PLEASANT HOURS.

NOW 80ME LADIRS TRY TO LOOK BEAUTIFUL,

The Legend of Robin Redbroast.
BY ANKA M, PRATT,

When Jesus walked to Calvary,
“Tis s21d a little bird

Reheld Yim, and its gentle heart
With pltylng love was stirred.

It fiow and plucked a cruel thorn
From out the mocking crown,

While drops from Jesus’ bleeding brow
Iell on 1ts bosom brown.

They dyed the glossy plumage red—
And pow ql' robink wear

A stnin upon their breast to show
That deed of loving care.

Nor have they ever lacked a {rlend—
‘Twas thus the legend read—

For Robin Redbreast when in need
By children has been fed,

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE OLD TRSTAMENT,

LESSON VI.—NOVEMBER 5.
NEHEMIAH'S PRAYER.
Neh. 1. 1-11. Memory verses, 8-10.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Prosper, I pray thes, thy servant this
day.—Neh. 1, 11,

OUTLINE,

1. A People’'s Need, v. 1-8,
2, A Patriot’s Prayer, v. 4-11.

Time.—~About B.C. 444,

Place.—Susa.

Introductory Note.~Nehemiah followed
Ezra In tho government of Judah, speci-
ally ot Jerusalem. He was a deeply re-
ligious man, and wise In his efforts to
rebulld the city., He was an ardent
patriot, Though a noble in the Persian
court and ralsed to weaith and honour,
he forgot not his own lané, desolats and
aflicted. He prayed for its welfere; he
worked a8 he prayed. He was govornor
of Jerusalem for twelve years, and then
returned to the Persian ocourt, whence,
after ive years, he again came back ts
his own land and corrected evils which
had crept in.

LESSON HELPS.

1. “ The words of Nehemiah "—A good
map, a ruler, and a patriot. Hls wealth
was given for the public good. Prod)-
ably of an eminent family, as only such
1 one could be placed in what was then
a very responsible position, cupbearer of
the Persian king.

2, “1 agked them "—The question was
about (1) the Jews and (2) Jerusalem.
His solicitnde is manifest. He was not
a selfish man. Ho thought of others.
He thought most of hiz brethren fn
affifction. So should we.

3 “The wall of Jerusalem also is
broken down "—The walls were broken
down at the time of the captivity.

4. " And mourned certain days "—From
the month Chisleu, which answers to a
part of our November and December, to
the month Nisan, a perfod of about four
months. The great work he undemtaok
was hot done in haste. It was preceded
by much prayer.

5. The prayer now follows. “ The
great and terrible God ""—Great, for he is
able to work mighty works; terrible, tor
he can punish his foes.

6. " Let thine ear now be attentive "—
Hear us. Anpswer our patition and re-
celve our confessions. * Thine eyes
open ”—S8eo us in our sorrow. * Both
I and my father’s houso "~He joins him-
solt with others. Personal and national
confession together. It we atk God to
forgive otncrs let us ask him to forgive
ourselves,

7. *“The commandments"—Of the
divine law which regulates life. * The
statutes " are the ceremontes of religion,
avrd the “judgments” are the precepts
ot justice gxiven through Noses to thu
chossn peoDle.

f. 9. * The word that thou comn.andest

thy servant Moses "~Here follow quota-
tions from Deuteronomy and Leviticus.
It is well to quote Scripturo In praver.
Qod Is pleased then his children have

is promises 1n their hearts and utter
them with thelr lips.  “ Wil bring them
untoe the piace"—And 80 indecd he did.

11. " To the prr.yer of thy servant, and
to the prayer «f thy servanta—Unlon
In prayer, aa in other things, s strength.
Qur united petitions should ascend to the
throne of heavanly grace.

HOME READINGS.

M. Neiiemiab’s prayer.—Neb. 1.
Tu. The request granted.—~Neb, 2. 1-11.
W. A good resolve.—~Nebh. 2, 12.20,
Th. ‘C(:)o%eulon and farglveness.--Lov. 26.
F. Precious promises.—Deut. 30. 1-10.
| 3. Solomoun s prayer.—1 Kings 8. 46-53.
Su. Turn us, O Lord,.—Pcalm 80.
QUESTIONS FOR KOME STUDY
1. A People's Need, v, 1-3.
Whose words havo we {a this lesson ?
Who came to visit Nehemjah ¢
Where was Nehemiah ?
In what month and year di' the visit
oceur ?
Concerning whom did Nehemiah ask ?
What was the report about the people?
What about the holy city ?
Who had caased this ruin 7 2 Kings
25. 10.
2. A Patriot's Prayer, v. 4-11.
What three things did Nehemiah do ?
To waom did ho pray ?
How did he address the Lord ?
For whom did Nehemiah pray ?
*What confession did he make ?
What promise of the Lord did he
plead ?
Through whom was this promise
glven ?
What did Nehemlah say of tho people ?
Whose favour did he desire tc securs ?
Waat office did he hold ?
What king was this ? Neh. 2. 1.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where in thils lesson are we taught—
1. A lesson of patriotism ?
2. A lesson of plety ?
S. The value of prayer ?

SPARE THE BIRDS,

The New York Tribune tells of a so-
ciety formed in New York to assist in
preventing the killing of birds for use
tn the decoration of ladies’ bonnets,
*“For the last five years,” says Tke
Tribune, * songbirds and pipers, birds
with gay plumage and without, have
been killed in season and out of season—
in tho woods, flelds, marshes, and on the
sea-shore—I{n numerous numbers. Shoot-
ing birds and selling their heads and
skins has become a business with hun-
drads of men and boys along the Atlantic
coast and in the Interior. The terns
and sea-swallows, once so abundant from
Cobdbs Island {n Virginia to Cape Cod,
have beea almost exterminated, and the
meadow-larks, thrushes, 7robins, and
bobolinks of our country fields are heard
more and more rarely near the large
clties, or oven through loag stretches of
Long Island and New Jersey.

“It is itard to asy at all accurately
how many birds pass yearly through the
great millinery establishments. A writer
in The Sclence supplement for February
puts tho number between five million and
ten million.

A correspondent of Forest and
Stream tells of a single collector who
brought back eleven thousand skins from
a three-months® southern trip In 1884,
and says that from one small district
of Long Island seventy thousand skins
were sent to New York In four months,

{ There Iz a single New York taxidermist,

'accordlng to the same paper, who con-
H fesscs 10 preparing thirt? thousand bird-

sking for hats and bonnets every season.

*“The members cf the society, which
fs named after the great naturallat
Audubon, pledge thomselves, first, to dis-
courage the killing of any bird not used
for food, second, to discrurage the rob-
bing of any bird’s ncat or the destruction
nf its eggs, tkird., to refrain from the
uso of any wild bird's plumage as an
article of dress or adornment. The Eng-
11sh sprrrow, however, I8 excluded froin
its protection.

Wil not our boys and girls be gliad to
assist 1n the work of such a soclety.

ONLY TWO GLABSSES OF BRER.

A boy In 8 court-room was arralgned
for throwing a stone at a street-car.
When asked by the judge what he had
to say for himself, he drooped his head
and stammeringly replied, * Nothing,
sir—except—that I—bhad taken a—couple
of—giasses—of — beer !  Nothing—sir—
excopt—"'

As {f that would be accepted fn ex-
(enuation of a hoy’s lawlessness !

A barn burns down, and tho person
charged with the responsibillty savs he
bas no excuse, only that he left a shovel
of burning coals on a hay mow' The
boy's stammering tongue did not make
an acceptable plea, and he was marched
oft by the police, to think the matter
over in a stone cell.

* Nothirg—sip~—except—!"

And yet some people think beer is a
temperate drink, and that brewers are
the apostles of good order, good health,
good morals. Two glasses, only, of
beer, and yet thereln was room sufficfent
for a stone that did a deal of trouble.
There §s room in a glass of beer for
maLy ugly things—hot words anc bard
blows, a lying tongue, and a thiers
finger~. But every glass of heer is sure
to have this within: a stairway that
leads cne down to a glass of something
stronger. * Beer ™ i3 one ugly step in
the drunkard’s descent toward hell !

A young man who didn't want to dle

a drupkard, and camo to us for help,
sald he started the trouble in a glass of

SPARE THE BIRPS,

beer, A second, who came for our
prayers, traced his drinking hablts back
to the quaffing of & glass of beer whilo
he was getting fn coal when a boy.

“ Nothing—sir—eXxcept—!"

This is the season when beer and its
kindred nuisances that have been be-
hind doors in town come forth, like
snakes’ tongues out of a hole occupled $n
winter, and temptingly are paraded be-
fore our boys at pleasure excursions and
summer resorts. Set your face and foot
against the evil. and be right when you
are boya, Don't put your foot on the
top stair of the drunkard’s descent. You
then will not surely reach the las® and
lowest step.

‘“BRING PLENTY OF RUM.”

A Boston sea-captaln’s wife was one das
reading a letter written to her husband
by a trader on the coast of Africa, telling
him what articles to bring on his next
voyage to that country. After nanilng
this, that, and the other thing which it
w;n;lld be well to bring, the list concluded
with,

“ Bring plenty of rum.”

Th's {3 the Mac+donian cry that comes
to America Lroin the consclenceless trad-
ers who infest the African coast. Bring
plenty of tum ! Rum is In good de-
maud. Rum will sell any time. Rum
will buy anythiag which the poor Sgnor-
ant ‘nntlvea have. *Bring plenty of
rum .ll

"How does Americs =nswer such re-

queats as this ?  She Is fully equal to
the oceasion. A single vessel salling
from the port of Boston has taken one
hundred and thirty-ono thousand gallon«
of rum to Africa, and reports have coms
of ships carrying a single missfonary an.!
A hundred thousand gallons of rum
What will the harvest be {f this 1s th.
seed sown 7 and what shall de the doon
of the wretches who thus scalier degra
dation, debauchery, and damnatior
among the bLemrhted heathen ?  Surel,
this is a most snlemn question, sad a
question which merits our moat careful
consideration.

We send out missionaries to the hea-
then, but one cargc of rum will ruin
more heatben in a year than & mission-
ary could savo in a life-time. 1Ig it not
high time that something was done to
stop this infamous business ? Do not
the circumstances of the case demand
that a lttle mission work be done nearer
home ? Is it not high time that civil-
ized netions tle & millstone to the neck
of this infernal trafiic, and sink it in
the nethermost bell 2 Sureiy those who
boast of thelr r/ghteousness and their
civilization should take somo measures
to prevent this wholesale poisoning
which {s going on before thelr eyes. The
wbole business {s wrong, and the soorer
it 1s blotted out of existonce the better.
God speed the day when men sghall be
done with this dire and deadly traffic
and heathen nations shall no more be
cursed with theso abominations sent out
from civilized lands.—Safeguard.
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