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fourfold one, of Places and Men, of Loving, of L.ositig, of Living, and to
those is added The Vielding of Pilate, a biief draina The I)oet is first of
ail a C.hristian, and, aext, a lover; thereafter a philanthropist, and a reverent
admirer of nature. His continued strengtb and weikness lie iii a refined
scnsitiveness that speaks itself out with strange openness which sonie would
cail cgotism. It is not that, consciously or unconsciouisly. 'l'lie poet regards
bis life and lieart as divine humian creations for the satirfaction and edifica-
lion of the world. Hence, he lays bare their nmost sacred senses and
thougbits - for the language that enfolds themn is more a veil than a garmient,
<kfining the sentiment rather than disguising it. There are sotte very
musical miinor notes among these songs of the huminan, among the best, if
miot the best, of whichi are Epistles to a Maid. Mr. 'Mackenzie is flot yet a

popular poet, altbougbi highly thought of by somiewhat critical reviewets, and
deservedly s- If, bowever, bis life and heart are revelations, they sbouild 1e
cUch to every seeking sou], humble or great. 'l'le Toronto slougbi of philo

sphy, of abstraction, of subjec, iveness, of painful self-consciousness, lias yet
to be sloughed off. (odlik> subjectivity cati only be reachcd througbi
humit objectivity. NIr. Mackenzie is ivorking tbant way, but slowly. He
dtocs not understand yet, as many hundreds of preachers do not, that the

world, e,.in the best part of it. cares not one brass farthing wvhat any nman or
wcmlan is tbinking about, or boping for, or grieving over . it is on the look
out for sornetbing that will stir itsclf. WVbat a man thinks is blis dognia,ind
il nîay bc tbe veriest trasb in tbe world. What lie finds in God is fact, and
is tbe purest of gold. '.%r. Mackenzie bias found sortie eternal facts, and bias
liresented tbcmi in chaste poutic diction, with wealth of iniagery. Whetber
lie bias yet complosed a îîoem that will surr4 ve is doubtful, but lie is on tbe

way to it : and, if the answer to the wbether bc a stern negative, bie is no
worse off tbani aIl other Canadiani pot witbout cepltioni. His aspirations

are pure, blis efforts are lofty, bis expression is terse, bis diction is chaste and
classical, and rytbmnii is tunefuil and gracious. Ail Canadian loyers of l)octry
sbould purchase, not borrow, and read Songs of the Humian.

Frorn the Bureau of Etbnology in the Smithsoniaii Institution atWa-
imgton I have received the sixtli volume of Contributions to North Aniericani

Etnlgentitled 'lle 1'hegibia L anguage, by the Rev. James Owen
Dorsey, a quarto volumle of Soo palgcs, consisting of folk lore, bistorical tales
and lettcrs, contributed hy Dakota Imîdians of the <>malba and Poilla tribes
in thc.-ir own tongue, %vith interlinear literai and frec translations. Abundant
material is thus lirovided fer the study of oui ancient ab)or.ginal dialect, and
an alnîost unrivalled collection of American folk ]ore, in whicb the rabbit
figures conspicuiously, is set before the student of primitive tradition in the
licst possible form. MNr. I orscy. and bis colleagues iii tbe task of prest-trving
Ii,'C .. raing t1oaditions, dccr Ilbr lîrst îhlîak' or HIe -'inologisi, i.,d
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