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or tliat a change oughit ta be made by substituting a mure
camnion term, nîcaning the first day ai the 'veek-of heathen
arigin a lielping laand is needcd ta day ta preserve tbe weeki>
day ai rest, and appeals are being made ta la'v-maikers, based
tpon the word ai Gad, for this very purpase, and how mucb
mare farcible wotld support fram Scripturally named institutions
be 1 These feeble tboughts on this important subject is eub-
înitted in ail kindness ta stiîdents af the Bible, nearly ail af
whaan wvouid like ta sec the day ai rcst preserved becatîse if
t' lat ay was tain away th churh and scb:ol woid suffer.

Misionwor isnotthesentimental, bamantic tbang whicb
it miay once have secmned ta those who lookcd upon it from
afar, or even ta tbose ta ivhom it came as a matter ai personai
experience. If 1, an tie con trary, intenscly practical, touch-
ang lafe on every side through the Church and the world.
Ff ence t cails for must careful thought and study, bath for
tiiose reanng at home and ta a certain extent directîng
the maivements af those wha go forth under ts auspices, and
a2y the latter class ani the salemn respansibîlitaes which they
assuine.

And flot the lcast seraous or important oi the many ques-
tiun-, which present thcmrselves for attention as that ai mar-
ri.age as connectcd %vith mission work. lit demands af us
<alm, unbaaissed, prayerful consaderation, an order that we may
,o treat at and sa tise it tbat aur Master may be hanoured
;id liis laithiui servants strengthened by aur words.

The topic davades tselfianto twa distinct parts, ane re-
i ating ta the marriage ai mîssaonarîes before they go ta thicr
friends, the ather ta the marra ige ai tiiose who enter upon
taîcr work as sangle women, and ta whoîn the suggestion of

a ilarriage cames afterwards.
lt.as an aId, much-dascussed question whether t as better

loi nissionarmes ta go out înarraed or unnarried, and strang ar-
j >unents can be brougbt on bath sacles. On the mare general

NUiject, a certain great Apostie wrate sanie beautaful, wise
~tords Ltorc than t,.bou years ago, belaevang that he "haod the
.pirit ai God ta guide laun, abeat hie tond -na command-
menCft front the Lord* a n the subject ; nar can t be by acci-
ient tîtat those %vise words stand an aur Bible ta-day.

lBat it is not needfui hiere ta examine at length arguments
oin cther sicle. Under the present conditions ai aur women's
vrk wvc have simply wo amagine the result ai anly unmarried

j inen and wonien going ta mission stations, ta canvince our-
, elves that there s '«a more excellent way.» A large force ai
ý,angle men and another large farce af sangle wamen workaing
.là the saine or closely-connected missian fieds, would exhabat
.1 remarkable and unpieasang spectacle ta aur Protestant
eyes ;accustomed as they are ta look upon such arrange-
iaacnas as belangang ta the praests and rouns ai the Romîsh
t-hurch. la sucîitran atmaspbere, no swect hot-e laie would
eýer be set belore the people amnong whomn these celibates

l<ilve. The beauty af motherboad, forever biessed by
ilie labe af Bfethlehem ; the sacred lave af husboand and
%aie, haliowed ne.\pressably by beang used ta symbolize the
iuve ai Christ and Hîs Chuirchi ; the famly altar i the chaîdren
given ta t,od and traaneu ror Hai iran thear brth ; the quiet,
uiderly Christian household-ali thas would be hîdden fron
te eyes ta wvhich t migbt be a constant, strakang abject les-

son.
WVe need ta think very tenderly ai missionary %vaves and

nthers. They are by no mens drones as regards active
nork.in sthoais or zenanas, some of them havang a grand record
In that line an aur annutai report, and athers doang genuane,
iseiml wvrk which as not thus recorded. And even where such
.mctity s nat permitted them, their inluence as an many ways
nast poweriul. The haines ai whach they are the light and

laie are not only Il peaceful habitations"~ for the hard-wvorked
husbands, and " quiet restîng places for ather weary 'vork-
ers, but aten centres ai blessang ta a wade crdle comang waîh-
an thear reaçh. A missaonary aithe A. B. C. F. M. says that
* t s these missaonary wves who bave made if passible for
unmarried ladies ta ga and live and work amang the people ai
Eastern lands."

To yota, therefare, who are sustaanaag married mssianaries
an thear wark an foreagn lands is given a most important sphere
for tbaugbr and prayer and sympathy. Do not fail ta give
these ta thernian large measure, and do not expect ironi thern
more than, or as mucb as, you wauld ask frani Christian %vives
and mothers ait home, in the way ai active labour outside af
their awn housebalds."

Wth regard ta thas part ai the subject, however, another
word must here besaad. N ýot ail the wiveso ai mssianaries are
true missaanary wives. There are thase who ga out, desaring
to have t understood that they accompaoy their busbands a
any good wîves wvuuld do, wtb no intention ai being mission-
aries theniselves. S.une ai these are constraaned by the love
of Christ and souls ta became devoted labourers ater t'ney
have been on mission ground for a short taome, while a fcw
succeed ta a great degree an maintaaning their original attitude
towards mission work.

There aie also those-not sa many as there once wcre, we
tiunk-wha go ta mission fields as married wvomen wth an
tanest purpose ta be true missionaries, but with very inade-
4tiate qualification for such wvork,; wbcreas t would seeni as
i they, quite as much as single women, need speciai equip-
ment, physical and spiritual, if nar mental. Maity a strong
and vaiuable missianary bas been obliged tai leave hois field
lu bring home a wîfe, whose condition ai bealth befare gaing
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slîould have prahibited ber ever being sent to the mission
ground.

borne îndeed have gone out "îitb fair prospects of health,
and have broken down tinder the strain of work or the influ-
ences of climate, and in rcturning home they must cause their
husbands also ta abandon tlicir work. God may sometimes
deal with those who would gladly serve Hini long and tycli
in heatlien lands, and we shauld cheer their sad hearts .-th

rttmost tenderness, while we share thecir disappointment. Ail
that we urge as flint a %vamen thinking ai going ta a fareign
mission field as a wife sbouid carefuily and conscientiously
consider ber fitncss for missionarv service as weii as wifebaod,
that she miay hclp and not hinder her busband in bis lueé work.

After ail, bawever, the second part ai this subject is the
most important one ta us, and truly thcrc is scarcely any theme
which is just now ai greater practical interest in aur women's
wark. If bas become such a carnîon thing for the young
women who go r.ît ta mission ground single ta marry in the
course of a year ar twa, that we havc beguai ta speak of thase
who rernain single as remnarkable andi praiseworthy exceptions,
and nt the same tinie to wander how the necessar sunpiy ai
single workers is first ta bc obtained and tben to bc main-
tained. It seems wise and timeiy, therefore, ta look careiuliy
at the matter, and if passible sec what is reasonably due to
the work, ta the societi q at home, and tai the individusals most
nearly concernied.

W'e have aiready sbown that we bave no protest ta make
agiinst missionary marriages in gencral or in particular, be
lieing, as wc do, that God bas ordained this state far missian
atries as for others, Nor wauid we for a moment maintain that
n no case shouid a lady gaing out single, marry upan the

field. There bave been many instances, flot anly of very
happy unions, but aiso ai great gain ta the mission work from
marriages arnang those laborirng together in the saine or
even in différent fields. Having freely admitted ali this, we
must yet take strang graund an tbis wboie question. A single
womnan is usuaily sent out ta do a specifi- work, sucb as cani
anly be done by single womnen Fitted by previaus training,
seiected because ai that fitness, animated by zeal and by a
strong purpose ta give herseif whoiiy ta the work assigned her,
sbe goes tai ber field, iollowed by the earnest prayers and warm
sympathies not only ai bier immediate personai iriends, but
aiso of -a large circle of people who are interested in the wark
wçl'cb she bas undertaken ta da.

She is lonely, espccially after tbe first oitburst of enthusi-
astic welcome froin the missionarv circie is over, and she set-
ties down tai ber new lufe. But was nat loneiiness included in
the Ilcost "bat wicb she bas left country and friends, and
wbicb she surely must bave Ilcounted " before she offered ber-
self for this service « A home bas been arranged for ber in
some missinnary iam;ly, unless she is one ai twa ladies wbho
wil make a haine for tbemselveç Her work ;s now before
ber, ater Mn interval necessary far study ai language, observa-
tion of the people, insight into the accepted metbods ai teacb-
ing, etc, and it is a waork tai fil beart and heail and bands for
as long a lufe as God may grant ber.

Befare many mnonths or it may be before many 'veeks, there
cornes ta ber wbat carnes ta nearly every girl sonner or later,
wvhat may aiready have came ta ber before she leit tbe home-
land an aiTer of marriage, perhaps irom a fellow-Iabourer,
perbaps firnm same anc quite outside ai mission work \Vbat
shahl she <l' Is she free ta answer as is anv girl in ber home
in Amierica, who is under no obligation except ta foilow the
dictates af ber own heart in tbe fear ai God ý

It is a difficult matter ta advise any one under sucb circum
stances , nevertbeless, supposing the question ta have been
asked let us try ta answer t. \Ve do not say that she sbould
turn aitogether and always from ail sucb proposais. We do
say tbat she sbould remember the solema obligations, some
ai tbem spoken, otbers implied, under wvhich she bas gone ta
ber field. She went out ta da a certain specified work wbicb
awaited ber comning. Is sbe under na bonds ta perform that
work for a time, at ieast long enougb ta mieet the expectations
and relieve the afixieties ai those wbo sent ber out ? Has sbe
a right at once ta make a vacancy, wben the workers at home
bave only just at great effort and at no smail expense commis-
sioned ber taoi ll the anc that existcd ! Greater usefulness,
wider appartunities, happier surraundings a more assured
position, these daubtless are presented as motives for the
change, but tbey are not in question now. Going out for a
certain, dermnite îvork, appaintedl thereto at ber otvn deliberate
request, she awes lierseli at least for a terrn ai years ta that
work. Does she flot ?

It needs no argument ta prove that the service ta wbich
single women are assigned in foreign mission fields k aone
whicb wives afi missionaries are usually unable ta perform. Jt
as a definite wark, fram vich tbey turn when tbey marry ta
an entirely different sphere af labour , and the change is aten
made witb the briefest notice ta those by whom they are sent
aut. is it strange if, wben these tidings came home, tbey
brîng a sense ai discouragement and ai wonder thant tbe strong,
bigh purpase ai sacrifice and service bas been s0 soan sur-
rendered, and the lueé turned into a difierent channel ? One
commissioned, equipped and sent out an tbe terms abovt
specafied, wauld seem ta be under a certain cantract, bouud by
certain obligations, ta fulfil a certain duty and by no persuas-
ions ta be turned from tbat duty until the commtrat is fulfilled
and the obligations discbarged. Airer this is done,zbe i ree
ta do as she wili with bersef and ber lufe.

This is an earnest word which we would speak ta aur young
women. Witb regard ta such as bave already married soan
aiter reacbing their fields, wbile we certainly regret their loss

as single women in the specii work wbîch wve had haped îlîey
would do, we still bold tbem dear as our missionaries when
they continue to belong ta us, and fromt aur bearts we %visb
theni great bappiness and useiulness an the new sptiere wbich
they have chosen. We say, God bless them, wit truc, toving
sincerity.

But ta those sangle waomen wbo bave lately gane otît, antd
ta tbose who will be sent in the future, we appeai, asking thenit
ta consader the subject as t lias been set forth an titis paper.
WVe would put none anta any kand ai bandage or tnder restraînt,
yet we tvould deepen and strengten and sanctiv the feeling
ai obligation, untîl t becanie a power mîgltty enaugh ta resist
any forat ai persuasion ta assume other duties untîl the plcdged
ones are performed. We cannai avoid conviction that a mar-
niage cntered antoafater this obligation is dascharged, wali be
more truly blesseci ai God than anec whicb prevents this dis-
charge.

We are asking no more 1han as demanded ai many a o
mani at home, wherc some strang tie ai reiationship anvaiving
a duty, consîraias ber ta bid ber lover wait tinti thtat tie ab
loosened. Nar as tîte waiting tiane always a iass i the love be
truc and deep. On the cantrary, t wauld aiten be far better
for aur youing massaonarîes ta defer marriage untîl fulier i.
quaintance bas srrcngthened and proved the new love, an the
meantime going steadiastly on wit the work whach they ivent
out ta do. We wvisb ta make it very clear that in al wbich has
been said there as no intention to cast biame upon any one ai
those wha may seeni already ta (,oone under the onditiaons
spe-ified, or * upon any one wshou ould an fututre be aaduced tg,
do the very rlaang whach wc depreciate.

This matter as toa dehcate, tooa complit.ited, aye, tao sac-
red, ta be toaîcbed othervase than most carelly and gently
by those indirectly concerned, as it surely sbouid also be
prayerftiliy anti dchabratelv consadered by those immledgately
affected. Ail that we desare as ta Iead ta a mare thoraugli
undersîandang between sangle wvomen abotut ta go ta a toreagin
mission field and their advisers an the anc part, and those
responsible for sending them an the other part, as ta the ahiiga.
lions assumed.

And aur earnest prayer as tîtat Goti vill send ta tas in these
ý.oming vears nianv women, strong on body, well-trained an
mind, filled with a high and holy zeal, and clothed with an
indomitable purpose, %who shall 'a<go for tas'* ta the %nrk whicht
sa mrgently cails and dlaims theni.

TII EN AIV NO W

IMR. EDITrOR.- The Waidenses intend ta celebrate this.
year, an several ways, " the gloriaus return *(La G/oticn.m,-
Reniree) ai their foreiatbers to their valîcys in i689. The
following was appointed ta be anc ai themi. No doubt, it 4
being carried aut while I am ivriîing these lanes.

The samc number, about 900, was ta set out iram the sanie
point in Switzerland, at the samne time, the naght ai Augmtst
j6, and ta go aver the very road caver which thear forefathers
wvent rwo hundred years ago, visiîing every place whach the
latter did, and staying a short time, or al night, just as they
did. Of course, the journey thas year will take the sanie tue-,
tmelve days,. that t did an 1689. It is ta be hoped that they
are having fine weather. Thear forefathers had a great deal
ai wet durine their jaurney. Thear chaîdren who arc now, lit-
erally, waiking in their fooatsteps, do flot need ta go 'aOnavard,
marching as for war."l They have no Dtake ai Savoy against
theni. King Humbert, the representative ai the House ai
Savoy, though nar a religiaus man, lately gave the Waldenses
a handsonie git as a token ai his sympathy wvth theni unith..,
joyaus occasion. They have a noble record.

Thear boast is not that tbey deduce thear baîîh
Fruma loins enthroned, and l iers ,J. the earth
But higher far their traud pretensions rise-
Chaîdren ai parents passed it the skies.

F.INfThe Dmakz aiSavoy 'vlo
LV% E S opposed "athe noble niate

hundred" Il uring their re-
turfi journey, sought their
help when Louis NI V., wbo
set him against them, turn-
cd against bum He was
not disappointed. They
were "ready, aye ready,"
to do and ta suffer for their
king, in whatever %vas right.

Dr. Gray, ai Rame, told me that be, with oather evangelicat
ministers, among whom were sanie Waldenses, once waited
on King Humbert. Mis majesty did flot know mucb about
the other churches then represented- But when be came ta
the WValdenses, he smled, and said that he had aften beard
ai their Churcb. May the Walienses ever walk worthy ai
their nioble ancestry. A French proverb truly'says, Noblesse
oblig'e nobility lays its passessor under obligations).

Along sith this 1 send you a cut af the chief device ai this
aid witness far the truth. X'au may be willing to deck
your paper witbh in honour ai the occasion. For ages the
Waldensian Cburcb stood by itself, "~a light sbining in a dark
place." There is anather device ai this Cburcb, but it is not
the official anc. It riapresents a lily among tharns Itç motta
is, IlEmrergo"I (I risc up out ai).

The article on the glorious rcturn, republished in the PRg--
IJYTERIAN ai August 2t, is frarn the pen ai the Rev. D. K.
Gutbrie, the Free Cburcb minister ai Libertan, near Edin
burgh, a son ai the late Dr. Guthrie.

Eider-s Mil/s, Ont., .4ug. 22, 1889. T. F.


