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a substitute for it, no training them as indivi-

]
\

dunls fn the ways of holiness and building theut !
“our first number between himself and Squire

tipin the treth,  And as for pureiy wissionary
grovind whiclt 18 ot reduced to parochial limits,
1 shiall be disposed, instead of neglecting it, to
push forward the advanced guards of the
Chywreh as energetically as possible. I cannot,

- - et e - s+ s o e ot

147

Want of Parochial Buccoss,
Nor very long afier the conversation given in

Churchill, the Bev. Dr. Sancroft, about the
commencement of the new year, satin his study

© with feclings somewhat depressed, thinking over

however, say that the present system of olitaty -

itinerant missionarivs at all commends itself to
my judgment. I am a believer inthee! acy of
concentrated labor; I would concentiate it in
towns; I would concentrate especially in purely
missionary work; I would look back to the au-
clent days of the mighty conquests of Cluistian
truth over heathen orror, and from the wisdom
of the past I would endeavor to learn a lesson
both for the present and the future. Let us
concentrate two or three more clergymen in
Clackington, for example,” added the Bishop
smiling, “and I dare say that it will not be

long before some help will be extended to Mr. - .
¢ they had received from ill-taught and dissatistied

Straddle and his parish of Pleesemwell.”

“«I for one should most unfeignedly rejoice !

»

in such a concentration,” said Mr. Crampton.
“T only fearthat our present worthy Pastor will
hardly sympathize in my satisfaction.”

% No,"“answered the Bishop; «I fear hot. 1
counld not help observing that he was most anx-
ious to impress me with the conviction that he
was more than able to fulfill all the duties of
the place; but as I purpose very soon to coms to
Clackington and judge for myself, I do not de-
spair of making Mr. Slowton see that the in-
terests of men’s souls is his interest, for he gave
me the impression of being one whom by
kindly and earnest influences may be awakoned
to a true anxiety to labor more diligently than
from the statistics of the parish he appears to
do n

Many hours of the evening were thus spent
by the Bishop and Mr. Crampton in earnest
conversation, for the former looking upon the
Iatter a3 an old friend was unreserved in the
communication of his hopes and fears and plans
for the future. When they parted the Bishop
renewed bis promise of very shoily visiting
Clackinglon, and Crampton could not resist the
impulse of a devout mind in giving hearifolt
thanks to the Giver of all Good Gifis, who
in His gracious Providence had sent them a
chief pastor whose heart was so evidently in
his work.

the state of his parish.  IIe had not been very

long Lhe Rector of the village of Thornton, |

C. W, and when first he camne had found things
in a very low state; the services had been held
as seldom as possible, every approach to dis-
tinctive teaching had been cavefully avoided, the
Sunday school wats almost atnibilited, and pa-
rochial pastoral cave had been for long greatly
neglected ;—as the natural consequences of this
sad state of things, the Church had become
almost a by-word, and dissenting congregations

had attained a respectability dlld importance

scarcely to be seen in any other place of similar
size in the Province; this last fact was, of course,
to be attributed, in no little degree, to the aid

members of the Chureh:

Here, it wili be readily admitted, was a stato
of things quite sufficient fo cast a gloom over
the feelings of the earnest-minded Rector. Be-
sides, he had been disappointed. He had
fondly hoped that wiien the Church was pre-
sented to the people, with somewhat of her na-
tive energy, ahd her boly and beautiful services
celebrated with a regularity, earnestnesy, and
frequency betokening the esteem in which they
were held as Christ’s Lest earthly gifts to man,—
that then multitudes, or her own wandering
children at least, would bave flocked once more
to hersacred courts “as doves to the windows,”
grateful for the opportunity of thus “ecalling
upon the Lord in His IHoly Tetsple,” whense-
ever their own avocations permittedi but also
it had not been so at all to the extent which he
had hoped and prayed for. True, the congre-
gations were steadily inereasing, the Sunday-
school was decidedly prosperous, and the finances
were improved; but the communicanis wers
still a small portion of the attendants upon

churchy the Daily and Festival Services were.

sustaining an almost liopeless struggle Yot exist-
ence; while a parochial school in which human
knowledge, instead of proving a curse, might be
as God designed, a blexsing by being associnted
with the *fear of the Lord;"—liberal alms-
deeds, and eager readiness in other good works,




