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TRE TO0MB OF UI1RAM.

i;,, Bizb. flIOI;?dORBItts.

I nii foundl but few objects in.
niy 1alcstiniaii rcscarches of so
inuichi interest to niy mind, both in

a Masonie anà archiuological point
of view, as the great monument
standing six miles east of Tyre,
and designa.tedl by the natives
Kalnlairma the Scptulchre of
1-lir.imi." Travellers througrh Syria
ammd IPalestine have so rarely takoen
this route (ftomi lyre to Jibnin)
that until 183c' there w'as no allu-
sion to it in their books so far as 1
can discover. "-i\loiro," vol. ii.
P. 25, gives the earliest account Of
it, but his notice is brief£ Thomn-
soli, iii his Il Dnd and Book,," is
more difitise. iRobinson, in IlBi-
blical 1Ptescarchcs, '~ vol. iii. pp. 38.5,
et scq, goos out of his actual cold
and dulli nanner, and ireally gets
Up a littie animaition, while refer-
ring to Kabr Ilairaim. Shahl I
quote hinm? :

el We came (June 23rdl, 1840,)
to one of tho nost remnarkzable
monuments of antiquity yet remnain-
ing iii the lioly Land. It is an.
immense sarcophagus of litnestone,
rosting upon a lofty pedesta-l of
large hewni stones, a conspicuous,
ancient tomb, bearing among the
comnon people the namne of IKabr
Hairan, IlSepuilchre of lHiramn."
The sarcophaigus mensures twelve
feet long býy six in heiglit and
breadth; the lid is three foot thick
and romains in its original position;,
but a hole bas beeni brokzen through
the sarcophagus (also the supermn-
cuibc.nt stone or lid, IR.. M.) at
one end. The pedestal consists of

thrce layors (four layers, «R. MN.) of
the hike specios Ot stolmc, eachi th)oc
foot thiclc (but sec rny exa*,cter inca-
suremient, 1R. JM.), thie uppor laver
projectiag abova the ottiers ; thc
stones are large, and( one of tielln
mensures nine fect ini length. This
grey -,veaithcr-be.tteii monument
stands hiere ilone andl solitary bear-
in- the mnarks of high anti qtitv."

Durin iny tincracy ailc
sacrod scenes, I have visitcd this
spot s0 niomorable 'jor the tradition
that associaies it -%ith one of our
aiicie»t Grand 2Na&'ers. On the
first occasion, April lStb, I hiad na
assistant, save some natives, wbo
knew as littie of my language as 1
knew of thoirs. iNoverthocless, I
made all the mo-asuirement ivanted
and took occasion of the inspira-
tion of the hour to draft a few linos
-with which 1 ivill riot torture vour
reaiders at present. On the second
'visit, May 22, I hiad the vallued aid
of mny associate, D. U. Thomson,
Esq., with wbomn 1 verified andi
corrected mny former measuroments
and noted down every important
fact connocted with this ancient
relie.

The sepuichre of Hiram stands
directly in the prolongation of the
(original) island and (present)
isthmus of lyre upon a spur of the
Lebanon at exactly the distance
frorn that citv that "1 lends enchant-
mient" to tle view. Originally,
-w'heni lyre wvas the metropolis of
this coast, perhaps of the woril,
and the ivhole plain east of it wvas
covered w\%ith the splendid edificos
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