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talk about there being plenty of land. A large portion is reserved
for school purposes, the lludson's Bay Comnpany has a nice littie
slice Of 7,ooo,ooo acres, and otixer landed monopolies of one kiind
and another miay be counted by the dozen, to say notLling of the
large acres held by private speculators. Tiiese lands already with-
dra-wn froin, the public domain are largely the pick and cîxoice of
the country. When flhe wvater surface and lands not valuable for
agriculture are counted out, the portior of the public domiain stili
undisposed of will flot be so large as is generally supposed.

But it inakes no difference what ainount of land reunains, the
granting of lands to, corporations or private speculators is iniqui-
tous in principle. XVere flue quantity of land tenl tinies as great
as it is, there -would, stili be every reason for denouncing the
policy. The public lands should be hield for the people. There
is no use iii trying to encourage settiement, and then following up
a policy w'hich w'ill effectually block it. There is no use iii squan-
dering înoney to bring in immigrants, and then adopt a policy of
creating luge landed nonopolies to drive fixe settlers out of tîxe
country. The recent census returns were not satisfactory iii point
of increase in our population. Thiey indicate that solue chianges in
our public policy are necessary to encouragre settleunent, and induce
our people to remiain at homne. The iinia-.-xneiit of the public
domain is onie of tlue inatters wvhicli should be considered and re-
formed, to this end. IS-asterui Canada is interested iii the settie-
mient of the west. Business people there look in this direction to
find a market for their manufactures, and to exteiud theïr business.
The people of the east should therefore bestir theunselv es, as -%vell as
those of the wcst, ii dleinanding a cessation of land grants at once.

It seeuns strange that, this land question lbas been allo-wcd Io
slide along as it lias. During flic past few ycars, The Conzmcdal
lbas several tinues raised a warîîing voice, but the people of the
west evidently fail to comprellend even to a sliglit extent the
enornity of the interest at stake, and the terrible cvii -%vhicli has
been fastened. upon the country. It is to be hoped that the figures
given above 'will conie as a revelation to, the people,:aind that, sucli
a deniand wvill be nmade as ivili effectually stop this cvil policy.

Not only slîould, tlîe customn of granting lands cease at once, but
au effort slîould be muade to repair soine of thxe injury already
doue. In. cases whiere corporations bave not earned. fle lands
granted tlieni, they sluould be lîcld strictly to thxe conditions upon
Nvhich the grant has becu. given, and any failure to, fulfili these
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