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Now and thoen cone,, into the world a great soul, eoiabined
with a powverftil intellect, whicli lias power te make its presence
feit as one of the supreme facts of au agea uman beingr speak--
ing to ail othier himaî bcings-a man or a woianî iitlî a word
for ail otiier mren and %voinen. Thiese :are tlîey %vho mark eras
in history andi literature. Sucli were sottie of tie great uinids
'«hon '«e have iilreîdtty studied. Sucli pr<eninointly w«as site
'«hoîn 1 do not liesitatu toe ai the novelist of tie century, our
great woma)-writci; Georixc Eliot.

Ail hat eoa, Eliot %vas, cannot be told. Site had miany
phases. Wli.t lier influence lîa-: been. cinot be cstimated.
Out of a heart, ctinl paissioxate syinpathy wvitm universal
lIumait'y, site lias spoken iii fervent words that cati nover fali
lighitly. Shie appears; to us lu iianyv li'glits-A-s womnan, -.s
schiolar, -is athlor,.-iud ais p1ii1o.opier. In inany lighlts, too, hais
-site liceui hold before the ptubli.c-sttdctd, discused, criticised,
condenue1, adinircd.

To ipreqenit lier broad personality counpieteiy, '«ould require
lie scope of volumnes, and whio would <lare te expeet success in
t.he effort te do se ? To atteuupt even te otiiue lier life and
'«ork- '«ithin Mhe limits of a single afternoon's telk, produces a
singulair seuse of embax-rassient.

-So largo and important, is the subjîeet of George Eliots
%vork, lier influence on literature aînd on life, thaât tinie eau be
t.akenci for onl3- the briefcst sketch of lier hiistery, iutcrest.ing a
et more detailed account of it ight be. For those '«ho wishi to
studv it uürhmer, there is excellenit aterial provided in Miss
Blind'S - Life of George Eliot" (Fainous WVonmen Series), lu
4George Eliot, her Life, NIritiings and Pliilo.sophyv," by George

Willis Cooke, and in the only dutailed Memnoir, in thirec volums,
based upon thme novelist's own journais amud letters,mad edit-ed
by lier hiusband, JAV. Cros. t addition te thoc-se, Pooles Index
'«ili give refereuces te ahinost innumacraieble nagaîzine articles of
biogra phicaîl ind critical iterest

-1I.tpçr readl leforc a Iiielîrmy club>, Torontîo.
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