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ing of Synod, to ap portion the sum of money to
be paid by the several congregations: and that
the Bishop _be respectfutly requested to inform
such committee of the amount, or probable
amount, of wmoney expeuded by him during the
preeediog year in’ the pertormance of the duties
of his offize.

Rev. F.D F wugquier will move—

6. That the word * annually” in the third line
of Article 3 be expunged, and the words ¢for
the term of three years” be inserted in its stead,

7. Rev. C. C. Brough will move a resolution
on the subject of Liturgical Revision.

COMMITTEES TO REPORT.

1. On the condition of Rectory or Parsonage
Houses, &c.

2. On the Memorial of the Song of Temper-
ance.

In- compliance with the resolution passed at
the last meeting of Synod, the following report is
printed by the Execative Committee, witbout,

however, in any way committing themselvey to its
contents.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF THE COM-
MITTEE UPON MINISTERIAL INCOMES.

Your committee, according to the instructions
they received from Symod in June last, beg to
offer the following abstract of their report * Qn
the most Scriptural and practical methods of
remedying the present insecurity of ministerial
incomes,” which they presented on that occa-
sion.

Your committee feel that the duty imposed
upon them is one of very solemn character, some
of the clergy being, at the present time, in cir-
cumstances of distressing perplexity ; a condition
In which the Church of Christ cannot permit His
ambassadors to remain, withogt herself incurring
deep guilt. In the view of your committee, how-
ever, it is the moral necessities of the people
themselves, the sad danger lest the Church should
languish from the want of an adequate number
of efficient and duly authorised Clergymen, and
the consequent sore punishment which the sordid
disobedience producing such ruin would be sure
to incur; it is these things that give to the sub-
Ject under cousideration its most vitg] importance,
especially, seeing that the famipe of the Word
and ordinances at present existiug in this Diocese
is something positively appalling.” Tyig religious
destitution, your committee are convinced, arises
from the want of any thing Approaching a secure
and adequate system of 8Upport for the clergy
and their families. The Church wishes her
clergy not ouly to be distingnigheq by sincere
piety, but also to be possessed of at least that
moderate scholarship so necessary for the defence
and elucidation of Gospel truth gng Apostolic
order; she would also bave them mey of general
informution and intelligence, and, if it may be,
distinguisbed by a certain degree of mental re-
finement and courteousness ;—all of which are
Certainly, more or less, essential to the complete
®Quipment of those who are to *¢ speak for God,”
:’E_‘é‘iw hold & gocial position Which ought, for the

“being of the commuunity at large, to be one
of the mogy influential
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‘ Especial consideration, therefore, should be given
to the heavy expenses which a clergyman’s
family and position entail upon him:—in the
pure training. and liberal education of his chil-
dren; that generous hospitality. to which the
clergy in this, as in other things, being ensamples
to the laity, are commanded to *‘be given;” those
abundant alms-deeds and liberal offerings to God,
by which it is so desirable they should be .dis-
tinguished; with a long catalogue of pecuniary
calls, to which their sacred profession and pro-
minent social status subject them; all of which
require that they shall be themselves raised far
above penury. Nor can a Clergyman pass by
these claims without decided injury to the influ-
ence of the Church, to his own usefulness, and a
painful lowering of self-respect.

Such are the desiderata, personal and relative,
which the church looks for in those who ¢ min-
ister at her altars;” but yet is it the smn of
Canadian churchmen, that our funds should come
so far short of affording » fitting maintenance for
such. & ministry, and, alas, still less will they
provide them so in any thing like sufficient num-
bers. -

Did we not know the church to be founded on the
Rock of Ages, faith itself would fail us we con-
templated this mournful state of things. But,
let it not be forgotten, that the accomplishment
of the promises, as they respect our own Diocese,
greatly depends upon our own faithfulness ; other-
wise, a8 Was the case with the Asiatic Chyrches,
our candlestick, also, may be removed. And
while your committee earnestly pray, ¢ God for-
bid,” they cannot feel that the fear is groundless,
80 long a8 the members of Christ are themselves
moving in a position which admits of the enjoy- |
ment. of ample earthly comforts, yea, thousands !
of them in positive luxury, but are yet withhofd-
ing from the Divine Treasury the means required
to support, in sufficient numbers and in a proper
| maoner, the ministers of the sanctuary ; for what

more certaiu evidence can the righteous indigna-
ltiun.of God require that < the love of many is
| waxing cold.”

Havingthus hastily glanced at the deep necessity
‘that exists for some energetic measures being
|adopted, and that immediately, if we would not
bave our Diocese gradually become a moral wil-
derness, and behold Ichabod, ¢ Forsaken of the
Lord,” 'written upon the church therein; your

wise upon the celibacy of a pﬁrochial clergy.—r

as for that of the receiver; hence e has ove!
required his people—in order to the cultivé¥ .
of an unworldly spiritin themselves-—indi"'d““’.
and with unceasing regularity, to pay to bim 8
tain fixed porvion of their ineomes—a lul‘Sfﬁ
tion of which He appropriated as the inberi’ b
of bis ministers; leaving it to the love of
people-to render to his service, in free-will om’"?‘*.
as oocasion might require, more than the 5“";
lated demands of bis law. So is it now; GonU'
the same, and his *‘chosen” are the same, ','
with vastly higher privileges than when "’“
tests of obedieut love were first iustituted. .I,.d
in gruce as in nature, the *‘seed” of the Cb '
‘“is in herself;” she is “a tree of righteoﬂs"y
the planting of the Lord,” and he designs Yoo
she should be ‘a tree in which is the fruit °{’
tree-yielding seed.”” Thus, while the love of ¥,
children i3 continually mauifested by these r“'ﬁ
payments and offevings to God, their innate &
fishness and npatural covetousness are 88
tivually kept in cheek. o
This is g duty, - therefore, concerning .‘(h» ;
more especially considering our natural r@
nance to itg performance, it is imperativelf
Cessary that the sauthoritative counsels o
Bishop and the Synod should be most disfi
heard. If, as your committee firmly hellea':'"
Divine law, enforcing, at least, the lowest 8%
of our payments to God, still exists, it is esse?’
on every account, that the sleepy conscienﬁe:.d
his cold-hearted chi'dren be aroused undl
really feel its sacred obligation. "]
our committee, animated themselves by % %y
Sense of the important truths contained l“fum
foregoing statements, beg leave most respect
to suggest as follows : — ot
Ist. That every means be adopted. by serm ]
tracts, &c., to convince the members o
church that God has a coutroversy Wl‘h’-‘
people in this day, because of their thhlw\o‘sp
ifrom bim and his cause—espcecially in the
of his priesthovd—a due portion of those eﬂ;p‘,
goods which he is continually bestowivg g
them. Yea, may it not be owing to thl’i’aﬁ
sin that such large portions of this fine cuﬂ‘hi)
are so frequently suhjected to a scourges e’,,;
r
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threatens to “‘cut off the meut hefore ouf
causing the husbandman and the vine»d!"s,s
be ashamed, and howl for the wheat and {9
barley, becau<e the harvest of the field 3%
ished ? "

| committee address themselves to the more direct
[ cousideration of the duty specially intrasted to
them, vamely, the suggestion of some means, in
accordance with
whereby it may be expected that an assured and
respectable support will be obtained for the clergy.
On this portion of their task, however, they

the principles of Holy Writ, |

et I

2ad. That, under the most binding Of
sanctions, the duty be eurnestly impresse o
them, of every christian setting apart a ¢
fixed portion of his or her income for the Py
maintenance of God's ministers and chureb- 4#
companied with the solemn assurance th®”
obligation is as strongly enforced by the pri®

eater with much diffidence, not because they
doubt that an exact and ample provision for this, |
a8 well a8 every other matter connected with the
church’s welfare, hag been made by her Divine
Head; but because ehristians have geuerally de- '
parted far from sacred principles, still your com-
mittee feel that they ought not to shrink, through |
coward fear, from the attempt to bring them back
to that only method of supporting the duly com- |
missioned servants of His sanctuary, which hasl‘
ever received the full sanction of Infinite Wisdom
and authority; and which, therefore, they are !
deeply convinced, can alone be ever completely |
successful.  Human schemes have been fully |
tried—land endowments, simple voluntaryism, ;
rented pews, &c., &c., but all, though valuable, ’
perhaps, as adjuncts, have failed in adequately |
supplying means for the proper support of g
sufficiently numerous clergy ; for no one of them |
was the method which the Most- High has insti-l

tuted for that purpose. In all his plans, He has
cared for the profit of the giver, at least as much -

of the Gospel as it was by those of the p:l“";(,’”
or Mosaic dispensations ; as is so plainly sb? cy;
mention a single instance, in that strikif® "

mand of St. Paul to the Corinthians, * Upfﬂ,,"’
I first day of the week let every one of you b[':‘

!him iu store as” (in proportion as) ** od Oy
‘prospered bim.” Your committee reuummehicbl |
|it be further stated, that theleast portion ¥ "‘gd:‘
Lord ever deigned to accept at his people’® oy
from the earliest patriarchial ages tot e-s‘: b
time, has been one-tenth of their iucvm‘jsbeob:'
it also be noted that under the Jewixh d i
(tion, which is declared by inspiration chrit'y
‘been the *“ pattern” of the heavenly, 0F jved
{ church, this tenth was, as before state ’ abol?
the priesthood, nor was even that ﬂ‘eh“d gﬁ
the patrimony which divine libem.ll(j: req® 3
vided for them. The Mosaic law f“"""'re for
about two other tenths to be paid, 07
temple and its services, and the om;eriﬂ :
poor. Thus, inclusive of free-will 1(',wx4 ov0
would appear that the faithful Israell




