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Just-'l'lme To ''hink,

Thero wamnot very wineh tiag to tlink
1o could »co the muzsles of their guns
sliching out of the rochw, The Little
pmff« uf-muku that thoy enacted reens
od us mnocent as stray clonds g o
sunimer ahy, Oneo i o moent or ko
be' coulil xee tho red head-band of an
Apache as he aited-— that, the smoke,
tho rocks and the sunlight wero ymte
all bg conld ~ee,

And he was gomy at o full gallop
straight at thew, followsd by a pitiful
handfut of men—a bandfud that  eallid
a plateon mthowmmgmticant army of the
strongest nation on the eacth  Danfow
imnutex, »ecomds  perhapy, o would
cease to exidd, whatever that meant
Ho would bo xtinply anether yonng anny
ofticer earried on the papent of the reg-
mentas *dicd igaction.  The business-
liko Umted-States of America doey not
crect inonuments Lo ine who imeet their
death o wiere idian warfare.

e tnied to calenlate the mamnler of
secotdy of dife left to o Two
handecd yands was about the distance,
and he wan gomy at & good wwsuging
gallop.  Bat ho conld not remember the
tength of a charger's stnudo at the gallop
to«avo hin. 1t waw evasperatugg. He
ncited oi that subjeet at the Academy
a fow twonthy befure without an crror
So ho tered to think of people.

And fimst of all he wondered swhotlier
any prople wero of vaduo to the world at
all™?” Ho had heand older oflicers <y
cymeally that wost wren were never
minsed by tha world, oo toatter whe
they were,  But ot did seetn wrong that
Do, young, strowmd,  ambsious,  and
rplonstudiy eslueates), showdd die thas n
J:o very Intdding of v manhood with
out an acliivsanent acenntplishied il
without n fnend xatistiel Then s
mind took a queer tuen, and o began
to think of perhiaps the hasnblit of hix
acquamtances.  lle began to think of

uf MeCarthy, of bry own troop, who hind

e cn ettt ielund at the post with half
thizan others becanse o shiftless govern
ot had faled o supply  the teao)
with its fuil quoti of boras,

Hu tiad trieod to teach MeCazthy to
read amt wnte, even though his captam
hiad daughed at e, for bre odolescence.
But e had alwaya folt the necesaty of
dowg romettiiug m the way of norh,
and xo b liad andertaken MeCanthy
atl he fuared now that perhaps even
MeCartly Diad langhed at him, things
£0 <o wtrnpgely an this world

Then he thoughit of a wird back . the
East. 1o wiwon lie was engagald

His father Liad lau;:llurat him, when
he announeed the engagement and totd
lmu that he would by enyagmd o dozen
tmiew ik all probability beforo he wax
setthed for hfe, and has imother had
merely stled e a knewang way, and
remnrhoed that sho lind heant, ™ That
«hy was & very nice youny lady.

But Lo aud sho hnew Low nieeh thoy
were to cach other

At e renembered tou, how maoy
deltetons day dreams ho Lad petrred
for ner when he was back at tho
Academy 1 the glory of hi lied claws
year. and b was one of the ladies
who cate ap b June o all but o
wif  And i rememdxrad how she
would wimte and blnsh and ageco with
It i adl s plans wish the delightful
cottidence and teust of a youny girl who
in oxpencucing young fove

He wondered whoether-she wonld re.
mwember Wim—alwayx, ax they had
promesed cach other.  He viondensd of
she wonkt wear blaeck for lam, dead, Just
aw shie told b she prayed for him overy
night wlile hving,  He could nee hicr i
her winte deusw slender and fair, stand-
g 1 the dior way of the cloah-rooin,
watting for luni Lo como and tahe her to
the ball rooin.  Ho could almost count
the roren whio used to hold iy her hand,
and e even thought he contd detect
shoawr perfuine.

And then be thought of fue mother—
atnd-he almodt wished to exy alowd to
her av o naxd to when ho was o clnld
waking up fromn o bad dreans, and ash
lier to take hn w hee arie. But. su
stead, b romemlered _ that  though
barely of age he was & trmned soldier,
R0 ha row in his stirrups and wased s
revolver, crying very brasely, * Como

on boys, wade w7 Just as & hideous

Apache sinmtad along a gun barrel and
ultedl a trggter --and he thoughit no niero
oreser - o Hall, i lfiu‘pfr's “'((.“y.

AR o
suved by o Prayer,

* Good bve, Harey, renteniber mannna
will alnays pray for your safety.”

Thewo were tho last words Harry heard
as he went out of the gate towand the
rabroad station 1o tahe the nead tram
for tho oty of Now York. Harry hawx
alway« been on the winall fann uear his
honto 1w Joytilie mice ho was born about

17 yoam ago.  1lis unecle wlio lived

the lamo citv of New York had lately

weittcn that he had work for otie of the
oy i tho pow extablichiment ot Broad
war, A there were siv boys m thy
faunly, Harry < father thought it would
te well for one of thein to go and tako
charge of the work nucle Geonie had
written abont, aml Harrey  was now
boaving has hote to take ebane of the
tiew position which be befieved God had
assigied Jutn, Tattle dud Haery ealico
the dangers thet would beset hinnin the

cly to wineh ho was goue s

mother, howaver, it ved i tho cty

tor mamy vears, and thahing of the
dangers hier boy wontd sows hasve to en
counter gave i the assuranee that
whe woulil nover forget to offer 4 prayer
for Liee abment boy

“ Mamma will wiways prav for your
ety Thes wonls hept nngng in

Harry < cars as the teum passed rapadly

out of the aall ©illage aod new scenes

camo to hie view At the «tation m
Now Yorh city los ancte wns wting for

b Harey  was soon e unele's

handome home.  Ilandsome  ndeed,

way the present home, hut Harry longeld
for the mmple furniture, thoe ofd fonce,
the cat and hattens and old Brumo, the
howse doy.  Thoe artiticial hife of (hio city
did not well commicnd ftnclt 1o hin freo
nature.

I a fow rln{-. Harry waw at work
the new, g ntomoilu-«uncle. Thero
Lio roon beeamo aequainted with many
men of bin own age; théy all scomed
rvery fricodly, and invited him to join
thom in thelr oxcumion parties i the
evenmny, and visit thetn at thor homes.
iefore the first neck was ended Harry
had visted theee boy » and taken a trip
vier to Jenwy City, where soveral other
boys took A lrsv otitheir bicyeles; Harry
biard bronght bis wheel witn him and
enjoyed the tnp oser the new country
very much.  Ono thing, however, hap
senesd on thrs trp v lach did not wake
larry foel at peace aith the now com
pantotts  AMtcr fioy liad gono a dis
tauce to tho country they rested from
their loug rido.  Ono'of o youuy wen
sggested that they go mito a store uear
by for refrexliments,

All seemned agreod, aned Harry follow
g lan nowe friends, soon loumrlumwll
standimp at & bar in a saloo's  * What
will you have, Harry 7 L heard ono of
hie new fricnds ingquining. Uil tako
glaw of l(~moll.m[[c. i you pleasse,”
anawered Harey. = Pretty good joke,
Harry, but you don't yet suchs studl hore ;
wo all aro going 10 hava g glas of tager
beer, I'll order one for you, too.”

And before Harry could think of an
awer, the bartender bad pounsd a
glassful and placat it before hin,

Harey felt that to refuse to drink 1t
would b to msite the snules and xeorn.
Ml retnarks of lus fricnds upen him,

Ho had been tavght at oo that the
drunkard could not enter the hngdom
of heaven, and that the firt step to
watds a dronkard’s life was drinking
the first glase of antonicating liquor,
is wmather had warned him against
the dnink habit the last ovening he wans
at haane, and hie had pronnsed to refuse
the tempterts glaws af it should ¢ver he
et before Inu, Harry felt that he
ought to refuse, Lut ho al<o felt that ho
lackedd courago, he thoughit: | «hall
dnnk this tnae, but nover after this,”
anmd wax about to taho hold of tho ylass
beforo hiny when ho hicard, 1t scemed to
han, Lis mother's voice at i side My
g Harry, remember that wammn
will alwayn pray for your safety.”
1larry relaxed Lm hold on tho glas< aud
a detertnmued look was 1 his oyes as he
turned away from the bar,” The other
youn men bad half canptied theye glas<es
and were setting them down when they
toticed that Harery ' ad not touched s,

“Dank, Harey,” sa1d ono of the
i‘uuug mien, the cuo who worked nest to

larry at store, » [ treat nost.”

Harry felt a lump n hia throat, but
with a fised deternunation answered -

* Nou. I do not drivh."

“Pshiaw.’ waid one of tho young men,
* vou nre not tomperanco, are you ?"'

*A glass of beer caunot huet you; it
tx beantiful,” said another,

¢ [ promised mothier, * veplicd Harry,
“that 1 wonld not drink acything that
nught wako a detnkand of o and if- |
nover boegin T rliadl never have to stop
1o one has cver become a drunhard who
refused the timt glas, but many are
drunhards who meant to stop after they
Pad tanted beer or liquor, *just onco
no, [<hiall not denk.”

It was A long specch tor Harry to
wiahe, bt ho thought of his mothers
prayer and rewlved that <he should not
pray ansain, Ho expoected the bovs to
ridiculo e for bt remarke. When
‘Tom anhers, tha youny man, who work
od nost te lum took him by the hand
awl wath vwotten saul  » Thank yon,
tlarey, mother tivad to tell ine the xamo
thipe . «ho thinke her boy hes noser
bronght the mtoxicatny eup to s lips,
I proimme you that from (o night on 1
sbali try to hoep my promise to her
never to touch it L aneprised Harey
preatly,  Arthur B Cirigee en Qbserver,



