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Cervantes' -supnenie hope m*as to arouse the slumbering spirit
of his cmuntry w'hich .8oo vears of bondage hiad alliost crushc-d, and
to convince bier tuit that spirit -was highi and nobic anîd that lier mis-
sion in thc -worlcl %vas a gyreat oie. This lie nicant to do 1»' bis
(lrafiiatic wrtng.le found< the S1pai'isli stage iii a very, low%% state.,
uts chicf feature being the Spanish dance, a -wonderful thing in itself
b)ut flot vers' inspiring. laking it as lic found it, lie SOOfl trans-
fornîccl it mbt a grcat romiantic stage worthy to be comiparcd to that
of England's althoughi more limitcd. Thus lie becamie the creator
cof tl'e Spzinish stage and succeedcd at the sanie iinie, iii awakening-
tbe enîlîusiasmn of lus couintrynien and inspiring thtm -with the cour-
.1ge 10 rid îhem.sclves of the last or thecir M\ýoorishi oppressors. Somec
y'ears later this wvas finally accomiplished and tic fetters wcere struck
fromn 2o,ooo, captives in Africa:î prisons, but the credit is dlue
clîieflv Io Cervantes, and his stirring (Iranias. The clizrrni for us iii
Iie.se plavs is iuat: the w-ritcr brings in bis own story'. In tlîis lie dif-
fers froin lus rcniownied contenîporarv, Shlakespeare, w'hose imper-
soniality -,vas so reîîîarkCable. But Cervantes does not parade ; he.
simply appeals Io flic feelings of bis audience and sccks to give a di-
rect lesson. Ini lus "Tricaty cf ,\lgiers" lie niakzes onc plaver sav:
"I1 have been a soldier miany ycars ; 1 have been iii captivity for five
vears, and onue tlîiig 1 have lcarîed-to lie patient in adversitv."

Cervantes' favorite -,vork- mu's a pastoral, caing Galatea wvhichi
wvas dedmcated to the future Senors Cervantes, and at wvlîiclî lie labor.-
cd lovinglv for many years. It mr'as begun at Lisbon -shortly beforc
bis Iîîrr'ice 'hiclb tookz pl1ace whcn lie ,vas -7, but wvas neyer cciii-
plete(l; onlv? si\ books (a iinere fragment) ex-er lîavinîg been publisied.
Tlîe busx' world today lias no leisuire for such ''linked swetncess
long5dr.iwn-i out'' but Galatea lias nmany beauties and Nvas w'rittcniiin
flie sty'le iii favor, at thie timie. Tlîe attor alwavs lîeld luopes of
secing- it finisbied anîd often spokze tenderly of it. l'le w'vifc of Cer-
vantes brouglit hini no fortune. She coulci boast no riches >ave
the po.ssessi on of Spain's Mute blood, a beautiful cluaracter and a
Nvondcrful string of namres. Slîe va*s Donna Catalina (le Pala,.ns
y Salaz.ar v Vozandiano ! Thicir married hife Nvas liatlietie ini ils

poverty. Literature (lid not pay tlien as it docs now andl $40 Nvas.
tlîc price received for one play and so, altlîoughîi Cervanites wrote
sonme fliirty or forts', luis incoie -,vis iiot#large-. ,\nd besides tlîere
appeare(l iii ile dr-uîîîatic firti-amiient at the tinie a briglit particular
star ii thie person of ILope (le Vega ,vlio hiecamie tlîe greatest of
spzîuislî dranîatists, and Cervantes wisely saw~ tluat lie lîad liciter


