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%EN of différent class;.,es andeveni individuals of the saine
cl~u ass are often widely at
variance with regard to

thleir peculiar likes or dislikes, but oîîe
object for wluicli there is a crav'ing
uithin the heart of ev'ery imortal, is the
admiration of bis f*ello%%niîcn. It seenis
to be part of our vcry n atuire ; and
thougbi a deplorable weakness Mihen
too prominently characteristic of any
iniclividual, bias ever hiac an important
bcaring on the advanicenient and cei-
ligYhteinmeit of tie wvor1d. This re-
mark is applicable alike to, ail arts
;uîd sciences, but is true iii an especial
manner wvleîî referred to letters. For
the bistory of tbe world bears \%vitniess
to the fact tlîat for every great poet,
hiistorian, or novelist that lias labored
at bis profession wvith aniytbing cisc as
blis prinlary motive,. there are at least
live or six wvbose sole objcct iii
writing- was the faine and glory they
expected tbereby to gaini.

Whetber or 'not Shîakespeare be-
Imiged to the latter class, bis naine is
certainilv linkeci with an enviable share
of tbe admiration and applause of
ceiituries. -"he greatest dramatist
the world bas ever produced " is a title
that refllcts no small anîounit of credit
oni tic land that ,gave biîw birth, but
whai«t a halo does it îîot sbied around
the brow of the fortunate individual,
\ît'ho, by his massive intellect and

eegtcperseverance bas wvon it for
imiiself! Stncb is the appellation by

ivhich Shakespeare is known, and
richlv bias lie deserved it. Tbat his
work-s hlave so, long retaincd theïr
wide-spread popularity is duc nîo doubt
Io thc fact tbat they contain rnany
erninient beauties ; but if thcv possess
anv one excellence wvhich mnore thian
atIl tbers tends to, display the wonlder-
fl genius of their gifted author, it is
tht' distinct deliniation of the cbarac-

ters to wliicb w'e are introduccd. Well
lias it been saicl of Shakespeare tlîat
"bhe lived in eacb and every one of
bis cbaracters." Tbe astute villain
lago, the grasping, sanguinary Sby-
lock, the morose anid revengeful Hain-
let, thie hypocritical but well-meaning
Brutus, thie ovcrly anîbitious Lady
ïMacbetlî, tbe loviîîg and true-bearted
Cordelia, ail alike forin suitable sub-
jects for tbe poet's v'ersatile fancv, and
ail alike are v'ividly depicted by the
poet's nlev.er-failing- peui.

Nor clid the bard of Avon confine
his attention to serions personages
oîîly. The bui-orous side of life lias
also proved attractiv'e for bim ; and
one of the vcry bcst characters in any
of the forty,-tlîree dramnas assigned to,
hini is to be found iii " King Henîry
IV" ini tbe person of tbe kaug-
creatiîg Jack Faîstaif. On bis very
flrst appearance we arc amuscd ; anld
bis uîanycorpulency recalîs tbe
w'ords of the oId song "'He wvas thiree
feet one wv and fiv'e feet t'otlîer, and
lie weigbed five bundrecl pounds."
Ile is ilot, Ilowver, the dulI, idle,

hbappy go0 lucky" individual tbat bis
appearanice wvould indicate. To knowv
bîni we rnust study Iiini. His every
move Crives ns ilnsigbt inito some niew
phase of luis cbaracter.

First we see bini as a senisualist,
Ifat-wvitted wvith drinking old sack

anid sleeping upon benches after nioon."
Sack, a certain kind of wine, is his
favorite drinîk. He proclainis it to be a
generator of good wit, and thiis leaves
us to infer tbat it is because lie likes
to be wvitty, rather thian because lie
likes tbe sack itself, tlîat lie consunmes
it wvith sncb cag-er rusto. Whethier
or not bis frequctît potions hiave any
real bearing on the miatter, he is
ccrtainly botb vcry hunliorous and
vcrv witty ; and thoughi the detection
of thie enornîous lies for wvhicbi lie is
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