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CANADIAN PATRIOTISM.
N our last izspe we had much pleasure {n publiahi
fng & letter from a Western correspoictent, in
which he describes the ntense teclings ot atlection,
with which Canadianz dwelllng among our neighbours
regard their own country and its fn<tatutions. That
our correspondent draws a true picturo of the vast
majority of Canadians in the United States is unques-
tionablo, although, unfortunately, there are a fow un-
worthy oxceptions to be found here and thero It i3
cn tho growth andiextensron of this sentiment thattho
*« Dominton’* must repose 18 chief hope of future
greatness.  We must learn not ounlv to love our coun-
try, but to be proud of it, as tho land of our residenco
or birth. Until wo have lcarnt to do this, fully and
uureservedly, we cannat take rank among the nations
of thoe world, but be looked down upon asan fuferior
race, Confed-ration has opcned a new fla'd for us in
that respect, and it is ono of the pany advantages it
is calculated to confer upon us  Hitherto in England
wo wore looked at as mere Colonists, who did not
como up to tho imperial standard of humanity and
our Amorican Cousins always aflected to consider us
as minors {n anecternal state of pupitage.  But weo have
now changed all that, and it should bo our endeavour
henceforth to make the nawmo of Canadian in tho new
what thatof Englishmen isin theold. And why shouldd
it not be so” Wehave a noble conutry, teeming with
wealth and beauty; we live under good and jnst laws.
wve possess unbounded freedom, with entire security
of person and property; and if the whole continent js
not ours, we own 8 fuir share of it fromn the Atlantic
{0 the Pacific coast  Caunadiane therefora  have
good cause to lovo their countrv. and they will have
more reason to do £o, by and bye, or the fault will be
our own.
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THE CURRENCY QUESTION ’

E published in our last 13sue, without comment,

a lotter signed T G B advocating the iutro

duction into the Dominion of Canada at large, tle i

system of currency at present existingin Nova Scotia, i

but we do not wish to be crneidered as holding the |

same opinion on this subject as tho writir of that

letter, and will proceed to show how unwise and even
unjust such & measure as that hie proposes would be.

The reasons given by T G B in favour of tho pro-
posed change are twwofold, and are fint, that we should
be ablo to make use of the Rritish entus tn cirenlation i
without the trouble of making caleulations fnvolving |
fractions, as at present necessary where thie sovereinn i
stands for §4 86 instead of asin Nava Scotia, for £, |
and second that adopting the system of the Nuva i
Seotians would bea graceful fand to usnnt very costly i
comphiment to thew in return far the strong disliko }
which many of ther eutertain to the idea of confed- i
eration, a sort nf “ Sap to Corberus,” to induce thom |
to be goad children and behave themsclyos. '

Now, in the firet prace, the amunt o f Brinshi gold i
and British silver in circulation in thewe Pruvinces s i
emall as compared with the entire volume of coin in |
circulation, ard the caleulations of fructional valucs
troublezome to people of weak arithmetic, are, here at
least, a3 well as in the Provinee of Ontario, sv vcca- '
sional, and in fact gx uruenal that they may bu very |
well left out rf the accrunt  Very litth g ld of any |
xjnd is in circulation awd @« the British sluiling passes i
currently for one fourth nf a d Mar it 1 readily seen \
that the use of Bntish ccin g3 Nitte o1 no annvy. |
ance. In New Brunewick, thire ore juslaps, mory !
English sovereigns tn circutati v in jr jurtion, than )
in Ontario and Quebee, and the Lend fit of the proposed \
change would undoulted'y apjear greater, and the i
injury less, to the public of that Privine .

Weo may lay it down as a rrinciplc, which caunu
Do controverted, that any change inude iir tho vaiue
of coins, while their dennmina’len re maius the same, |
is mcst impulitic, unless the gaue to Lo duaved there- |
from be very grest and very apparent  The chango \
made here, Bome mne years ago, introduciog the
decimal system, was one which did nut alter a single
value. The pound, currency, was then, as it still s,
the preciso equivalent of four d.llars, and the calcu.
Iat1ons invulved 1o aitertog buoks ot accvunt from the
old to the new currency were mmple and easy Bo |
sides, oxcept where Government could directiy juter- |

|

|

fere, such as public uflices, &c¢, no cumpulsivn was
possible and avne attempted  Thuse wno so prefer
can still and do stilt reckon by pounds shillings, and |
pence, 80 keep thelr Ywcke, 8 show lhear profs au
tho end of the 5ear  The chauvge was o nomival, not |

{ be in a condition to resume specie paymerts, and the

a real one, and contequently did no ono any harm
Ihe change from our present system to that of Nova
Scotia would be real and would involve a complote
change of value in uvery existing contract, whother
that value hiad beon expressed in pounds currency, or
in dollars and cents. Qur entire Bank aud Govorne
ment Noto circulation would at once bio at & premium,
utiless tha dollar of the new system should by Act of
Paritament be a Iegal tender for tlio agreoments to
pay made under tho old system, and until every old
nota was withdrawn from circulation, there would bo
the curious anomaly of notes passing side by side,
simiiar in denomination while different in value. Al
Government and railroad bonds and mortgages, all
securities now in oxistence, atl annuities, would have
a changed value, white nomioally they svould bo the
samo. Bricfly, there would bo ondless confusion and
trouble, and for a very questionable gain,

In reply to the second reason that the changoshould
be made to soothie the (eelings of the antl-confederates
in Nova Scotia, who have veen dragged into a hated
unton with New Brunswick and the Canadas, we have
only to eay that thoso opposed to confodoration who
would preter to havo the doliar remain of the present
value vastly outnumber thoese who would ke to sco it
made the fifth of the pound sterling; and however
graceful it might reein to yicld to tho wishes of our
maritime friends, the matter is ot altogether toc great
importance to be so lightly dealt with, \Would not
our correspondent alzo advise that the currency of the
Dominion sbould be altered to suit the tastes of the
little colony that would not join us at all, and in that
way make things agreeablo to the P E Islanders It
wmight be a good stroke of policy.

The simplo way out of the coin difficulty is this let
us have a mint of our own, and ‘coin our own gold,
making it tho only legal tender  Comparatively little
18 needed to carry on the business of the country!  We
alrcady have a large amount of Canadian silver and
copper colns, and whenever tho United Steies shall

silver of that country flow back to its proper place,
our coins will at once coma into general use The
proposed chango would bv no means relieve ms of the
“stlver nuizance.” There would still be a surpius of
silver, and tho fac"that its nominal approached moro
nearly its intrinsic value, would only have the effect
of reducing the ratoe of discount when sold or used in
large amounts, and would not bave the practical effect
ot making it alegal tendor excopt in rotall transactions

By gradually obtaining a sufficiently large curréncy
of our own, foreign coing of differing values woild bo
elbowed out of the country. and an end would bo put
to the annoyances from which wo have suffered for so
many years in this regard.

Whilo on tho subject of coinage, we wish to call
attention * o another branch of it, which though com-
paratively more local in its character, is novertheloss
ot fmportance. We alludoto the oxistenco and general
arculation of what pass for pence and half-pence,
Canadian bank tokens, Englich ponco and half-penco,
any copper com in fact of about the right size, brass
buttons, &c., &e.  Wero these once called fn {and the
total amount cannot bo very great) and cents only put
in circulation, a great gain would at onco be obtained
and the decimal system would mako greater advance
amongst the ignorant classes (who in the main
adhere to the shillings and pencelin one year than it
has done mn the nine veara that have elapsed since its
introduction into Canada  We trust our Goverament
may sece the importance, if not the actual necessity of
tahing the necessary steps to accomplish that which,
whilo not costing much, will bo & great boon to very
many people.

PEACE OR WAR?

MIUUUH tho rumours of warlike preparations by
I Frauce aud brussia may not be of such deep and
immediate unportance to us in this country, as thoy
arv to the ueighbours of theso tiwo great powers, yot
a war Letween them would have no small influence
on our agriculture and commerco; vicwed in that
light aivoe, then, we must regard tho question with
attention &nd interest.  Wo have on former occasions,
spuken of the bearing of a great European confl{ct on
our trade, and necd not repeat what wo then sald.
But i the evident joatousry and distrust existing be-
tween Prussia and France culminate in s war? It is
difficult to conceive what they have to fight s bout
E muce, if successial, might ncquire, as she has beforo |
acquired, the Provinces lying between hoer snd tho |

Rhiine; but it is all but impossibloithat aha could re-
tain them {n opposition to thoe strang Toutonte foelings
of tho Inhabitants generally, Dacked by tho rest of
Germany, North and South, Catholio and Protestant

Nor, on the other band, can we see that Prussia, busy
in the conrotldation of her newly acquired dominiona,
can be anxious for a war with France, or any of thg
other leading natfons. If she really entertalned such
a wish, it strikes us that sho lost her opportumty, by
arranging the Luxemburg dispute, as she waa then
fully prepared for a conflict, while France was far less
80 than shejs now  Stili, wo much fear that the peaco
botween them {3 littlo more than an armed truce, aud
wo suspect that the day ot a deadly struggle, in which
they ~hall comtend for supremacy, i3 not very
distant.  Prussia, collecting under hor banner tho
entire German raco, and with her unequslicd milh.
tary organlization, would be a rival suchas Franco has
not encountered sinco the times of Charles tho Fifth
and Phslip the Second; and sho wilt not resign her
posit on as the first power on tho Continent without a
long and flerco struggle, fu which, indecd, it is proba.
blo she will bo successful, Yet, it i3to bo doubted if
Napoleon will not shirink fromn a conflict fu which ho
will have so much at stake, for if beaten in it, it would
be the ruin of himself and his dynasty. Tho result of
tho war batween Austria, Prussia and Italy, has given
a licavy blow to his prestige, to which the Mexican
misadventure has been still snoro fata); and thedeleat
of France by Prussia would fill up the measure ot his
offcnces against tho national pride aid glory. The
act, then, when ft occurs, will sikely bo that of the
French people rather than of the Government. Une
strong inducement for Prussia to keep the peaceis tho
attitudo of Austria towards her. We havo scen a lot.
ter from an Austrian officer of high rank, which de.
seribes the feelings of the Austrian army fn connec.
tion with the disssters of last year. 1t is burmng
with a desire to revengo its defeats, which are wholly
attributed to the Incapacity of Benedek, and which
officers aud men are determined to retrieve whenever
tho opportunity can be ruatched at. But Austria, at
this moment, has enough to do at homo, withiout
thinking of attacking other countries. So, on tho
whole, wo should bo inclined to say that, whatever
may be in reserve for Europe, the chances, this yeoar,
are in favor of peaco.

A PLEA FOR CHEAP POSTAGE
HE subject of postal reform is one of eo much im
portaice to averybody, aud is 3o entirely outside

of mere political considerations, that wo cannot afford
to Jetit drop The oxperienco of every day seems to
accumulate additional reasons why the very necessary
project of a reduction of postage throughout the Do.
minion should be at onco carried into effect ‘The
astonishing resuits of tho cheap postago system in
Great Britain is full of encouragement. and should
stimulato us to follow in the samo path with tho least
possible delay.  Tho Jast quarterly returns of revenue
published in England show some extraordinary facts
in connection with the postal system of Great Britain
We quote the following from the London 7imes

** The Post Offico receipts * sava the Times, ' form
perhaps, tl.o most remarkable items in tho uarterly
returns  Thoy prudaced £1.150,00, or &80.(?)0ln ex-
cexs of tha retaro of 1966 The roturn uf 1660 Was ttseit
4100.000 10 excess of 1865, so that i two years tha re-
cerpts of tho Post Oflice fn tho second quarter of the
year have rigen frum L9900 to £1,160,000. It fe
satisfactory also to abserve that the growtih ot the
Post Oflice revenun has been very striking throughout
the past six months, Kor some reason not easf y dis-
cernible, the incumaoe of the Pust Uihce is always less
tho first half of the year than in the second. Bearing
this fo mind, the Post Oflicereturns for the six montis
which ended on Saturday, are full of hope  They
show an income of +2 250,000, or £176,000 in excess of
the corresponding six months of 1356, and tno ncomo
of tho balf-year on which we have just entered, may
iairly be expected to show a similar fnerease ' Thoe
estimate of Post uflice revenuo in 1867-8, framed b
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ltberaf as it was, wifl
a{)parcml be fulfilled. and we may cven hope that
tho sum ot 14,650,000 anticipated, will be found mare
than realised at the end of the year. Itis nosmall
testimony to the efliciency and ¢ 1CApNess with winch
the work of the Yost Oflice fa in general performed,
that 8 revenuo of more than four millions ‘and a hals
shourd be oblatued without remonstrance: but the
policy of reaping so large an income from such 4
sourceis, st least, open to question Chicap as the ser
vico 1§, it i3 plain from the proGt on it that it could be
performed stil more chearly, and a monopoly ap the
part of tho State ouf;m aut to bo convertod nto a
moans of excessive gain. Theamazing influence which
a oheag post has bad {n the past quarter of g covtuy
apua the diffusiun ot krnowiedge and the eduention of
the poople, sliould encoursge somo of our reformers to
enquire whether iis surplus rovenue might not bo



