many
others of a more Juvenile class, clegantly bound
and IHustrated, at Is. cach.

JOSEPH WILSON, Publisher.
Front §t., Belleville.
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TIIE NIGIITINGALE.

_Buffon in his natural history of this
bird says in eloguent language, ¢ When
this Coryphacus of the spring prepares
to sing the hymn of nature, he begins
with a prelude, and feeble, almost un-
decided tone as though he wished to
try his instrument, and interest the Jist=
ner. But guining confidence, he grad-
ually becomes warm and animated, and
displays in their fullness all the resour-
ces of his incomparable organ ; brillinnt
throat-noats; light and lively trills; vol-
leys of music, in which the precision
cquals the volubility ; subdued interior
murmers, scarcely appreciable on the
car, but well adapted to st off the bril-
liance of appreciable tones; sudden rou~
lades, rapid and sparkiing, articulated
with the power and severity of perfect
good taste ; plaintive accents, eadenced
with languor ; sonnds poured out with-
out enchanting and penetrating sighs of”
love and voluptuousness, which issuing
apparently from the -heart, make every
heart palpitate, and excitein all en-
dowed with sensation the most soothing:
emotions and delicious languor.”

In juxtaposition with the French phil~
osopher’s prose we may place the verse
of the Dutch poet, Loots,whosays enthu-
siastically—

tSoul of living music ! teach me,
Teach me, floating thus along ¢

Love-sick warbler! come and reack me,,
With the secrets of thy song.

Hosw thy heak, so sweetly trembling,
On one note long-lingering trics—

©Or a thousand tones assembling,
*"wurs the rush of harmonivs.

Or—when rising shrill and shriller—
Other music dies away.

Other songs grow still and stiller—
Songster of the night and day ;

Till—all sunk to silence round theew.
Nota whisper—not 2 word—

Nota leaf-fall to confound thee—
Breathless all—thou only heard

Tell me-~thou who failest never,
Miustrel of the songs of spring !

Did the world sce cver,

When thy voice forgot to sing 1 .



