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trher efturts,and furnishing the proper atten-
uon awmd nourishment for the prosperty of the
tree  [o order to efivet this, observation and
experunents are necessary ; and ordinury enre
and attention to the methud presenbed abuve,
will be sutlicient to accomplish our purpose.
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COLOWIAL.

LOWER GANADA—LORD GUNFORD'S SPLEGIL

Leaistarivee Councit. Cnamsen,

Tuesday, 2th Oct'r.
This day at one o’clock, ths Excellency
the Governor tn Chuet came downn state to
the Legistauve Council Chawber, and being
acated on the throne, the Gentleman Usher ot
the Black Rud was sent down to the House
of Assemsbly to commnnd their attendance be.
fore s Excellency, und the Nousc being
eome up His I2xcellency was pleased to open
the second session of the Filteeuth Provincial

Parlinment with the followsng Speech ¢

Gentlemen of the Legislative Conncil,
Gentlenten of the House of Assembly,

Itis in no ordinary circumstauces thnt I
meet you, and contequences of vast impor-
tance depend on the umpression you tnay re-
ceive from my words.  Dissentions have al-
most arrested the course of Government. ‘The
supplies requred for earrying snto execution
the laws by which snciety is held together,
have now for a considerable period been with-
held.  Themost urgent amd contlicting stute-
ments of numerons grevances made by ad-
verse parties, have been borne to the Throne
of ITis Mujesty; but accompanied with ex-
pressions of an apprehiension that the Mum-
sters of the Crown might not have that prac-
tical and local knowledge of the Province,
which is necessary for the discernment of the
most approprinte remedies. Iam sent amongst
you therefore, not only as your Governor, but
asg the head of a Commussion upon which the
task is impesed of enquiring fully, and upon
the spot, into the complainis, which have been
mnde; and of offering to the Kmg, and to
the councils by wheel the Throne 1s surround-
ed, the deliberate conclusions ol the Com-
Inissioners. .

There are sume cases in which the Execu-
tive power of the Government will of atself
be sufficient to apply a rvemedy; in others,
though, he cannot act by lmself, yet with
the help of one or both branches of the Pro-
vineial Legislature, he may efliectually aceom-
plish what is required; there are others in
which the Laws aid Institutions of the Uni-
ted Kingdom make it impossible for us, with-
out the enactinents or sunction of the anth -
rities in England, to effect what is asked ; so
that if we were to net we wonld be acting une
lawfully, if we were to make Laws, they would
be binding upon no one,

If these distinctions nre borne in mind whilst
I state to you the commands [ have received
from s Majesty, and the pulicy to which 1
shall adhere, I am confident that I shall sa-
tisfy all impartial minds of the magninimity
and wizdom with which His Majesty bas lis-
tened to your complaints; of the resolution
which has been taken to redress every griev-
ance under which auy class of His Mujesty’s
Caunadian snbjects may lahour,and of my own
determination to do all of which I am capn-
ble, in giving effect to those generons and
wise intentions.  As Governor, I will excente
with alacrity, impartiali'y and tirmuess, what-
ever I am competent to do of myself; as head
of the Praviucinl Legislature,I will zealously co-
operate with its other imembers in the redress
of every evil they may find oceasion to correct;
as Commi: sioner, I pledge myself that a prompt
but careful examination will be made of those
still weighticr mntters which depend upon the
bifghest powers of the empire; and that hav-

ing with the maost anxious thought and solemn
deliberation, arrived ut our conclusions, the
Commissioners will stute them with an ear-
nestness of purpose, calealated to give addi-
tional foree to the authonty which they ought
to derive irom havsng been decmied worthy of
so grave a charge,

[nwhat [ shall now proceed to communicate,
it 13 0t my design, wor am [ authonsed by
s Majesty, to condemn or upplaud generally
the eonduct of any one ; the abotement of dis-
sentions, and the conciliation of ndverse parties,
are the opjects at wiich [ aim: the good will of
the Canndinns of nll ranks and clusses; the con-
fidence of tha representatives of the people, the
respect of all branches and members of the
Government, are what I ardently desire to carn
and to retam, and 1n this I hope to succeed,
becanse | am conscious that my intentions de-
servait,  \With as much freedom from fear or
favour as I bave promised to art, 1 will now
speuk of the things of which you have com-
plamned, and of the remedies winch 1 hopo to
see applied,

It 13 aftirmed that the French Origin of the
majority of the inhabitants of Lower Cannda,
has been made a pretext tor excloding them
from office and employment, and fur retuning
them 1n a state of political inleriority. 1 dis-
claim on the part of lus Majesty, and of the
Brtish People, so ungenerous a motive. $nva
ing long ago become a partof the famly of Bei-
tish subjects, our constitulton recognises no-
thing, as a mark for disfavour, which may de-
note tho extrangement of their ancestors 1n a
tormer century. [t regards nothing in the
sredent generationas demestt, save nusconduct,
The circumstances which first united this coun-
try with the Briish Emire, must necessanly
hiave occasioned (or somo tme afterwarda an
exclusion of s prior inhabitants from offices
of government, and the bias thus unavoidably
recewved may in soma degres have fluenced,
cven to the present day, the course of affuse.
Neuher st possitle, in the distribution of po-
btical offices at uny tune, or in any crcum-
stunces, to e guided entnely by a reference
to the numbers of mdividuals who may be
eomprised in tius, or n that class, Butl as-
sure you that in this respect, my instructions
enjuin upon me the vimost impartiahity, and an
entire dsregard of distinctions derived from dit-
ference ot onpin, Fitness for the ttust s the en-
terton to which mamly, if not entirely, 1 am to
{uook,—and [ do uot hesitate to avow the opi-
nion, that w evary country, to be ucceptable
to the great body of the people is one of the
most essential elements for public station,

So great s the solicitude of his Majesty to
take the most effectunl security agminst the oc-
currence of any ubuse in the distnibuation of His
patronage, thut he has commanded the adop-
tion of arrangemeants designed to elicit u tar
tore parttenlur account than hieretofore, ot the
exercize of this part of Hhis delegated authanty
in Luwer Cunadu; and he has been fuitaer
pleused to direct that all ailices 1 His gue, ot
which the emolaments shall exceed a stated
sum, shall not be granted except under the
Public Seal of the FProvince, 10 pursvance of
warrants 1o be issued for that purpese by Ihis
Majesty.

Complaint is alzo made that incompatible
offices aren some cases held by the same
person. In whaisoever degree this grevance
may be found to casst, lus Majesty has signi-
fied to me his expectation that it shouid be
completely remedied. Commencing wah the
mghest, I have formed the opwnion that it tg
nesither night nor consstent with the whalesnme
separation, and independence of the pruetpal
hodies of the Government, and with the dianny
of thewr tnespbers, that out of the -lunted num
ber of ‘Executive Counciilors in this Province,
several shuuld licld ofiices under the - Liegisla-

tive Council and House of Assembly. I desire
however that it may be understood that no dis-
satisfaction with tha conduct of the members of
the Executive Council, nor any mark whatever
of [lis Majusty’s displensure 18 intended (0 be
conveved. ‘T'he immediate retirement of those
geatlemnon who prefer to retain their appoint-
ments under the Legslative body, might
embarrass or interrupt the preceedigs of the
Court of Appeals, but L felt it my duty to im-
part to them the conclusion to which my mind
hud como: 1 shall communicate the same opr-,
nion to the proper wsuthorities at home, aud I
entertain no doubt that as saon as their places
can be supplied, according to the forms pre-
senbed by law, effect will be given to the wish
they havo expressed to relinquish their seats in
the Ixecutive Council. My views ave not
himited to these cases, No union of incompal-
ible or incongruous offices will be willingly ac-
quiesced 1n by me: but [ wish to be understood
as speaking of offices of whick the duties can-
not convenently or with propriety be dischary-
ed by the sawie person.  lu some instances, the
division of offices is nerely nominal, and the
duties are mare convenicotly discharged by
one person, than they can be by two, In other
instances, the snlary of the oflice is so small,
orits dutv so seldom colled for, that without a
union with some other, the employment could
only be made acceptabe to u competent person
by the increase of emolument,

It 18 stated 83 a grievance that the Govern-
ment has al various imes refused 1o give the
Legislature access to accounts, and other do-
cuments which were necessary for the prosecu~
twn of its enquirics, sndjthat the Kxccutive has
not, in all cases, communicated, when request-
ed, the despatehes nhich have passed between
the Colonial Departinent and the local gavera-
ment. His Majesty’s government fears thst
the Assembly muy have been exposed to some
inconvenience from this source. “T'ho rule
which § nn instructed to follow, is a freedom
from all unnccessary reserve; 1 am command.-
ed to withhold no information (rom the Provin-
aial Legsslature which can be commumicated
without a violation of confidence, or special de-
tritnent to the public service ; and, in particu-
lar, : am 10 offer you the fullest assistance in
mvestigating every thing coonected with the
revenue and with finance, There 18 senrcely
any document within the pawer of the Goveru-
ment, which it will not always Lo willing to lay
before you, except those confidentinl commu-
nications with 1he authorities at home, or with
1ts own officers here, winch, it is obvious, could
not be made publicn all roses and at al} sea-
sons without extreme inconveniencd. As an
carnest of the sincerity of those intentions, 1
have given directions that a copy of the annual
return, generally known as the Blue Buok,
should in future be presented to each branch
of the Legislature; and since correct informa-
tion on the statustics of the Province is an ob-
ject of general importance, 1 invite yout aseist-
ance in rendering all returns of this nature aw
accurate and as comprehensible as possible,

The two (fequent reservation of bulls for the
sigmfication af His Majesty’s pleusure, and the
delay in commumecating the King’s decision
upon them, ts a grnevance of which His Majes=
ty%s Guvernment are sohcions to prevent the
tecurrence. 1 shall cons der the power of re-
serving Bills as a right tu be employed not
without much caution, nor except on some
evident necessity. llis  Diajesty’s Guvern.
ment also undertake on their past to bestow the
most prompt attention, on every question- of
this nuture, which.may be brought under their
notice; and especially, that no -measure having
for s object the institutiun . the Provinves of
any Colleges or Schuols for the sdvancement of
Chnisuan Knowledge or Souud Learomg shalk

hurealtsr be uanecessantly deferteds. . .



