THHE VISITOR.

and selficondemuntion. 1€ he would, thurefore, esdape froms
the conscious guilt and the ultimatd misery, in whicli his
instrumentality in bringing to pass such ruigous conse-
quences, will, if he persists, iuvolve lim, let bim,
with hearty repéntance, immediately abandon the corrupt.
ing and destruciive troflic.  The same constiousness and
alarming reflectiens will be experienced in, if possible, a
still moto pointed and forcible degree, by those who in the
dhop, the tavern. or elsewhere, are immediately engaged in
woding and adwinistering the roinous deaught.  Suvely,
arenot these every monent under thecurse depouncea aguinst
those, who * put tha bottle to their neighbour’s mouth;”
are they not continually exposed to its agonizing conse-
queaces.  On these persons, indeed, in very many instances,
tave cir~umstances forced the conviction, they would fuin
lave eluded, and have struggled to avoid, that sume of the
niseries or ruin to others, which have already been deserib.
«, were directly o-casioned by the means which they had
wpplied.  Some such instances bave I witnessed, in which
1 have even marked in the outward app order
the working of such guilty reflections, We are divinely
ejoined, not to put in our brother's way any occasion to
offend, or to foll, and to “let all our works be done with
darity.”  Assuredly, them, Hd ¢ who seetli not as man
seeth,” but * who searcheth the heart” and will bringallits
devices and secrets to light, and in full review, will judge
and render just retribution for all such breaches of his holy
and berfevolent commants.

Under thi view of the innurherable evils which the use of
intoxicating liquors are constantly producing, surcly, to all
sho Jove or regard the interests of truth ahd humanity, the
pih-of duty is plainly exhibited.  Assuredly, the Mihister
of Religion, as well as all its professors, civil rulers, sena.
tors, judges, and magistrates, those who profess as patrio's
todesire and to seek the welfare of their country; aud all,
isevery class and cccupation in society, who desire the
pomotion cf religion, miorality, and kappiness, should
uite, and perseveringly criploy their gealous and most
wiive exertions, for the entire removal of the cduse of those
wsils,  With the'full knowledge they every where possess
the subject at large, they will aet motl unfaithfully, as
Al as inconsistently with the feelings and desires they pro.

; if they withhold such exertions.

But,here, it is of the utmostimportance to inquire, what
the means which ¢an most effectually be employed for
ing that truly benévolent purpose.  That most power-
i and influential body, the Legislature of the land, whose
uty it is constantly to guard and promote the gencral wel-
and happiness, in every branch and pirt of the public
terests, is;undoubtedly loudly called upon, not metely, not
sfford any apjiroval orsznctien to the prevalencs orexist-
of that fruitful éause of public injury an@loss, but by
!l their enictmients and measiires, to endeavor as far as|
ible, to-Biscountenance and remove it; and on theother!
) to encourafe and promote the:interests of temperance,
th.reby of publit prosperity, It must be admiitéd,
1, s some experience has shown, that legislativemez.
-can be but pastially dvailable for effecting those ivr-.
ntand excellent purposes.  Nevertheless soma valuable:
ce may be afforded from that powerful qoaster.
During some redent yedrs, experiénce has proved, in thé
st exfensive and ‘convineing ‘manner, that the establish.
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ment sud operationa of ‘Kemperance Socicties, are the most
effective means which have yet been devised and amployed
fur the prevention of the evilsof intemperance.  ‘This would
scem, chiefly, to be owing to their eflorts being immediately
directed at the supprossion and removal of the primary cause
of those evile. Trom the exclusive success which has ol
ready attended the operations of theso mstitutionr, thetruly
enlightened and pious will fully recognize and acknowledye
the hand of thst wise and benevolent Being “ from whom

ull holy desires, good counscls, and just works do proceed.”
‘I'hiig consideration, therefore, may well inspire us not only
with gratitude butconfidence, and should serve, atall times,
to stimulate the zeal, and quicken the exertions of the socie~
tics, and of evary friend to Lemperance, for its more vapid
advancement and ultimate triumph,  Itshould alss sarve to
urouse to serious reflection, those who professing to'bo friends
to this cause, in general, yet withhold their dirvect and active
support to the design and operations of these Societies; and
should induce them to obey the plain requisitions of daty,
and at once uniteé with thom, and cordially assist in effeeting
their exalted and benevolent purposes, It may hore be
observéd, that it is & circumstance highly favorable-to the
permaneuce and continued prosperity of these Societies, and
should ever aftord them strong encouragement, that persons
of every religious belief and profession, may conscientiousiy
and fully unite with them, in using all the means and cxer-
tions they employ, for effecting their universaily philanthyo.-
pic designs, No diversity of sentiment on that most inte.

resting subject; has yet seemed to disturb the harmony
which so fully prevails within and among the Socicties, ov
has obstructed their exertions, or impaired their influence.
In truth, not even a plausible reason can be found that any
such difference of beliof or opinion should ever produce, in
the smallést degree, the reverse of such barmony and unity:
of means and exertion, Doubtless, every DIember of a
Temperance Socicty must fecl it his duty, to cherish the
desire, and carcfully endeavour, that ncither this, nor any
other subject within his control, may ever be permitted to
impede the noble but difficult work, to the furtherance of
which he is so solemnly pledged. In further adverting to
the different classes and descriptions of persors who skould

zealously assist in the operations of these Sacieties, it mav
be remarked, that Ministers of the Gospel, those heralds of
the gracious designs of Heaven, are most effectually and
imperatively required, to afford them direct and powerfut
cxertions and influence. It is indeed mattey of astonish-

ment, thut any of these should have failed to discover at once,
that such was their duty, and that the instrumentality of
these Socicties would be powerful and effective in aiding

that transcefidantly glorious cause which they are specially
assigned tolabour in promoting, by all-the benevolent means
they.can devise bv employ. We have reason however to
rejoice, that great numbers of these highly influential cba<
ractors, and éspecially of late, have joined the Societies; and
very many are astively engsged inassisting their operations.

Tt scems, indectl, almost impossible. to discover any even
specious or plausible reason; why any friend to religion,
morality, pat¥iotism, or real philanthropy, should refraia
fromuatting in a similar manner.  'We can searcely be said
to have gone to6 firin supposing, that such persons, cithen
cannot in reality be friends to the eause of Temperatee, oo’

clse must be undet a strapge perversion of feeling and judge-



