PLEASANT HOURS.

A RESULT OF CARELESSNESS.

THE boys have run out of school the mo-
ment their lessons aro over, and taking
therr skautes with them, made for the punﬁ
atonce. Assoon as the skutes areon they
begin to iy up and down the frozen sur-
face; very few of them thinking whether
the 1ce is equally strong all over and will
bear their weight in the middle as well as
at the sades.  ‘The consequence is that one
of them has tumbled in, and we sec in the
picture huw all the other boys are doing
thewr best to rescue him, We have no
Jdoubt that they will succeed ;3 but it is no
casy thing to pull a person out of a hole in
Qe ice. AN round the edges the ice is
weak and yiclding, and if two persons get
w1t 15 alunnt ampossible to pull then out
without  tinrd tumbling in as well.  The
best way 15 to place buands on the ice, as
they are about to do. This youth will
jeath caution. we hope; and in the long
and tedivus hours of lying in bed. there
may come o him that refloction which will
make him asadder and 2 wiserboy.  After
all, we prolit mast from what experience
teadlivs us, for we rarely forget it.

LESSON NOTES.
FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON IIL.—Jaxctarr 15
ENCOURAGING TR TEOPLX.
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Except the Lord build the house, they Ia

bour in vain that build it.. —Paalm 127. 1.
Crxtrat TrUTH.

Unnambered blessings and assured success
comno to those who labour for the upbuilding
of God's kingdom.
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A RESULT OF CARELESENESS..

Practe - Jeruwlem and vivinity.

Rurrvis - Darius Hystaspes, king of Persia;
Zerubbabel, governor of Judah; Tarquin the
Proud, at Roeme.

Proviers --Haggai, an old man;
Zechariah, mach older.

Prack 1x Biner Histony, —Fzra, chapter S,

Tux Book or Haceas contains four prophe-
cies. all delivered within the last four months
of B.C. 320. The first in Scptember, the
second in October, and the third and fourth
in Decewber.

Tur. CIRCGNST.NCFS.

The foundations, laid amid such rejoicings
as recorded in our last lesson, were soon neg-
lected. Gieat opposition arose, and for tif-
tecu years nothing more was done. In the
incantime Cyrus died, and after two or three
years Danus Hystaspes camne to the throue,
» king willing to help.  Morcover it was now
Aimost seventy years since the destruction
of the templein 586. At this timo Haggai
appears on thie scene.

Heres Ovsr Harp Praces.

The firat prophecy was a summons to baild
the temple, enforced by the fact that God
secmed against tho people for their neglect.
s Seventh mouth”—Qctober. 1. ** Twentieth
day "—The last day of the feast of Taber-
pacles, and seven wecks after the first pro-
pheey.  The people had begun to work, but
were discouraged. 4. “Iam with you"—To
guideand defend. 5. ¢*Theword that I coven-
anted"—Ex. 19. 5, 6; 34. 10, 11, His pres.
ence with them promised and manifested
these. ** When vo came out of Epypt™—
The power that delivered them frown Pharaoh,
and made a way through the Red Sea and
through Jordan, and gave them victory over
their encmics. was still with them. G ** Yet
once azain in a little while . . . shake the
heavens "— Metaphorically, as he had done in
their former lustory.  The new epoch was to
begin soon ; there were soon to he commo-
tious among the nations which would prepare
for tho Messiah and his kingdom. 7. ¢ The
desire of all nations " - The gulden age, the
better imes, which are (uunf only in Christ.
* The desirable things,” the choice things,
the wealth and beauty aad the fraita of cinli-

and

ot

zation. 9. **Theglory of thislatter house *'—
Or, the Iatter glory of this house shall be
greater, smee Christ will appear there, and
out fram that which the temple symboli
and taught should grow the Messianic king-
dom.

PRACTICAL SUCGRSTIONS.

Great enthusiasm is sometimes followed by
indifference aud dclay.

The best of plans and hopes pass through
periods of discourageincut rud neglect.

We often need a new voice, a new prophet,
a new message from God.

God's bouse should receive our first atten-
tion and care.

Disaster and trouble come to those who
scel: first theic worldly prosperity to the
neglect of religion.

God is controlling all nations to the far-
therance of his kingdom.

God's presence is the greatest of blessings.

Jesus Christ is the desire of all nations.
Ho brings toall the things they really most
need and most desire.

All the things of this world—its commerce,
wealth, inventions, discoveries—all miuister
téo O:Lhc growth and glory of the kingdom of

Revizw QuEsTioNs.

1. How long was the building of the tem='o
delayed? For fiftcen years. 2 Who t
came with a message from God ? The prophic .
Haggai, calling the people to rise up and
build. 3 What was his first argument?
That they had pot prospered, and could not
s0long as they neglected their religious insti-
tutions. 4. \What was his success? The
gople bc%:n again to build the temple. 3.

ow did he encourage them? Repcat verses
7and 9.

CATZCHISM QUESTION.

What new commandment did our Leord
give to his disciples?

That they should love one another, as he
had loved them.

1John 15.12,13; 1 Joho 2. 7, 8.

Exvy shooteth at others and woundsth
herself,
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ILLUSTRATED ARTICLES.

Tent Life in Palestine and ...s.fﬂ‘ Ry
the Eotrox, Splrndidly fllesu . describluy -
the Lord's L.and from Hebron to Datuacus, tfroms -
Jaffa to Jericho.

What Egypt Can Teach Us. By fue
EotroR.  With numerous engravings, giving re-
sulte of laiiet discoveries. :
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Q. Bond, B.A. k
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Canada's Great North Land, Papersby :
flav. . K. Young and Prot A. P, Colemao, Ph.D.

In the Levant and Dardanelles;

Light from the Catacombs—the Mode and
Subjects of Baplism {

"l'ln'ougi;t Bulgaria and Servia, sud )

Kaiseiswerth and its Deaconesses. By

the Eottox.
More * Round About England " Papers.
By Rev. Hugh Johnston, and others.

Fartheat North With Licutenant and |

Mra Pearey.
The Story of Sir John Franklin Retold.
The World's Fair at Chicago.
Over the Splugen. By A. ilackwood.

The Italian Lakes, the Garden of the
World, By Dr. Hardmeyer.

Protestaut Memoirs of Morat and’
Seuchutel. ~ By Dr. F. Stock. .

Villalﬁe Life on Lake Leman. By Pastor;

tresd Ceresole.
Adventures in Styria.
Life in the Engadine.
With the Monks as Simplon. By Dr. Woll.
The Qucen's Favourite Health Bs:sort.
Peasant Life in the High Alpe. By

Pastor Hauri.

MISSIONARY BIOCRAPNIES AND STUDIES.
Many of them fully lustrated. 3
John @. Paton; or, Mission Life and

\ork in Sew flebrides. Uy Peroy B

Wh Kin; or, Missi
The Advez?tluemw;x? xgg}mah. S'hgzrand Japan.
Rev. I, Sherlozk.

How Carey Becams an Apostle, By s
Aethodist Yresbyter. ;
Forty Years Among the Zulus. ByT. R:

batterson. ;
James Mizsio Explores

in New Guineemmuv Rev. G. C. Kendal. %
Thomas Comber, Missionary Pioneer of
the Conga. By Mise Ids Lewia. ;
Samuel Crowiher, tue Slavo BOY, W
Women Workers in Mission Fields. By
s A G. McMechan.
“Owd Blo;" Among the Lepers; and
Among Indiang. By Rev.J. McLean,Ph.IX
A Visit to the Great Wall of China.
A Chequered Life—Thomas Cooper.
An English Heart of Oak.
Haroines of Faith and Charity.
Lives and Deeds Worth Knowing.

SERIAL AND SHORT STORIES.

A stronply-wTilten story by
The Man Trap. By theacuorof
Loadoa.”

Bob Bartlett's Baby; wdl'&l ot
— $.
The Spectre, Dory. 2, T2

Diamonds in the Rough—Orisp Cunbeg
1and Sketckes. By Rev. J. V. smm‘ D.D.

A Tangled Yarn. By a Sea Captain.
Short Stories and Sketches. By Maz
Guy Pearve, James M. Barrett, Barry Pals, eta
Heritage. By the E
Dr. Carmsn, Geveral Supsrintendent. Rk
“ Half Hours in a Lunatic Asylum.”
Danial Clazrk, M.D.
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