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among Epiecopalians in their Cathedral secrvice. Now, to use the
Paalms in this way among some chrietians, would he regarded as the
greatest impicty.  And afier all, to do justico to tho spirit and sentiments
of many of tho Psalms, by any translation, they should ho arranged and
sung in parts according as they arranged in the original.  But this, in
tho present state and spirit of congregations, as respects saceed mwusic is
not attainable.

2. The Paalmody of the Synagngue scrvice, scems to have been only
chanted. ‘Theto is no cvidenco that it was accompanied with insteumen-
tal music. And as tho aposties frequented the synagogues and minister-
ed in them, and gathered from them the first membera ot the Christian
Church, they would retain essentially the same mode of worship, with
the addition of those ordinances which were properly christian in their
otigin, the Psalmody of thy Synagogue wonld be transferred to the chris-
tisn church, And even this was not exactly tho same in cvery respect
with our modo of pralse, but comes as ncar to it as chanting does to
singing. For the hymns referred to in Eph. v, 19, seem to have heen
recited rather than sung, and that too by individuals chosen for the pur-
pose, rathor than by the whole congregation. This singing the peaiece
of God by proxy, is not agreeabls to our notions of christian congrega-
tional worship. There is certrinly no mode of praise so much adapted
to the spiritual and ennobling scrvices of the Christian Chutch, and so
well fittod to produce holy, solemn feelingsin tho soul, as congregational
singing, when the praises of God are sung in & proper manner, amd with
the understanding and with tho heart. b.

TRANSLATION OF CALVIN’'S COMMENTARY ON 1. PETER.
CHAPTER f.
Vorse 6. Wherein we greatly rejoice, thangh now for a season, if need
be, ye are in heariness throngh manifold templations.

6. Whcrein ya greatly rejoice. Although the termination of the Greek
verb is ambiguous, yet the scnso demands that wo read ye rejoice rather
than rejaice ye. Tho word wherrin relates to all that is included in the
hops of salvation reserved in heaven. Yet tho Apostle does not so
much praise, as exhort, those to whom ho writes. For his design is to
teach us what sort of saving fruit flows to us from hopo—to wit, spiritual
joy; wherehy not only the soverity of cvery calamity is mitigated, but
also all sadness whatever issubdued. Bot horo there is some appearance
of contradiction ; for the faithful who rejoico with joy are, st tho same
timo, said to be sad ; and these two, joy and sadness, are opposito feol-
ings. Bwt the faithful know better by experience than words can
oxpress, that they neverthelesa agree and subsist together.  And, not g0
dwell upon this subject, wo maintain that the faithful aro not deprived of
any of their powers, nor so destitute of human feeling, but that they are
afiocted with griof and aro afraid of danger, feel poverty painful, and
persecutions harsh and cruel. They feel sadness therefore in calamities ;
but yot that sadness is so mellowed, that they ceaso not at the same time
to rejoice. ‘Thus sadness hinders not their joy, but rather makes room
for it. Again, though joy excceds sadness, it docs not entirely remove
it ; for it docs not rob us of our humanity., And from this it is plain
what truo patience is. Its heginning, and as it were, its root, is an ac-
knowledgement of the goodness and merey of God ; especially when wo
counsider the unmerited adoption of which he has dcemed us worthy. For
to all who clevate their minds thus far, it is easy, with tranquility, to
brook all calamities. For whence comes it that their minds are oppressed
with grief, but because they have no relish for spiritual blessings? But
thoss who resolve that all tiecir afflictions shall be discipline useful to
thomeelves in promoting their salvation, not only raise themselves above
those afflictions, hat even turn them into an occasion of joy.

Ve are in Aeaviness. Is not sadness common to the wicked also, since
neither are they freo from calamitics? Yes; but Peter will have us
understand that the faithful endure a voluntary sadncse, while tho ungodly
rage and insolently contend against God, Therefore the godly are ead
in the same manner as the ox, when broken, submits to the yoke; or the
horee, when tamed, allows himsclf to be bridled even by a child. But
God visite the wicked with sadnees in the samo manner as the bridle is
put with violent hand upon tho wild and obstinate steed. Forthe wicked
kick and straggle against it; but in vain. Pcter praises, therefore, the
faithful, because they voluntarily,and not compeiled by necessity, submi:
themeelves to sadness. 'Tho words, though now for a season, tend to
eonsolation. For the shortncss of the term of endurance moderates not
a littlo, calamities otherwiso hard to be borne. Yet even the whole
length of the present life is but as 2 moment.

If merd Be. The apostle here putsa supposcd case. He wishes to
shew that it is not rashly that God disciplines his own. For if without
cause God aflicted uvs, then it wonld be hard to bear it. Peter, therefore,
draws a ground of consalation from the purpose of God, not that the rea-
son thercof is always apparent to us, but bocause we ought always to be
convinced that, because it pleases God, therefore it is proper to be so.—
And be it obeerved, that he supposes not one temptation only, bat many
temptations ; nor one kind of temptation merely, but various kinds.—
However, a fuller exposition of this passage will be found in the first
chapter of the epistle of James. - J. 81.C.

"REPORT,OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS,
Reed ot _tlu Meeting of the United Presdyterian Synod, June, 1853.

""" In presonting their Roport for the past year, your Committee would

express their grateful acknowledgments 10 that Boing by whom they
have heen preserved in life, and would state that tho greatest harmony
has prevailed in all theie mcetigs, and that the members have shown,
by their attendance, the interest they took in the faithfil and cfficient
performance of the scrvieas (o which they were appointed.

Nathing of special importance has accurred at any of odr mectings
which have been held ; there has been littlo, if any, departuro from the
routing of former ycars: no new suggestion has been offered as to the
modo in which the Mission busincss of the Church should be traneacted ;
and, with one exception, no report, nor information, has been presented
upon new ficlds of missionary labour and enterprise.  Our principal
business has been with congregations—enjoying the privilege of & stated
pastorate-—~which are dependent upon the funds for supplements, and in
recciving reports of the services of Probationers, cxamining their accounts,
and implementing the terins of their engagements with your Synod.

In all, thero have been cight congregations which have been supple-
mented to a Inrger or smaller amount,  One of these has deawn as iuch
as £50 11a. 3d. ; another £45; a third, £40; while somne have applied
for little more than a nominal sum, More than ono of these congrega-
tions havo long been in the receipt of supplements, and do not appear to
realise the fact that it was expected when they had aid granted, and at
each renewal of it, they would, from ycar to year, increase their efs
forts for the aupport of tho ministry among them as they increased in
nvombers and ability, till they became solf-supporting, and thus allow
athers the opportunity of having extended to them the assistance whick
they hitherto had been for a period enjoying. By no menns is it wished
to make invidious distinctions, or exptcse ungrounded complaints, but, in
looking over the table of statistical reports, it must bo scen that, in sev-
eral instances, efforts are not made in proportion to means, and, in con-
scquence of this, there has to bo & withholding from tho weak to support
the strong, which might be independent of external resources. How-
ever unwilling, yet your Committee have felt constrained to refuse grant-
ing immediately certain applieations which were made, and to appoint
one of their numher to cxamine, in conncction with & member of Preshy-
tery within whoso bounds the congregation was, and report upon the
propricty of granting the sum requested. It is carnestly hoped that such
procedure will have a beneficial influence.  Ministers are not blamed
hero, for it has beon a constant object not to deal with them, but
with their congregations, when these have not evinced that spirit of in-
creasing liberality which should have been growing with their growth,
and strengthening with their strength. - Let us suggest that, when any va-
cant congregation petitions for 8 moderation and cannot offer the minimuny
salary, tho Presbytery cause intimation to be made to it that it must endea-
vor to approach it from year to year; and when petitions from these which
are already upon the list of tho suppl ted, are pr d for recom-
mendation and transmission to the Commiittee, that the Presbytery state
to them that there must bo & gradual diminution of the amount applied
for, till aid ho no Jonger required. Delay has also been caused, in somo
instances, in consequenco of the petitions not being ‘accompanied with
statistical reports.  As the law of Synod requires that the statistics of
congregations reach only to December, they should be collected as soon
afterwards as possible, and scnt with the applications which are for-
warded in the month of January.

In two cases ministers have drawn small sums in fulfilment of engage-
ments which were made with the Mission Board, in Scotland, and which
have now expired.

During the year there have been paid altogether to Preachers, £170
14s. 6d.; while the fund is at present liable for £194 9s. 94. Your
Committee complained in their last Report that vacancies did not seem
to have an influencing sense of their obligations to pay for the occasional
supply of sermon they received ; and they have as much reason to re-
peat the complaint in this report. In several cases, where the member-
ship is considerable, and the means are not lacking, & sum has been
handed to the Preacher, scarcely sufficient to pay his expenses from one
station to another, even where the distance is not great, and which, i
taken as an index of the value set upon christian ordinances, shows that
this is small indeed. Your Committee have corresponded upon the sub-
jeet with some of the Presbyteries and stated that they would hold them
responsible for the balance between the sum raised and the sum which
the Synod requires vacancies, 'in ordinary circumstances, to pay. We
would respectively suggest that measures should be speedily and ener-
getically employed to bring such to a sense of their duty. Presbyteries
can devise and adopt thoee which they consider most suitable and effici-
ent ; but permit us to mention that, if & place of meeting is possecsed by
& vacancy, there should be a proportionate seat rent paid by the parties
that assemble in it ; whero a place of meeting is not po: , the el-
ders should soe that the managers have some plan which they work for
collecting the free-will offerings of the people, and even stations ehould
not be exempted,  'We feel that it cannot be the want of means which

is the reason why so little is given to preachers, or we should not dwell, *

as wo are doing, upon the point, for, in our knowledge, congregations
have come forward with petitions for a moderation, and offering a econ-
siderable stipend, which psy scarcely anything to preachers. There are
indeed one or two noble exceptions, where the mcmbers are by no means
numerows—cases in which the law of Synod has been fully and moro
than complied with. . .

Mzr. James Frascr has been continuing his Jabours as eatechist in the
London Presbytery, dividing his services between mations in Hibbert,
Fullarton, . Osborne, Flat Creek, Fish Creek, Biddulph: Road,’ Londow

Road, and Macgillimay. During the past half year he bas fulfilled all



