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A PARAGERAPH 0 aecent artsele was e evprossed
as to convey the impressum that the Rev A Findtay,
the elicient Superintendent of Missions i Muskoka,
hadretired fiom aportion of that ticld, and that his
labows were testricted to Alpoma and Pany Soaond
Tlus, however, 1s not the case 3 he is stillin chage of
the entite teld,

ERRONEOUS reports of the proceedings of the Cien
eral Assembly stated that recent proposals to publish
a childrens monthly paper had been sanctioned by
the Supreme Ceust,  The followimg estract fiom the
NAssembly Minutes will show that suchwere unfounded
“lewas moved by Rev, W, 1), Armstrong, seconded by
Rev. DL Meleod, of Pricevitie, that the birst 1ecom-
mendation, i terms following ¢ Phat the Assembly
should at once take such steps as would sceure to the
childien of our Chueh o Aceerdd, v other monthly
penmdical, tor the putpose speaticd s the last section
of the repmt, be adopted. It was moved 1 amend
ment by Rev. Go M, Milbgan, seconded by Mr. Johns.
ton, that this recommendation be notadopted. A vote
being tiken the amendment was carned, and the As.
sembly deanded that sand recommendation be not
adopted.”  In moving the amendment Me. Milhgan
stated that such publications as Zhe Sabtath S lool
Prestyterians Golden Hours, and P arly Days had
for years been pssueed for the use of sur Sabbath schools.
He thought that it was desirable to st the pubh
cations already enisting,

Tor intelligence of the whters who raise the annual
wail about elders not bemnyg allowed to take a suthiar-
ently prominent part in the business of the General
Assembly may be estimated by the fact that one ot
them thinks the allege | ditcatty may be 1anoved by
an increasc of the lay representation.  'lus critic evi-
dently docs not know that the number of clders s
cqual to the number of musters 1 cvery court of
the Church except sessions, and that m sessione there
is an average of about sar eldets to cach minister.
Owing to the presence of theoivgical professors there
may be a few more witusters in the Assembly, and
some of the Synads, than elders, but eserybody knows
that as a rule the number s eaactly equal.  Ifthe
number of eldess in any given Assembly s not within
cight or ten of being as Farge as the number of 5ais-
ters, the reason is because the dders did not actend.
We arc quite suie that the elders of the Chureh don't
like being championed by one who dees not know that
the lay and clerical representation in a Paesbyterian
church court are equal mr numbess.  Indecd, we are
absolutely certain that not one n a hundred of them
wish to have such questions discussed.  They are
quite as able to take care of themselves as minsters
are, and the attempt to patromze thein by such dis-
cussions is an insult to every clder in the Church.

IN his specch in the Free Church Assembly 6n
 Dresbyteriul visitation, Principal Rainy statod that it
was a good thing for them all Lo be inspect d occasion-
ally, and that theological prosessors need «d inspection
quite 25 much as pastors. ‘The Assen-aly applauded
that statement quite vigorously. Of course I'resby-
terial visitation of a college is out of the questsn.
Theological colleges ate not under the jurisdiction of
any Presbytery.  But might it not be a good thmg if
a Committee of Assembly visited cach of our colleges
occasionally for it few days, and in a friendly «ay in-
spected the working of the institution  We are quite
certain the professors and tutars would be glad 1o
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have such visits occasionally, There should be no
feeling of voldness between the Assembly and any of
its colleges. “Fhere is not a college in the Church
that was not brought into it by the Assembly. The
professors are doing the Church's work and duing it
often in the fuce of many difficulties.  Any step that
will promote and increase good fecling between the
Supreme Comt and our divinity halls is a step in the
nght ducction,  If the attempt at consolidation fails,
as fail st most likely will, the nest hest thing is to do
all i our power to help on our colleges as they now
stamel.  Why should not the feehng towards our col
leges be just as friendly as the feching towards Jlome
and Foreign Misston work 2

I HERE §s A teport from the North-West to the of-
fect that Col. Ounmet mpnsoned  several Protestant
members of the 65th Battalion because on a recent
Sabbath they refused to attend divine » rviee jn a
Raman Catholic thurch, 1t scemns almost incedible -
that an ollicer of a uty battalion, a leading member
of the Queber Bar, and a member of the House of
Commons, should be guilty of such an outrage.  Mr.
Charlton ashed the Minister of Militia the other day in
the House of Commons if he knew the facts, but that
functionary replicd that he did not, but had ielegraphed
for them  The militia regulations on this point are as
earas words canmake them,  No Volunteer aan be
comptlled to attend a church other then s own,  1f
tol. Oumiet committed the act with which he is
charged he should be invited to give up his comaus.
ston at onee.  His sword should be taken from han
wrthwith.  1f he sinned it was not a sin of ignorance,
because it 1s simply impossible that a gentleman who
1> acolonel, alawycr, and a member of Parhament did
nut know the militia regulations on the point in ques-
ton.  Col Owmet, however, like every other public
servant, should be held innocent sntil piowved guilty,
e of the alleged offenders was, it is said, & Presby
terian, and refused toattend a Roman Catholic service
on consaientions grounds.  ‘The public must know all
the facts about this matter, and know them as soon
as possible.

Iy is difticult at this distance to form an accwmate
estumate of the situation ; but if we may judge from
the newspaper repoits the Insh Presby tenan Church
had a nantow escape from disruption on the oigan.
question. A party of anti-organ members did leave
the Assembly and held a meeting in another place.
Just how long they would haseremamedavway and what
they would have done had a deputation not gone to
them with an olive leaf, it 15 quite impossible to say.
The difficulty might have ended m a mere lovers
quarrelor it might'possibly have ended i a perianent
split. ‘The compromise agreed upon was that the
anti-organ paity should record their protest and that
the whole question shoul be Lid on the shelf for a
year, liberty being continued to congregations that
desare to use the instrument to do so.  Calmer coun-
sels may prevail a year hence.  However the matter
may be disposed of finally, the verdict of almost uns-
versal Chiistendowm is that a disruption is too high a
price to pay for instrumental music.  ‘The party in
favour of the instrument would lose more than they
would gain by their victory.,  On the other hand, the
party that go out would soon find that they too are
losers.  All experience goes to show that mere oppos-
1on 1o mstrumental music is not a basis on which a
denonunation or a congregation can be successfully
founded,  The basis is too narrow and t becomes
nanower every year.  Quite frequently the families of-
anti-organ men are in favour of instrumental music,

LIRERTY OF CONSCIENCE 1 10LATED,

Srricr discipline is essential to military efficicncy.
Respect for discipline can only be maintamed when 1t
is enforced in a spirit of fairness and in full accordance
with the code.  There is nothing more fatal to the
mamtenance of discipline than the exercise of arbitrary
self-will on the part of thosc in ommand. \When mil-
sary despotism s found to be in direct violation of
the Army KRegulations then a direct premium is offered
for msubordmation and mutiny, The commanding
ofticer who takgs 1t upon himself to trample under
foot the. Regulations according to which he is toexercise
Ins command, demonsirates his wafitness for the posi-
tion he occupies.  Interference with the religious con-
viction of volunteers is simply intoicrable.

A glaring case of military arbitrariness 1s reported

from the North-West, A Montreal regiment under

command of a French-Canadian M. is largely com.
posed of Roman Catholics.  Among the volunteers,
however, arc some Protestants.  On Corpus Chrisiy
day a company of the regiment vas told off for chuseh
parade to he present at the Corpus Christi celebration

A private declined to take his place in the ranks e
cause he claimed his privilege as o Protestant o he -
exempted from such duty,  Then the commanding of.
licer, in accontance with the regulations, compld
with thz volunteer’s request? Notatall,  Whentold
by the young man that he had made a promise to the
mnster to attend the Presbyterian Church that day
he was sharply ieprimanded for making such a pro
wise without first consulting his superior ofticer. Other
tive volunteers then claimed exemption from church
parade whercupon three of them were assignied extr
duty,and thice placed under arrest in the guard-room,
one of them being put on bread and water for eight
days.  “The volunteer who undertakas the defence of
his country at the risk of his life and who has to un.
dergo constant hardships #hile on active service had
a tight not only to his religious convictions but to ther
free eaerdise so long as they do not mterfere with his
duty. This right is guaranteed to every private in
Her Majesty’s service.  Full particulars of the occur-
rence have not yet been received, but it may be fanly
concluded that if the facts are as stated no possible ex.
planation can justify the punishment of volunteers who
followed the dictates of conscience in refusing to com
ply with an unwarrantable order,

The affair has been made a subject of inquiry in the
House of Commons.  Both the Premier and Minister
of Militia adwitted that if the facts wereas represented
the action of the commanding officer was an outrage
Stuong =xpressions and disavowals, however, are nut
suflicient to mect the gravity of the outrage.  Thetea
no desire for retaliation ; but if a young Presbytenan
volunteer was sentenced to vight days in the guasd
room, for declining to obey a corymand given in ¢
press violation both of the spirit and letter ofthe Regu
lations, is it right that the officer who gave that com
mand should be let off without a full investigation of
his conduct 7

Itis a curious coincidence that when the matie
was brought to the attention of the House of Conunons
the Leader of the Opposition inquired whether an o
der haud been given excluding Roman Catholic priests
from visiting prisonersat Regina. It is noticeable that
tlnis error was promptlyacknowledged and as promptly
remedied.  In forbidding access to those awaiung
tiial at Regina the Premigr never contemplated the
exclusion of the spiritual advisers of the prisoners
When it was discovered that such a construction was
put upon the order the telegraph was at once employed
to correct the mistake.  Readers of the moring pa
pers cannot avoid contrasting the alacrity in the one
case and the ungracious reply to questious addressed
to the Minister of Militia relating to the action of the
officer in command of the Sixty-fifth Battalion. Al
that is wanted is fair play and no favour.  Inreligions
matters the Government has no right to graut favous
to one denomination and impose disabilities upon
another. In the eye of the State they are on an
equality, and it must be clearly understood that the
rights of conscience cannot be trampled upon by any
military officer, whether he hold the position of cor-
poral or even that of commander-in-chict. (i
alone is lord of the conscience,
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THINGS WIHICH SHOULD BRE KNOIWN AND
PONDERED BY AL,

T opening pages of the Report of the Board of
Prench Evangelization, presented to the late mecting
of Assembly, contains information which should be
known by all citizens of Canada. It was supplicd,
as stated by Principal MacVicar, by an eminent legal
practitioner, and will be a surprise to not a few of our
readers. We append the pages referred to : :

In reporting to the General Assembiy tha work of the
Board for the past year, it is deemed proper at the outset to
direct special attention to the legal status of the Church of
Rome in the Province of Quebee.  The injurious spintual
and moral influence of its teachings are well known, but the -
facts reganling its establishment and growing power in this
country are less clearly understood. "It may be said, in 2
*vord, that Romanism, which is coming more and more 10
1acan Ultramontanism, has in this Province all the strength
azd stability which can be detived ftom civil law, a power-
ful pricsthood, enormous wealth, a vast aray of thoroughly
equippes] ecclesiastical institutions, and the ready services -
and support of the Local Legislature, It.is impossible w
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