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THE NEW GHICAGO LIST.

e —
ITHH«. lumber dealers of Chigago, says Z4¢ 1irticrman, have
yielded to the inevitable and wdvanced therr prices. At
least they have made a new list.  Perhaps strict enactness re-
quires 1t should be sand that dl_cy have not so much raned the
figures they were getting, as ll"’:)' have made a basis for future
advances; for itis certainly 8 fact that on many grades the
mecting attempted to do nothjyg more than to put into shape
pnces that have been asked ajgl received for some time back.
The stem of No. 1 fencing, fodgsample, was not really advan.
cod, though admitted to be the strongest thing on the hist.
The hgure cstablished—$15. has been current in thas
market for a couple of weeks, ;ﬁml 10 ats Jast aswe e Jum-
terman noted the fact that lhn.s%t"lock was held by some yards
at $10.  So far as fencing goes$ Ahe new hist merely bangs the
prces up to the plane that had bfen reached some days ago by
houses that Jead the market.  Anfd certainly, any conservative
wan must admit that $14 for coPmon boards, though 1t 1s a
distinet rise from previously rulipg hgures, 1s not a price for
them that can long obtain. Th% are sclling for $13 by the
cargo, including a liberal percentgge of culls, which leaves a
handhng il for the yards of an étcn dollar. Lumber cannot
bhe handled on such a margin,  Ehe picce stufl fist s putin
rather better shape.  The advand¥ of short lengths to $12.50
gives the yards about $2 margings which will let them ou,
though it will give them no ;:rca(i:rolit. But they have not
been in the habit of making muclanoney on their dimension
stock, and it is probable that mos?:f them will feel very well
pleased for the present, to beassurcgthat when they il a il of
ivo-ch lumber they are getting l)&k the money they snvested
in it

It is well known that the *“ofticl ¥ Chicago price lists, so
called, have had a bad reputationy  They have been known
to be unreliable and to be disregar@ed entirely in the business
of selling.  But there is reason togbelicve now that the old
ordet of things has, for the time at iy rate, passed away, and
that all thangs relating to these pricgg have become new. 7k
Tember1aan 15 inchined to put faith 4n the new hst which has
Ixen 1ssuted, because it concerves tHat tae prices rest upon a
basts of necessity and good Lusinesg sense.  The theory that
pnices can really be advanced by a é:cc liss mecty 15 explod-
ed. A price list meeting has no suéh function, as a matter of
fact. It cannot make values. Ifican by inquiry ascertain
what values are, and through cons&ation and by agreement
can secure concert of action to the dil that the price of lamber
and its actual value may be made to'orrespond,  When it un-
dertakes to go beyond this, and slraé its power to force prices
above a natural and healthy level@its deliberations become
farcial and its resolutions come to fught.

Itis fortunate thatin their actidh this week the Chicago
dealers kept carcfully within the ligits set by prudence and
good judgment. They have madegalist of prices that may
fairly be obtained.  They may be oﬂitamcd, not because they
are declared by a mecting, but bcr.'ausc they represent what
lumber 15 worth,

There is another goud reason whi the new hst should prove
one that will be observed by the tdide—at 1s smply the basis
of further advances that are certath to follow within a few
weeks,  There is the strongest ** bl ™ fechng i haaver that
was ever known at this season of th¢ year. It isa fecling de-
veloped out of the conditions of th&trade, and that is bound to
increasd.  As it transpires from ddy to day—and it certainly
will do so—that competing markfits follow promptly in the
lead of Chicago, and put up theif ligures to correspond, the
practicability of securing still bettg prices will become appar-
ent, and the necessary result wilkpe a steady upward move-
ment. A lingering fear of the dulf weeks about the Fourth of
July, led to the making ofa slight§ lower list than the strength
of the situation warranted, but § this respect if the dealers
made any crror it was on the Bight side. The mistake of
making their list too low, can befeasily rectified ; the mistake
of making it too high, hasalwgys proved demoralizing and
disastrous.
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larly, except on D, which wgs lifted to $24. There was con
siderable uiscussion over stfps, which were finally left about
as they have been quoted, fvith a provision that sixteen fect
strips be held one dollar higher than other lengths.  In floor-
ing, the practical changes]were on C, 6-inch, put at $24.50;
No. 1 Norway raised to $16.505 A and B, 4-inch, $33 and
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$31 respectively; Norway, clear, $23, B $21 and C $18; shup
lap was advanced to $15.50 and $10 for § and 10-inch; the
balance of the foring st was left wathuat much further
It was «lv:v.:lo;ul that there v a good deal of vana-
tiun in the prices maddon suling, and after some talk it was
decided to quote it $21.50 for clear, $20.50 for \, $18 for B,

_ $13.50 for C and $10 fdr D.  The price of caling was made

in proportion.  Commqp and cull boards were advanced de-

. cidedly over the pricethat have bean secured heraofore,
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They were made $14 for, Now 1, $12.50 fur No. 2 and $10 for
Nu. 3. Thick commoli wentup to $14 alw. The hist on

fencing was fived at $185.50 for No. 1, $13 for Do, 2, Stofor

Nu. 3 No. 1 Norway, %155 and g-anch common, 12 and 14 !

feet $13, and 16 feer $18% It was recommendad by the com
auteee that the D Bourmgt shoukd e left 10 the Now 1 quahity
of this surt of lumber. ?IUCC stufl was advanced to $12.50
fur 234 to 2310 -12, 14 and 16 feet.  For 2xn12 and small
umber the price was pulil $3.50. Up to 2v10 the price of
18 and 20 feet was settBd at $15.  The quotatons on the
larger sizes and longer v gthe may be found in our market
columns,  Cull climcn.\ugrl was abo advanced a wntle, 2 inch
plank of promiscuvus wiffths bung made $10, and 264 $11.
The shingle quotations wre established at $2.40 for estra |\,
$2.25 for chuice, $2.15 ¥or standard, and $2.20 and $2 for
estra and standard cedarfy Lath was put up to $2.10.

HOW TO SELECT GOOD TIMBER-

:

There are certain appgfrances which are characteristic of
strong and durable timberfifo what class soever it belongs.  In
the same specics of liml»ﬂ that specimen will in general be
the strongest. and most duggble which has grown the slowest,
as shown by the narrowm; of the annual rings.  The cellular
tissue, as seen in the medglfiory rays (when visible), should be
hard and compact.  The Yascular or fibrous tissue should ad-
here finmly together and sould show no woolliness at a fresh-
ly cut sueface, nor shonlg;l clog the teeth of the saw with
louse fibres,  If the woodis colured, darkness of color 1s 10
general a sign of strengt® and durabality.  The freshly cut
surface of the woud shoul@be fiem and shining, should have
somewhat of a translucent, appearance. A dull, chatky ap-
pearance 1s a sign of bad @mber.  Tn wood of agven species,
the heaviest specimens age in general the strongest and the
most lasting.  Among resfrpus woods, those which have least
tesin in their pores, and gmong non-resinous woods those
which have least sap or gu'@ in them, are in general the strong-
est and most lasung. It igstated by some authors that in fir
wood which has most sap yiv}oml, and in hard wood that which
itas the least, is the most dwrable ; but the universality of this
law 1s daubtful.  Timber jghould be free from such blemishes
as clefts or cracks rmlinlinj‘é from the center; ** cup-shakes ™
or cracks whi n partially sparate one annular layer from an-
other 5 V upsees, where the fibres have been crippled by com-
pressions ; V ¢ rimlgnlls,",Br wounds in the layer of the wood,
which have been covered add concealed by the growth of subs-
sequent layers over them #nd hollow or spungy places in the
centre or elsewhere, xmhc{éigthc commencement of decay. —

Chaago Lumber Trade /@Zrual.
LY

TREES ON 1}15 PACIFIC SLOPE.

EORGY H. Hamm, Eic well-known correspondent, who
is *doing” Britislz Columbia in the interests of the
Winnipeg Manitolan, wales as follows : ¢ The timuer sup-
L ly of the province is apprently ineahaustible, and will doubt-
less prove a minc of wealgh before many years.  Already ship-
m:nts are madeto the Atralian, South Amernican and Chinese
markets, but the volumdiof trade has not as yet reached the
proportion that it is capable of. The principal tree 1s the
Douglass fir, which ranges from four to twelve fect in diameter,
and from two hundrcﬁo three hundred feet high, It is
straight and tough, and apable of bearing a great strain, and
is almost uncqualed f’ bridging, framework and for ship.
Luilding, while its great length and straightaess make it especie
ally adapted for masts :Qxd spars.  Besides the D aglass, the
following trees are to L3found in the province—hz hists being
oltained from a work ifsued by the local government.  West.
ern hemlock, large, fqund on coast and Columbian niver ;
Englemana’s  spruce, i;::lslcm part of province and mterntor
plateau ; Menzie's sprce, very large, mostly on coast ; great
silver fire, coast tree of great size ; balsam spruce, abounds in
Gold and Sel' itk ranges, and cast of McLaw Us lake 5 Wil-
liamson's Alpine hemlocl,, too searce and too high up to be of
much use ; red pine (yellow pinc ur pitch pine,) a vancty of
the hehwy yellow piniof Califurnia and Orcgon, very hand -
sume, four feet in diapeter, common in dryer parts of the in-
terior ; whit,  pine, (dhountain pine, ) Columbia regivn —Shus-
wap and Adarms’ lahgs—also interior of Vancouver's Isknd ;
white-barhed pine, sall; western cedar (giant cedar or red
cedar,) wood pale, yellow or reddish color, very durable, often
found 100 to 130 feet high, and 15 feet thick ; yellow cypress
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' diameter, by a small fraction,
~ httle faster than this computs

tyellow cedary) mamland ¢ost, \ancouver and Jueen Charlotte
ilands : western larch (tamarac,) Rocky  Mountains, Sclkirk

d Gl panges, west o, Shuswap lake, large tree, yiclds a
strong, coarse, duralle wobd ; maple, valuable hard wood, on
\uncomver and adjacent idan s, tJucen Charlotte island amd
the maintand coast, up to 5'5 deg., atta’n.a diameter of fou
feet 3 vin: maple, very strong, tough white wood, contined to
coast ; yew, Voncouver and opposite mainland shores, very
tough and hard, and of a beautiful rose culor i crals apple,
along all the cvasts, woud yery hard, takes god polish, and
withstamds great wear ; alder, two feet thick, un the Lower
Iraser and alung coast, good furniture wood § western birch
(paper or canoe birdh,) Columbia region,  Upper Fraser,
Peace river, range and valuenot much hnown ; oak, on Nan
cowver island, 702fcet in helght, and three feet in diameter ;
dogwond,  Vancouver and Loast oppresite i arbatus, close
grained, heavy, resembling boa, reaches 50 feet in height, and
20 inches in diameter, found’'on Vancouver and neighboring
wslands ; aspen poplar, abounds uver the whole interior, reach
ing a thicknuss of twe feet. Three other varieties of poplar
are tound, commonly includad wmder the name cottunwoodl.
One does not extend above Vale, and is the same woad largely
used in Puget Sound to make staves fur sugar larrels for San
Franci~co. The other two kinds occur in valleys in the interior,
Mountain ash, in the interivr; Joniper {red cedar or pencil
cedar,) east coast of Vancouve, and along the shores of Kam-
loops and other lakes in the interior.

There are already some very estensive saw mills in operation
—and have been cutting for #quacter of a century -and yet
this branch of indusry is onlgt in its infancy. Not only is
there the trans-Pacific trade,Sgigantic as it should soon be,
but with cheap freight rates theltreeless plains of the northwest
could be readily supplied, nn«l-‘()mﬁlnhlc interchange of com-
maodities spring up. B

THE SPEED OF ~élRCULAR SAWS.

Cumpetent authonty has decitled after long experunents that
the nm of a arcular saw <hould travel about mne thousand
fe-t ur nearly two nules a unngte.  Following is a table com-
jrated 1o show the number of rc\‘?lmmn» a minute sans of dif-
ferent sizes shonld make to reach an average speed of 9,000
feet a minute Y-

Size Revs, a Size ‘q{k‘\'a. a Size Revs. a
of aw. minute. of Saw. aninmc. of Saw.  minute.
Sin......4,500 3oin...?;;.l,zoo 52 in.......700
1cin. . ..3,600 32in. 8,12 54 in ...07%
izin . 3,000 34in 3 1,038 56 in ..630
14:0......2,585 36in.. % .1,000 58 in.......02y
16in......1,222 38m..5%. 9350 6o in.......600
lsgn ...... 2,000 4o§n..j¥.. 900 62 in.....
20in 1,800 42in ¢ Sj0 64 in

22in 1,636 44in % 840 66 §n. .
24in......1,500 46in. ... Soo 68 in’......529
26n.. ...1,384 4S!n.. .. 750 70 1n.......504
28in......1,285 j0in.. 723 72 in.......800

o These caleulativns are bagd un the assuaption that the
circumfercnce is just three timds the diameter.  This assump-
ad the reader of course ander
¢ is more than theee times the
1&saw will in each case run A
on domands.  The speeds are

rposes.

tiun is fur case in computativn
stands that, as the circumfere

ncar cnough for all practical §

—says a traveller who has Jecently visited the Pacific coast:
Among the myn s of naturaf curiositics and wonder that <on-
front the visitor to the coast §f the North Pacific ozean, nothing

. impressed me so deep?, as the gigantic forests of Puget Sound,

. Thatarm of the

!

‘acitic 1s 249 miles 1n length, with a shore so
wregular and andented s plentifully with bays and deep

, harbors that it~ measuremgnt 15 over 1,800 miles in eatent.
. Along thus whole shore ingand extending thence on hoth sides

. broken area of forest trees
. few saw mulls have been

miles and miles farther thin the eye can see, is one vast un-

the like of which I never saw. A
ccted along the sound, and altkough
for several years they haye npped 509,000,000 feet of lumber
from these forests annuafly, these spaces made by what seem
hke tremendous inroads §n the umber, appear hike hittle garden
patches.  The markets for this product of these aulls in the
depths of the Washingtgn terntory wilderness is South Amen.
ca, Australt, Central Ameniea, and the Pacific ocean slands,
The great belt of virgin tmber covers 30,000,000 aures, an
area cqual to that of thé States of Massachusetts, Connecticut,
Vermount, and New Hampshire.  The forests are of fir, cedar,
maple and vther valuable wood.  The firs comprise two-thsrds
of the umber.  An uf?ci:d estimate places the amount of tim-
ber on this belt at 500,000,000 feet, enough to last the nulls
now there for wore than 1,090 years. The fir trees grow to
the cnormous beight! of 250 feet, and 1 have scen piles of
boatds cu  from the~y, not one board 18 wimich was less than
10 feet long and si\cht wide, without a knot from one end to
the other.
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