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and Mt. Janies Fraser, frum Swoncwall Church. Rev, Mr,
Pitblado, as treasurer, handed in his repurt, which was re-
ceived, and Messrs, Cupiland and Polsun appumnted to
audit his accounts, Mo Fuogle and the Supenntendent
were re-appuinted o visu the Clearsprnings group of mission
stations,  Reve Mi. McTulane repurted hat he had carned
out Instructiuns in regand o a sessiun fur Meaduw Lea, and
that Messrs. John Siewant, Jas. Conmngham and Duncan
McDougall had been duly inducted chers there.  He was
appuinted Muderaios of Sessiun and snsirucied o dispense the
Lord's Supper there at ancadly dae. The Presbytery auth-
orized the Supenniendent to «{nwcmc the Lund's Supper at
Fort Willlanw and Fort Franus in conncetion with the visa
to these puints.  He was anstructed to mahe sach urganiza
tion as may be aecessary fur these fickds,  The Supennten-
dent repurted that he and My, Whimster had visited Head-
ingly group and dispensal the Luotd's Sapper at three of the
five stations thete.  The matter of arrears due by that group
was remitted to the Presbytery’s Home Mission Cummittee.
The supply of Headingly, Fort \ilham and Fort Tanas
was remitted to the Prestateny's Hume Mission Cumnuttee.
On motivn of Mr. Publade, seconded 1y Dodiur Bryce, the
Presbytery agreed to supply Dumitatun 3.., and Greenndge
during the winter by a stadent. The Moderator of the
Emerson Session was authorized to moderate ina call toa
minister at Emersun wheneser the sesston and cungregation
are ready to proceed. An applicativn frum Mr, James Scott,
of Morris, to be received by this Presbytery and employed
as a catechist, was recaved. The Presbytery aplmmtcd'
Principal King, Dr. Bryce and Mr. Gordon a conumittee to
confer with hum and repurt to the mecung in the mourning.
Dr. King repurted that the cummutice had counferred with
Mr. James Scott, that it s favourably impressed wuh his
character and qualifications ; but, befure coming to any formal
decision in the matter of lus recogniuun and employment, 1t
recommends that some appointments be given 1o Mr, Scott
within the bounds of Presbytery, with the view of testing his
efficiency, and that the Hume Mission Cummittee be in-
structed to make arrangements, of possitle, fur temporary
employment and report the result to the Presbytery. The
report, on motion of Rev. Mr. McKenzte, seconded by Mr.
Pringle, was received and adupted.  Mr. Bryden reported
that he had, in accordance with nstructicas of the Presby-
tery, visited Setkirk East and Clandeboye ; he had preached
twice in cach l)lacc; that at Selkitk East he had received a
cordial reception and had had a good attendance at his
services ; that he had fuund some thirteen famalies who
were willing to pay $200 per annum if they can be supplied
with ordinances ; that at Clandcboye he had found six or
seven familics who were anxious that services be given them ;
but that nothing has ever been done to ascertain their finan-
cial strength.  On motion of Prof. Bryce, duly scconded, it
was agreed that the report of Rev. Mr. Bryden be received
and adopted, his diligence commended, and that Selkirk
East and Clandebuye be recognized as preaching stations in
connection with Sc?kirk and Lirtle Britain.  The Preshytery
then heard Rev, M. McRenzie in reference tu the call ad
dressed to him frum Rat Purtage and Keewatn.  He stated
that he could not see his way to accept the call and accord
ingly he felt it his duty to decline the same. On motion of
Dr. Bryce, seconded by Mr. Pablado, the Presbytery re-
corded its regret that Mr. McKenzie had not been able to
se¢ his way to accept the call, and that it be now set aside
and the congregation notified accordingly that Mr. Mc
Kenzie be continued meantime in charfzc, and further, that
the supply of the congregation be referzed to the Home
Mission Committee Principal King submitted and read
his report from the committee on the formation of missision
ary associations within the bounds of the Preshytery as fol
lows : 1. That the session of each cangregation be instructed
to take early steps to form an association, where no such as-
sociation now cxists for the purpose of raising funds for the
Schemes of the Church. 2. That the office-bearers of the
association consist of a president, vice president and sccre:
tary-treasurer, with a number of directors, the members of
session to be ex jﬁiu'a directors. 3. That the congregation
be divided into districts, collectors appointed, whose duty
shall be to call on the members and adherents of the con
gregation at stated periods in citics, towns and villages once
a month, and in rural districts oace a quarter, intimation to
be made of the collectors’ visits from the pulpit.  In con-
gregations in which it is impracticable to secure stated visits
of collecturs the session shall provide the members and ad
herents with envelopes in which at least once cvery three
months the contributions of the people for the Schemes of
the Church should be made. 4. That an annual mecting of
the association he held, at which the moneys collected shall
be allocated to the various Schetncs, respect being had in
the altocation to the greatimportance which Home Mssions
and College Wark in this part of the Church should have.
5. That the severa! congregatinns should be asked 10 report
to the Presbytery their compliance with thesc instructions
on or Ubefore the first mecung of Preslytery in 1886,
The rcport, on motion of Mr  Pitbladn, was reccived
and adopled. A deputation from North  Plympton
appeared 'bchrc Presbytery, and submitted ** Resolutions
datapublic mecting heldinNazth Plymptonschool-house
in the interest of the Prestiytenian Churchot Canada.” There
compeared and were heard Messrs. Jas. Dodds, N. Mec-
Donald and Charles Hislope in support of the same. Sub-
scription lists were handed in from the stations interested,
amounting to $274.50 toward the support of a minister.
Afier discussion 1t was agreed to cite all the parties inter
ested to appear in their imterests at a mecting of Presbytery
to be held in Knox Church, Winnipeg, on \\'cdncsday, clo
ber7thnext, at3p.m. Prol. Han submittedandreadbis report
rom the committee on nomination of standing committecs,
which was amended, and as amended is as follows. Home
Missions—Rev. D. M. Gordon, Convenct ; Principal King,
Prof. Hadt, Prof Bryce. Mr. Pitblado, M. McLaren, Mr.
Whiaster and Mr. C. W, Copeland. Forcign Missions —
Prof. 1lan, Coavener, Di. Bryce, Messts. McFarlane, Hon,
Justice Taylor and N. Henderson. ~ State of Religion—~Rev.
Jas. Lawrence, Convencr, Revs Jas. Douglas, S. Polson,
D, Kin% and M:, James Thumpson. _Sabbath Schools -

Rew. J. Pringle, Convener ; Revs, W. D, Russell, M, Mc.

Kenzie, and Messts. E. Thompson and J. Sutherland. Sab-
bath Observance - Rev. Mr. McKenzle, Cunvener; Revs.
Pringle, J. Douglas and Hon, C. E. Hamilton,
inance and Siatistics— Dr. Bryce, Convenerd; Rev, Messrs.
Gurdun, Whimster and Mr. Copeland.  Temperance - Mt.
IZ. Thumypson, Convener ;and Res. Messts McFarlane, Herald
and Di. Agnew. Esamination of Stadents—Rev. Mr.
Gordut, wunvener, and Res. Messrs, Duyglas, McLarenand
Hon, | suce Taylur, Mr. Gurdon muved, and o was unani-
mouusly agreed to. 1. That fur the development of the
intellipaa Wiberality of the congregauuns within the buunds
of the I'resbytery, missiunary micetings be held v the con-
gregativns, 2. That for greater cunvenience in hulding said
.ectlings, congregativns and stativns be arranged in groups,
cach group to be visited and addresseld by a deputauon of
Presbytery. 3. That a programme of such meetings, with
deputatiuns appointed to address them, be prepared and
duly intimated to the congregations. That a committec,
consisting of Rev. Mzr. Pitbladu, Convener ; Rev. Messts.
Pringle, Gurdun and the Clerk, be appuinted to diaft such a
;l)rogmmme to be submitted at the adjuurned mecting of
Presbytery on October 7th. It was moved by M. Gurdun,
secunded Ly Mr. Copeland, and agreed to that ihe members
of Presbytery be instructed to use all diligence in secunng
contributions in aid of the Theological Department of Mani-
toba College and that the Clerk communicate this resolutiun
to each minister within the bounds. The auditurs reported
the treasurer’s accounts catefully and correctly kept.  This
was received and adopted. The Presbytery unammuusly
agreed to ask Rev. Mr. Pitbladotoaccept re-appointment,
which he did. The Presbytery then adjourned to meet in
Kuur Chuich, Winnipeg, un \Wednesday, October 7th, ai 3
p.m.— D, B. \WHIMSTER, Pres. Clerk.

HOME MISSION COMMITTEE. —( WESTERN
SECTION.)

The Exccutive of the Home Mission Commuttee will meet
within 5t. Andrew’s Church, Toronto, on Tuesday, October
13, at nine a.m.

The members are (with the Convencr) Drs. Campbell
and Lawng ; Messts. Macdonnell, Moodie and Warden, min.
isters, and Mr. Kilgour, elder.

The Sub-Committec on Augmentation of Stipends will
meet 10 the same place, on  Wednesday, October 14, at
half-past two p.m.

The mambers are, with the Convener (Rev. D, J. Mac.
donnell, B.D.), Drs. Campbell, Laing and Cochrane;
Messrs. A, B. Mackay, P. McF. Mcleod, Farnes and \War-
den, ministers 3 and Messts. Kidgour and Mautchell, elders.

Claims for Mission Work and Augmented Congregations,
for the six months ending Oct. 1 and all other papérs should
be 1n the hands of the Convener or Sceretary (Mr. \varden )
not later than 7th October.

Ministers, Probationers and Catechists desiring employ-
ment under the Home Mission Commuttee dunng the ensu-
ing winter, should send 1n thetr applications to the Convener
on ar before the 7th October. Wat. COLHRANE,

Brantford, Sept. 19, 1855. Convener, H. M, Com.

%a_bbatb School Teacher.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.,
Oue}  EUSHAATDOTHAN.  {=Komeic

Gorpen TexT.—** Fear not; for they that be with
us are more than than they that be with them.” -
2 Kings vi. 16.

INTRODUCTION.

In the last quarter we noticed nine miracles wrought by
Elisha. The next is recorded in the beginning of the chap.
ter. The suns of the prophets, finding their hume tuo small,
went to the Jordan to cut down timber to build a larger.
Aun axe flew off the handle into the water. Elisha threw a
stick into the water and caused the iron to swim, and it was
taken up by him from whom it had fallen.  This, like the
miracle of £ . ling the hundred prophets, shows how God's
grace extends to all parts of our life, and provides for every
want.  ** No gvod thing will He withhold from them that
diligently scek Him."” There is a noticcable difference be-
tween the miracles wrought by Elisha and Eliiah.  Thestill
small voice followed the wind, carthquake and tize.

EXPLANATORY.

The war with Syria was rencwed, and the Lord made at
an occasion of showing forth Iis glory.  He can make the
wrath of men to praisc Him.

I. Divine Foreknowledge.—The King of Syria de-
cided, in secret council, 10 send flying partics into the land
of Istacl in zder to surprise and easily overcome the people
and if possible get the King into his hands.

BHeawvare.~Ehsha sent unto the King. of Isracl, apprising
him of the places in which these raids were to be made and
warming him to provideagainst them. Then, nodoubt, troops
were sent and the Sytians disappointed.  This was repeat-
edly done, and the King of Syria suspeeted that there was
some traitor that revealed his counsels to the King of
Ismcl.

Some one told him that it was Elisha that betrayed his
secrets, for he knew cverything——cven to the sceret words
of the bedchamber.  The Syrians were no doubt in constant
intercourse with Israclites who were familiar with the way
i which Elisha detected the deceit of Gehazi.  The story of
Naaman made hitn an object of the greatest interest in
Damascus. . . . .

To us the greatest object of interest in this connection
is that God knows all the sccrets of life.  Elisha could know
nothing but as it was revealed.  Bat the God with whom
we have to do knows all the secrets of the heart,

All who, like the Syrians, are the encmies of the Lord's
causc and people way well be alarmed ; for all these things
they will be brought to account,

To the faithful it is unly a cause of encuuragement, e
knows all, and will give due credit fur cvery sincere at-
tempt at duty.  Tu the woman who poured the vintment on
His head, l{c said . ** She hak dune what she could,” and
gave her credit fur mure than sheiniended. (Math anv. 8,)

II. Christian Confidence. When the King of Syna
heard that Elisha was oo Duthan, a tuwn twelve miles north
of Samaria, he sent anary of hurses and chanuis and agreat
host of men tu invest the wwa by mght and take Ehsha
prisuner.  Whether he intended (o slay him ot toget his ser-
vives fut himself we cannut il Adany rate the propusal
was very fuulish. Fle niust have hauwn that of Elisua could
betray his seurets 1o the King of Isracl, he could avoid
any conspiracy against L.m;clll'. And he probably knew
huw the cumpanics sent ly Ahaziah (2 Kings 1) aguinst
Elisha wege treated, and if so was gudty of a mad act.

Is it nut su with all why dare o uppuse or conspire
aganst the Lord’s people?  The history of the world 1s
from first to last full of instances of the overthrow of the
Lord’s coemues  the uitimate overthruw of all 1s foretold and
yet men will not be wise.

Servant.  When Elisha's servant aruse in the morning, he
saw the aty invested and was very much afraid, He could
sec_no way of escape and said: ** Alas, my master! how
shall we do ?”

Fear not.—Elisha's reply has Leen an inspiration to the
Church. ** They that be with us are more than they that be
with them.” LElsha's faith saw that the angel of ti;c Lord
was encampung round abuut him ana that men are but as the
dust under His feet.

Witk .- These are the most difficult words in Elsha’s
reply fur the reader tu appreciate. All will see and at once
admit the superior power of spint furces ; but they are not so
ready tv believe that these puwers are on thetr side.  Man
prumises assu.c us that the powers of Heaven are with us if,
like Elisha, we are their friends.

Open his ¢yes.—The praycr of Elisha for s servant.  All
fear comes from ignorance.  If our eyes were open tosee the
super terrestrial influences about us, we would feel safe as a
child in the parent’s arms.

Moses *¢ endured as seeing Him who is invisible.” That
was the source of power to lim.  (Heb.ai. 27.) Paul looked
at thbc)lhings whick are not seen and was strong. (2 Cor.
iv. 18.

Horses and (hariots of fire.—Elisha's prayer was an-
swered.  The curtain was drawn aside and the servant saw
.'é hga\'cnly host surrounding, and between them and the

yrians.

Firc is the best symbol of the spirit world, and dasis hy
which it could be interpreted to the cye of sense.  We
are not told how the vision affected the fearfie? servant,
but no doubt it put an end to his fears.

That should be the conditivn of every Christian,  ** There-
fore will not we fear though the carth be xemoved.”
(Ps. xlvi, 2.)

IIT. Enemies confounded. — Elisha now prays that the
Syrians may be smitten with élindness.  Thus is not the or-
dinary Hebrew word for blindness, but a compound word
meaning rather to dazz/e ot confound.

If they had been totally Llind they could not have been led
by Ehsha to Samaria. ~ They were in that confused state
that they did not hnow what they were doing.  They gave
themsclves up to be led anay Ly a stranger wherever he de-
sired. No better proof could be given that they lost their
wits.

Thisis not thz way.—This is to be classed with that strategy
so common and necessary in war.  But was it right of Elisha
to deccive them? s deception at any time right? Itisa
difficult question to answer.  But if, when itis done, it is
in love to the deccived, and a desire to do them good,
as in this case, there will not be much practical difficulty.

The fact that the Lord gives His cnemies up to delu-
sions on account of their sins is frequently taught in the
Scriptures. (2 Thess, ii. 11. Sce also Job xi. 24, 25,
Isa. vi. 9.)

How much of the business blundenng and mistaken wis-
dom of the world 15 owing to a #lindness wduced by dis-
obedience! O that men were wise, and would believe
that 1t 1s madness to fight against God ¢

IV. Coals of Fire.—Elisha led the army to Samaria,
and when they got there he prayed that their eyes might
be opencd, and behold, when they were opened, they were
i the mudst of Samana, in the cnemy’s hands ! What
utter confusion and fear would seize them upon this discovery !
Tae same thing 1s occurnng every day.  People arc allow-
g themseives to be led by Satan without any dread—they
arc_dazed—they are the cnemics of God and know not
their danger.  But they come to that point when they see
things in their true light—their cyes are opened and then
fear comes upon them and they feel that they are undone.

Shall 7 smite 2—The King asks Elisha what he will do
—Whether they should be slain?  Elisha says: ¢ No, you
would not slay captives 1n war.” Instcad of that, he com-
mands that bread and water be provided for them. They
dud so, an they all ate and drank and went away to their
mastet.

Result.—It put an end to the war. The Syrians saw
that there was no usc 1n contending with such a man as
that. Tt also taught a Gospel lesson.  That is the spirit
of the Gospel which, if. practised morc, would setile diffi-
culties without number.  The kindness shown would so
soften the hestility of the Syrians that they would not he
disgns«l to invade the country any more.

Satan’s method with convicted souls is that of the King of
Istacl with these captives.  God’s methodis togive mezcy to
all who apply.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. The Lord knows the secrets of our hearts, ver. o.
2. In theit hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time
thou dash thy foot against a stone, ver. 10, 17.
" 3. How imputent is the human when opposed 10 the
ivine,
4. Trust and dont be afraid, ver. 17.
5. In God we live and move and have our being, ver. 18.
6. Loveyour enemies, ver. 22,



