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REMARICS.

*word communication ? In the connexion in which it stands in
the sentence, and in general use, does it not mean something to
instrurt or teachi? And wvill any oue who is flot a prophet nor a
prophet's son afhirr that lie is instt'urted or tauglit -,vithiout ]an-
guage or sornething revealed ? And is not the gospel-which.
regenerates or con verts-a message or siliemc of saivation which,
requires to be lcarned? and has "la Disciple " disco-vered a mode
of léarning withoui instruction or tcaching, or is there anything
of this nature expressed or intimated in reference to receiving t/te
gospel in t/he sacred Book ?

1 rnay be in company with a beloved frieud who strengthens,
consoles, and delighits me by bis lookis, amiability of marner, and
the fact of bis presence ; but if this friend teaches me anything,
he mnust express hirnself-hie rnust utter words-or communicate
bis thoughits by signs which, I understand. God, also, in tens of
thousands of ways, incompreheusible to the human familv, may
corrifort and assist his people by bis presence and by the agency
of angels and miuistering spirits; but that he converts a sinner
wîthout the gospel, or by anything super-addcd to Lhe gospel,
I am n ot prepared to admit.

Nor is this huiian philosophy: for the idea of God flot convert-
iug men without the instrumentalIty of the gôspel is flot rejected
because iuconsistent ivith rny understaudiug, but because it is
contrary to the express declaration of God's own word.

Upon this subject 1 arn exceediug]v jealous. 1 arn a flrrn be-
liever in the existence, gracious presence, and sanctifying influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit, wvhich, gives to the christian an assurance
of heaveri and a foretaste of thc pleasures of the divine inherit-
ance. Witbout the presence and power of the spirit of God,
and without a disposition to eujoy this presence and power, 1
have no faith in auy m-an's pretentions to salvation. Plato's
philosophy, or Combe's phirçnology, or Sir W'alter Scott's novels,
are as useful to instruct, prepare, or qualify, for eternal life, as
anv schierne or theory which bhas flot withini it tbe spirit of the
living God. If mer. had confined themnselves wilhin tbe cornmon
bourids of extravagance in comrnenting upon the holy spirit, and
flot have given thernselves wholly up to the delusions of* theories
intendcd to explain the nature and operation of this spirit, I for
one wou]d neyer use rny tongue or lift my pen in controversy
upon the subject ; but when we have fveshi evideuces every
day that, certain views are made the centre of a popular Divinity
which saves and sanctifies sinners indeperndently of the word of
lfe or the gospel of God, 1 feel myseif justifiable in unsbeathina
my sword, and putting on breast-plate, bielmnet, and shield.
have already intimated a crusade against thec 'Doctors of the
law? who bave read their bibles with greexr spectacles turnad
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