
LESSON 1-October 6th, 1895.

The Time ofthe Judges. JUDGES 2: 1-12, 16.
(Coarnit to incinorj terec8 11, 13 ami 16).

GOLD)EN TEX : "The Lord raised up judges, wvhich delivered theni." Judgcs 2: î6.
PROVE THA'r: God is merciful to the penitent. Mal. 3: 7.
SIIORTER CATEtcHISM. Reviev Qucsts. 1-3.
LESSON HVMNS. Children's Hyizal-Nos. 8, 89, z4, 88.
D A ILY PORTIONS. Mà4>zday. The Tume of the Judges. judges. 2: 1-1o. TtiC$day.

The Time of thejudges. Judges. 2: 11-17. Wed>zesday. A sad'history. Judgcs. 2: 18.23.
Thursday. Command and warning. Nuni. 33: 50.56. Friday. Forsaking God. JeR. 2:-

4-13- Satturday. Follyofdisobedience. Ps. 81: 8.6. Sabbath. Unfaithfulness. Ps. îo6:
34.45. (T'he I. B. R. A. Selections).

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.
INrROl)UcTORy. The book of Judgcs contains the history of the Israelites froin the death

ufJoshua to the birth of Samuel. It illustrates the sad consequences of not "wholly folloving
the Lord." The Canaanites were not ail driven out, and those who reinained corrupte<l the
people so that they frequentiy lapsed into idolatry of the grossest kind. When they repent-
ed, after suffering divine chastisernent, (Sod raised up 'lJudges," leaders of abiiity and cour-
age, wvho deiivered them frotn th eir oppressors and restored his worship. The book of Judges
gives an account of this transition turne in the history of England. It stretches fromn the death
of Joshua to-that of Sanison, and covers a period variousiy estimnated at froîn 300 to 400 years.

LrEssON PLAN. 1. A Penitent Peopie. vs. 1-5. IL. Forgetful Descendants. vs. 6-1o.
III. A Merciful God. VS. Il, 12, 16.

1. A PENITENT PEOP-LE. 1. The Angel
of the Lord (R. V.)-This is not a prophet
or some other earthiy messenger of Jehovah
but the Angel of the Lord who is of one
essence with God. (Keil). This is inferred
froni the authoritative manner in which he
speaks <Gen. 16: 7, 9, 11; 22: 11; Ex. 3: 1 -6).
Compare ch. 6: 8 with 6: 11. Those who
understand the angel, or "'messenger," to
have been a prophet, suggest that it nmay have
been Phinehas. From Gilgal-It xvas there
that he had iast appeared (Josh. 5: lj3-15);
there they had renewed the covenant and
f 'rolied away " the reproach of Egypt; there
they had ceiebrated their first Passover, and
exchanged the marina for the new corn of the
]and; there the niemoriai stones were erected
and there they had soleminly recorded their
renewed consecration to Jehovah before the
aged Joshua. How the Angel manifested his
course wve cannot tell. It may have been by
a cloud as of oid, or a trail of iight like the
star which guided the wise men to Bethiehemi.
He made himself visible at a distance in
i Chr. 21: 15, 16 (2 Chr. 3: 1). Bochim-
This narne does not occur again. Since the
people were assembied for a reiigious purpose
(verse 5) it is probable that it is merely a
speciai titie for Shiioh %where the tabernacle
was. I wiII neyer b~reak my covenant
with you.-Provided you are true and faithfui
to yours. The first breàch of covenant shall
never-be laid to my charge. (Bush). (Gen.
17: 7, Ex. 6: 4; Mic. 7: 20; Luke 1: 55,
72-75).

2. League-R. V. "covenant" (Ex. 23:
32; Deut. 7: 2, 3; Josh. 9: 7, 12; 23:

12). Because they were in covenant with
J ehovah. "The command to every foiiover
of Christ is to make no league %vith our spiritual
eneieis. Our corrupt affections and lusts are
flot to be spared. It is flot sufficient to mnake
then pay tribolte, we must crucify and slay

thn;we must shewv theni no mercy; our
hiatred of themni rust bc irreconcilable and
incessant." (Bush). Break down their
altars (R. V.)-Ex. 34:. 23; Deut. 7: 5; 12: 3.
Nothing must remain to tempt thenx to
idolatry. Why have ye done this?-
L3etter, 'lwhat is this that ye have done."» An
exclamation of sorrowvful surprise. They had
ceased fromn their efforts to drive out the

1Canaanites and had made treaties with thein.
3. 1 also, said-Num. 33: 55; Josh. 23:,

13. The expulsion of these nations was to, be
a graduai process (EX. 23: 29, 3o; Dcut. 7:-
22) but it wvas flot to, cease until ail were

i driven out. 1'It is not an innocent thing to
1 suifer the presence of sin and give it equal
rights." (Cassel). As thorns in your
si des-R. V. marg. "shall be adversaries
unto you." The words "'as thoris " are in-
serted by our transiators fromn Nom.,,33: 55;
Josh. 23: 13, and the wvord for 'lsides>should
be, some think, " adversaries." A snare
unto you-The attractions of idolatry %vould
overcome their steadfastness. IlFamiliarity
blunts aversion, smooths away contrarieties,
removes difterences, impairs obedience."
(Cassel). The oniy safe course is to put
temptation out of the way (Ex. 23: 33; 34: 12;
Deut. 7: 16; Ps. 106: 36).

4. Lifted up their voice and wept-
%Ve have probably but a mere outline of the
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