
il t , w ofo this proplîecy reflects the tge of iPersian
dotiiniot in J tdah, inasnmucli as we find the Jewvs for the
lir.st timie iii favourable relations wvitl tlîeir rulers. The
referenices to the hieathen by the prophet and stili more the
absence of such references takes us baek to a condition of
thincrs i Jewishi history w'Iich wvas peculiar to the period of
Persian dominion. This niuch is clear then-the booli is
post-exîhic.

WCari now take another step and place the date subse-
quent to the comptetioxi of the Temple in 516 B.C. This also
is clear from internai evidence. The Temple is standing and
sacrifical services are being carried on in it. Indeed a con-
siderable numiber of ycairs must have elapsed siice the dlays
iii whichi Haggai and Zcchlariahi uttercd thieir words of en-
couracreient, and rebuke, inasinuchl as the priests have bc-
corne corrupt and the people wordly. Divorce lias beconte
coininon iu order that mnarriziges ixnay lie forrned with heathen
wrornen. 'l'le payxncnt of the Temple dues is nelected. Ail
this points to, a timie considerably later than 516 B.C. lI
reticets a, condition whichl is inconcivable in the years ini-
mcediately follow'ingt the restoration of the Temple.

After the year 516 B.(.. the eut-tain fails upon Jewish
hiistory and is not lifted until the yeamr 458 B.O., -whichi marks
the return of Ezra £rom Babylon 'vithi his band of 1,500
exiles. Tis 'vas purely a religions movemnent, having for its
aimn the purification of the Temiple wvorship and the lives of the
people. Ezra, broughit with imii whiat is known as - the
priestly code," wvhicli was prepared in Babylon probably
ab)out, theý year 500 B.C., and wvhicli was intended to furnish
ILhe .Jewvs in Jeruisalemn withi an authoritative statemient of
thieir dJuties to the Temple, its services and priests. The vari-
ons questions thiat arise in connection wvithi this code, which in
its contents and substaince wvas not, new, we thilik, but xvhich
"'as rathier an exposition of ancient tradition and customn, a
sy-.,tenfz-tizing- of principles and laws wvhichi dated back to
early days, do not of cours3e concern us. AIl that we nieed note
liore is the filct of its existence.

Ezra at once entered upon the 'vork of reforin. Ater the
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