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7*HfE NE IV MlODERA TOR'S op£ENiNo

SPEEÉCH.

13V KNOXONIAN.

A day or two beflore Parlinnient meets tise leading
journals usually publish the substance of the Gaver.
aor's opening speech. The mialter is obtaineti frein
seine offliciaI, andi thc papers, wiîhout giving tlîa exact
ivortis, tell tiseir readars whint lais Excellcnry may ho
expecteti te say. lî is not se easy te get the openiung
speech of a Matierator of tIsa General Asscmibly
The principal dificulty is that yeu neyer know wvho
the new bfodtrator may be. Perhaps three or four
gentlemen are preparing impromptu speeches ait the
prescrnt moment. Impromptu speeches arc soine-
-hies careiully prepareti. Iftyou diti apply to any of
these prospective Moderators perhaps lie wauld net
give you bis points. Ha might stand on hais dignily
andi say hae iti not care anythîng about t le nettspa-
pers. Men have been known ta talk in chat isigh.
toned way and then search aIl over the paper for
a report of their speeches aext moerning before tlîey
gel out af ied. WVe can only guess ait the opening
address cf the comiag Moderator. Perisaps semae of
the secular parts of bais effort may rua something
like thir,:

FATHURS- AND BRETIIREN;,-l thank Veu niast
@ heartily for the hnnour conferred upen nie ini appoint-

iag me ta Ibis hîgis position. The honour is as unex-
pecteti as it is undeserved. Your reasons for confer-
ring this honaur are as inscrutable ta nie as the rea-
sons for making somne mcn Doctors in Divinity. 1
hope te bc able ta discharge the duties of my high
position witb semae degrea of efflcieacy. WVhite 1
may not. ho able ta preside wilh tise dignity, urbanity
andi tatdt ai several of my predecessors, il is consolîng
for me ta knosv that 1 cannaI do mutch worse than
sorte of the others. 1 crave your indulgence, and
may po3sibly neeti it several limes hefore Ibis meet-
ing is over.

FATHERS AN» BRIETI[REN,-YOU mleet on historic
ground. Halifax is an olti city. Semae ai you love
the oIt, especially aId sermons. X'our lîking for tise
ancient zaay be fully gratified in Ibis hsistoria:c dl. It
iveult be bail taiste to introduce innovations in thîs
ancient capital, anti therefore 1 may canfideaîly ex-
press tise hope that tl'à Assembly viii nlot be troubleti
witb sucis innovations as terni service for the altiers
and other matters of that kind.

B3e kinti enougi to remember that the Nova Sco-
tians are a people notati for bratins. Owîing to their
lista dicî, or seine other cause, tbey produce more
distiaguisacti mea te tIse square naile than any other
Province in the Dominion. As you are asseminhet
among a people noted for brain power it Is te be
hoped thait the Assembly will nul show any canspîcu-
eus lack af tîtat useful power. Mental iinbecility a
nat attractive in aay place, but it is particularly un-
levely in a ciîy like Halifax. If thera are any coin-
niaissioners prescrit whose upper story is flot fur-
iiiset fairly i.. 1l, they ivili please flot make thetis-
selves too pramniacat until we gel safcly out osf Halifax.

'Be kiad enough ta remember toa that Halifax is thse
home of Canadian oratory. Young, Jobnston, Je
Howe and etiser mighty men thandercti in the old par.
liamexit buildings a few yards (rom thse spcst 'vere
yeU noiv sit. If you think Halifax people don't know
good aratory yon tion't kaow Halifax. Nova Scotia
bias produceti marc genuine uratory thari any pro-
vitice in the Dominion. It will be nccessary then
for thosa who spaaik rit ouzr popular evening meetings
to speak well. fi they don't Presbytcrianism may
suifer.

I hope tisat the clerical memibers of the Assembiy
did nlot forget te put a few ai their best sermons in
their carpet bags. Thse Halifax people expect geati
preaching next Sabbath, the vcry hast tise Cisurch
can gave. They have a perfect right ta expect preach-
iisg cf a hîgh ortiar. They are a warm-heaaîed, gen-
erous people. They entertain the Asscmbly well, «anti
the Icast the Assembly should do is gave tbcm gooti
foodi next Sabbath. 1 hape thc committee of ar-
rangements will sec that Our iivelicst prcar-bers are
put ia Use Mcîisodist pulpîits. 'Mc:bodist people lbink
Presbyterian preachers are. duil, slow, hcavy men.
Put prc.'chers in ail the Mcîetdist pulpîts tisat will
d7ust the cusidoans, watbc up thse amçn çorzler, andl

stir Up tlîings gancrally. Tîsat la the best way ta
mankatie àtethodists tespect us.

If the Asseîably iniends to senti down any (lues.
tiens te Session% lexl year asking hîoî our niembers
and office.bearcrs vote on tIsa Scott Act or aay simi.
lar Iaw, it miglît bc wveli te devisa saine simple atal in-
expensiva plan for iîîdîng out how people mark
their ballots. Votîng is secret in titis country, anti it
is very dîfficuit for a Session te know liow ilicir peo-
ple vote

Il thea Asscmtbly in its tvisdom shouiti sea proper
to recamîlsenti or enjoîn our people te vote mn favour
cf spcîillcigîsiatlon 'CE any kinti, it rniglit ba weil
ta devise soine plan by which thiscr action iniglit bc
enferced. Prasbyterîann electors have a paînful habit
ai voting as thay sec preper. To. counteract tîjis
habit it înay ha neccessary for the Assemhly te adopt
new mecasures.

FATHJERS AND BRLTIIREN,-1 taope ample tinme
will be gîven ta the discussion ai suds important
subjects as Home Missions, Fereign Missions, tce
State of Religion anti Theological Education. It
deeply grieves the best people in the Church Io sec
precinus time frittareti away on smali miaîters that
miglit bc givea te tliesa vital subjects.

In selcctîng a place for next meeting of Assembly
try ta choose anc flot more tisan 2,ooo miles distant
from aay ai the niensiers.

A4 TRIP 70 THE P'A CIFIC.
CIIICAGO.-ITS CuîutCuES, M INIS-rERS AND) SAIS-

BATHI SCIIOOLS.

As travelling is aowv about as pleasauit as il is pos.
sible to niake it, wve undertake-journeys îvhich a few
years ago wvoulti have seamei ipossible tu complcte
in any reasonable lime or at aîsy motierate expense.
Tisere are no doubt maay, bath in the Olti Country
ant in the Lower Provinces, if flot in aur ewan Pro-
vince of Ontario, who arc turning theit: cyes, anti pro-
bably in thousancis of cases their stepa aIse, towarti
the Pacific cuist, anti this for many reasons. Sorte
te get better health, some te inake more mortey,, anti
others again to sec as mauch of tise worlti as passible.
WVhat formerly requireti moalhs te accompîisb can
now be completeti in as many wecks if nlot days.

Lcaving Toronte aI nain e reacheti Chicago next
morniisg, wviere %ve speat Suntiay, wbicb is a gooti
place te sîrike on that day, for notwithstanding the
fact that Chicago is a fast city, andt the Sabbaîh dis-
regardet in maay ways, stili thi±re is every opportu.
nîty for spending a plaasaat anti profitable Suaday.
If thîs immense city aboundis with saloons, theacres
anti other places cf amuseaient, znany of wvhich are
open on Sunday, it aise abeuntis with chai-ches, Sun-
day schools, yaung men's associations, temrperance
societies and the like. s0 tisat aIl varieties of tasta can
bc gratifleti.

In thse promîinent hotels there are large cards which
gave tise namnes of the varions churches, minîsters,
bours of worsisip anti directions hiso to reaich the
ane seîected, a plan which migbt ba followed by
smalicr chlies with ativantag.

I fonati my way te tht Third Preshyterian Churcis,
fosmerly supplied hy the Rev. Dr. Ikittndtga, aow ai
Newi York, ant nder wvhose ministry thse congregation
prospereti anti grew tu ha a power in Chicago. Tise
prescrit paster is the Rev. Dr. WVithrow, late ai Bos-
ton, wîmb wvhose namne maay in Toronto will be friai-
tiar. Dr. WVîthroiv was settled in tais present charge
about a year age, anti se far woulti seem ta be fiIling
ta the utmost the expectations formei ef lais powver
-as a preaciser anti bis administrative ability as tise
heati ofa large anti influential co.igregation.

i wvas Easter Suaday, anti, judging frcm appear-
rinces, tise congregation anti the preacher " dîi flot
forget itY" The pulpit anti platfori 'vera claboraîcîy
decked %villa the Chocicest flawers, the audience sucb
as woulti inspira A much tuIler preaciser tisan Dr.
Witbra'v.

The servIles were te commence at isalf-past tan.
but for ai bout befote that tisa strangers' seats at the
bac. enti of tisa ciurch wetc being occupîcti. Those
compnising ibis portion cf the congregation are net
shown tu seats until after tise introductory exercises,
anti the staleti congragation hava taken their accus-
tomati places. Tha Dector appeareti in splendid.
form. He is fully up ta middtla lift-anti aver the
average heigist, witis well-arrangcti gray hait, tiresseti
in. gown an&i bmts, and howre these outwarti

ilecorations may bc disregarded gecerally by Ameri.
cans thcy tend a quiet andi Iacrcascd dignity to Christ's
anibassador.

The text was tise last clause of tha igtlî verse or
Mfatthew xx, " Andi thi. tisird day He shali rise ngain."

rhe discourse was in every way worthy of Dr.
WVitlîrowv's higis reputation as a Gospel parcachcr, andi
held the rapt attention of an overfIcufving audience.
The points specially dwelt upon wcrc (a) lie rose as
Hc saiti He-vlatol ; (2) H-e rose under sdch cir.
cuimstanccs as He said ; (.1) He rose in such a wnay
as te show 1-is people that they will rise. The ser-
mon throughout was a splendid vindication or the
thîngs most surely believeti among us, and ticait sorne
crushing bloivs te sceptirs and agnostics, and wound
up with a scathing refcrcnce te the "broken.down
prophets of the past and precrint Ige," thars whain
thc cloquent speaker siid Il thcre wcere no classes or
men deserving of less respect."> At the concluÉ!on lie
made a pleasing reference to the church decarations,
and made the miodest request that tivelve ladie$ of thec
cangregation undertake to put flower-pots on the plat
feam every Sunday for one month earh, which wvould
*cover the wlîolc ycar. No doubt the Doctor's request
will be coînplied with. Ttlany af our -pIlph&s and
platfarms in Canadian churchcý coulti be' relieveti or
their duil and dingy appearance by a little attention
of this kini froin the ladies of the cangregation.

In the evcning a Sabbath school s&vice wvas held,
whea the church wvas again crowded, and, as an.
nounced by the pastor, there %vere ;z50o preserit by
actual cotant.

The services hadl reference te the ceatenary of
Prcsbyteriaaism helti ini May in Philadelphia. They
wvere conducted by children betwecn the ages of
seven and îwelvc, andi coasisteti of sangs, recitations
and raadings, and were highly creditable ta thc yaung
folks, who gave evidanca of a trairning and culture
tily reînarkable and worthy of imitation. At that
time it wvas proposeti to raise a fund Of $3,500 ta as-
sist a weak, andi struggling Church ia a section osf the
city flot far from the place where their own church
stands. It is but right and proper that missionary
work shoulti net ranly begin at home, but bc strengli.
ened when necaessary.

One feature of this childrcn's service was the aller.
ings, v ,'ich shoulti never ba despised. Twenty bons
whose ages ran from twelve te sixteca, rnarched down
the aisie two ant wo andi took up their ltnte baskets
for the collection, andi returneti in thc samne order,
each having a rose in lits button-hiole, and leit bis
basket ai the plat form.

Everything wvas arrangeti wîth consummaate ability
anti furnisheti a good spc:men of commercial union
anti that tuo after tIse niost orthodox fashion.

Dr. WVthrow watt be a dccided gain te Chicago, but
whnt shail we say cf the city and congregation who
have lest hais services?

Boston is flooded andi paralyzeti %vitb Universalisus
and Arianisin, and se poivertul had thi nfluence ot
Dr. Witbrov become that lits aId church ia Boston
was stylcd I rimstone Corner."

Chicago is spreatiing on aIl males, but just ait that
time business was dîzîl, owving te strikes on the van.
aur ralroatis, which have since been happily ar-
ranged, andi business bas resuimcd its assuai channels

jueiS. (To be cotiu-a.

A411AC THE ZNDI4NS.

The (ollowving letter te Dr. WVardropc from Rer
Hugli Mackay, Round Lak,-, will ba read with much
iflttrest

1 know you arc anxious ta have a word from Round
Lake, ant îo now somcthing about what Ive hart
been doing during thse past wiatcr. I îhink in a foi-
rier latter 1 have gîven vou a description cf our ner
buildings, andi of our apeaing. The buildings aie
large, and have been very confortable during the pas!
ivinter, antiwill easily accommodate aver flfty scholats.

1 have been making out Our report for thc quarlte
cnding March 31. XVe have had an average atten.
dance of iihîrty-seven. Tua lsealth of hechldreuhs
been good ; a lewv cases cf sickncss ta thse early part
of the terni, but under the skilful treatment of Mas
Jantés all have recovereti and are well. WVe have bad
four heurs ia the school zoom cackt day. Thse test 0!
the tinsa was occupieti by lise girls in kniîttng or sew.

Dg, also doiuîg bousewnrk, wAshing-, baking, coOkisnL.1


